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A small Ontario lawn care owner expects 
to be getting out of the Weed Control and 
Fertilizing business next year. 
 
 
Dear Force of Nature 
 
I have lost 70 percent of my customer base substituting 
organics where 2,4–D and Glyphosate products were used. 
 
I have picked up a couple of new accounts for aerating and 
reseeding. 
 
But as for customer base and total income ( relating 
specifically to organic fertilizing, weed control/suppression ), 
I will be happy if I break even. 
 
Pesticide Insurance, Landscape Exterminator Licensing and 
not being able to use certain equipment doesn’t help things.  
  
My organic programs are too cost prohibitive on lawns over 
2500 square feet.  
 
The price increase on larger lots has been at least 3 times more 
with less than acceptable results. 
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I have been using Corn Gluten for the past 3 years now on 
some smaller lots and although the product acts as a great 
fertilizer it does not deter weeds like they say. Even with soil 
samples, corrections aerating, power raking and over seeding.  
Don’t get me wrong, the lawns that are maintained as just 
mentioned do look better than lawns with no maintenance at 
all.  There is however several varieties of weeds still present 
and flourishing.  Ground Ivy, Wild Violet, Thistle, Oxalis, 
Plantain, Bindweed, etc …  Crabgrass and Dandelion are 
slightly reduced with Corn Gluten. 
 
Promoting the idea of a thicker and longer length grass on 
lawns is ignored by the majority.  If we are cutting the 
customers lawn we can control the length, but most people 
hack it down to 2 inches or less.  
  
Several neighbors are spraying with Killex and Glyphosate 
with no regard to the new Ban.   
 
Sarritor is not available at the moment for  us smaller 
companies, although I hear the results are not that great and 
just too costly.  
  
If we cannot use 2,4–D or a new alternative that is reasonable 
in price, especially on larger lots, I may be getting out of the 
Weed Control and Fertilizing end of the business next year.  
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We ( my partner and I ) were attending one of our regular 
customers to apply Organic fertilizer and Soil corrections to 
their lawn that we have maintained for the last 4–5 years. 
 
One of the neighbors with 2 young children has always greeted 
us when we show up by gathering her children together, 
running into the house, closing the garage door and all the 
windows. 
 
I wanted to tell you about a reaction from one of our customers 
neighbors the other day. 
 
I thought that this year would be different, seeing as pesticides 
were banned.  Well, I was wrong.  She played out the same 
scenario (verbally and physically I may add) but instead of 
saying to the kids out loud as she usually did  –– “ They are 
spraying pesticides kids, time to go inside ” she said “ They 
are using fertilizer Kids, time to go inside  ”.  We did not even 
apply any organic/synthetic pesticides at all.   
 
I truly appreciate your efforts in making the public aware of 
the many falsities these Slacktivists are promoting. 
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The destructive policies advocated 

by the environmental movement 
will lead to the needless elimination of 

tens of thousands of stable jobs. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
The destructive policies advocated 

by the environmental movement 
will lead to the needless annihilation of 

thousands of stable businesses. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
The destructive policies advocated 

by the environmental movement 
will lead to the needless disruption of 

tens of thousands of stable homes. 
 

 
 

 
 

  
The destructive policies advocated 

by the environmental movement 
will lead to needless suffering and hardship 

for tens of thousands of professionals. 
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FFOORRCCEE  OOFF  NNAATTUURREE was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 2009.  It is a 
series of e–newsletters destined for the GGRREEEENN  SSPPAACCEE  IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY, the EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL  MMOOVVEEMMEENNTT, 
politicians, municipalities, and the media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United States.  
FFOORRCCEE  OOFF  NNAATTUURREE is produced in two parts.  First.  The MMEEDDIIAA  RREEPPOORRTT  itself that  reports on the current 
events affecting the future of the GGRREEEENN  SSPPAACCEE  IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY..  Second.  IINNDDEEPPEENNDDEENNTT  PPEERRSSPPEECCTTIIVVEE.., which 
is a running commentary, sometimes also of a more technical in nature. 
 
FFOORRCCEE  OOFF  NNAATTUURREE is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  The opinions 
expressed in these e–newsletters, even though from an independent perspective, may not reflect those of 
everyone in the GGRREEEENN  SSPPAACCEE  IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Mr. 
Gathercole and his team may sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e–newsletters. 
 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the UUNNIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  OOFF  GGUUEELLPPHH, and another pure and 
applied science degree from MMCCGGIILLLL  UUNNIIVVEERRSSIITTYY.  He has worked in virtually all aspects of the GGRREEEENN  
SSPPAACCEE  IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY, including public affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues.  Mr. Gathercole has 
been a consultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following the evolution of 
EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALL    TTEERRRROORRIISSMM for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environmental issues reached a 
fevered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal action against unethical and excessive 
municipal regulations restricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the Town of Hudson. )  Although he 
can be accused of being AANNTTII––EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT––MMOOVVEEMMEENNTT, he is, in fact, simply a strong advocate for the 
GGRREEEENN  SSPPAACCEE  IINNDDUUSSTTRRYY.  However, this position has not precluded him from criticizing the industry itself.  
Nonetheless, his vast knowledge of our long journey with environmental issues is UUNNDDEENNIIAABBLLEE.  ( Hopefully 
! )  For many years, Mr. Gathercole has been a contributing columnist for TTUURRFF   &&   RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN 
Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority. 
 
All pictures contained  in FFOORRCCEE  OOFF   NNAATTUURREE were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that they 
are in the public domain, as either educational tools, industry archives, promotional stills, publicity photos, or 
press media stock. 
 
Information presented in FFOORRCCEE  OOFF  NNAATTUURREE has been developed for the education and entertainment 
of the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this document are 
not always fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental. 
 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the near future.)  ●  Alberta 
Prohibition.  ●  British Columbia Prohibition.  ●  Canadian Association of Physicians for the 
Environment.  ●  Consequences  ●  David Suzuki Foundation.  ●  Death and the Environmental 
Movement.  ●  Golf and Landscape Trade Industries.  ●  Kazimiera Jean Cottam.  ●  Kelowna B.C. 
Prohibition.  ●  New Brunswick Prohibition.  ●  Nova Scotia Prohibition  ●  Ontario Prohibition.  ●  
Organic Fertilizers.  ●  Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals.  ●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition.  ●  Quebec 
Prohibition.  ●  Randy Hillier, The Next Premier of Ontario  ●  Saint Catharines Ontario.  ●  Salmon Arm 
B.C. Prohibition.  ●  The 9/11 Era of the Green Space Industry.  ●  The Failure of Integrated Pest 
Management.  ●  The Wisdom of the Solomons.  ●  Wisconsin Fertilizer Prohibition.  ●  AASSKK  FFOORR  AA  
CCOOPPYY  OOFF  AANNYY  BBAACCKK  IISSSSUUEE  TTOODDAAYY.. 
 
 


