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Ban Neonics — Hurt Farmers and Bees
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Montgomery County, Maryland now prohibits “weed-and-feed”

m lawn fertilizer and most “synthetic pesticides.” But it allows

homeowners, farmers and orchardists to use “organic”

products that are often more dangerous to bees, other wildlife
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Not surprisingly, as domesticated bees recovered, anti-pesticide activists began
talking about wild bees, which can also be important for pollination. The
activists get their facts wrong here, too.

There are thousands of wild bee species. According to a 2015 study published
inNature- probably the most extensive survey of wild bees ever done - 98% of
wild bees don’t even pollinate agricultural crops. Moreover, the few species that

do, and thus would come into greatest contact with neonics, are thriving.

Ironically, bees may be more at risk from insecticides that people have been
falsely led to believe are safe. Organicfarmers don’t use neonics or other modern
chemicals, but they do employ a number of crop protecting pesticides. These
“organic” products may be “natural,” but some are highly toxic to bees -
rotenone, copper sulfate, spinosad, hydrogen peroxide, azadirachtin, citronella
oil, and even garlic extract and acetic acid, for instance - chemical risk analyst Dr.

David Zaruk points out.
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Montgomery County’s guidelines specify that products bearing EPA registration
numbers are prohibited and say gardeners should rely on a 113-page, tiny-type

list of chemicals certified by theOrganic Materials Review Institute, an organic

industry support and advocacy group. However, OMRI doesn’t mention that
some of its “approved” products harm bees or pose other serious risks - to
wildlife and humans.

For example, OMRI (and thus Montgomery County, among others) approves
rotenone, but neglects to mention that this nasty chemical kills bees, is highly
toxic, especially when combined with pyrethrins, and can enhance the onset of
Parkinson’s disease, Zaruk and other experts note. Pyrethrin pesticides
themselves are powerful neurotoxins that can cause leukemia and other health
problems.

Copper sulfate can damage human brains, livers, kidneys and stomach linings.
Prolonged exposure to boron fertilizer can affect people’s brains, livers and
hearts. Lime sulfur mildew and insect killer causes irreversible eye damage, and
can be fatal if inhaled, swallowed or absorbed through the skin. Nicotine sulfate

is a neurotoxin that interferes with nerve-muscle transmissions, causes
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Journalists, legislators, regulators, homeowners and gardeners need to do their
homework more carefully. They should read reputable scientific studies, rely less
on anti-pesticide press releases and apocalyptic news stories, read product
labels carefully, wash up afterward, and view with extreme skepticism any claims

that the word “organic” means pesticide-free or a chemical is safe (or not even a
chemical).

Above all, everyone should use all chemicals carefully and appropriately, under
the assumption that any chemical (synthetic or organic) we are handling or

applying may be toxic and dangerous - to bees, other insects and wildlife, or
even ourselves.

Paul Driessen is senior policy advisor for the Committee For A Constructive
Tomorrow (www.CFACT.org) and author of many articles on the environment. He
has degrees in geology, ecology and environmental law.

Will President Trump win re-
election this year?

Town h a I I Enter Your Email Address

POLL

By entering your email and voting in our poll, you are also
subscribing to the Townhall daily email newsletter. You can
unsubscribe at any time,

Ed Share this on Facebook

Around the Web

Advertisement

ot z

e
o ATH

\

Fighting Diabetes? Say Chiropractors Baffled: "30 Doctors Stunned: Simple Tip
Goodbye to Expensive Second" Stretch Relieves Stops Hair Loss & Regrows
Prescription Pills. Try It Years Of Back Pain (Watch) New Hair (Do This Tonight)

audible™



Townhall

(Watch)

Tags:  FARMING AND AGRICULTURE AGRICULTURE

TikTok Goes on a Lobbyist Hiring Spree No Mask? No Problem. A Small Colorado Did This NBC Contributor’s ‘Coronavirus

Amid Government Scrutiny. Guess Who Town Will Toss You in Jail Battle’ Just Make the Fake News Hall of
They Hired. Beth Baumann Fame?
Beth Baumann Matt Vespa

o7 2 A
& Z | | ‘ eacdr A - : ? i
St. Louis Couple Who Defended Home ESPN Reporter Tells Sen. Hawley 'Fu** The Case Against Michael Flynn Peddled
From Would-Be Lefty Rioters Have Rifle You' After Hawley Pens Letter to NBA by Anti-Trump DOJ Officials Suffered
Seized By Police Bronson Stocking *The* Kill Shot Today

Matt Vespa Matt Vespa

SHOW COMMENTS

N 0 R.bi-H SHOP NOW!

Trending on Townhall Media

There's a Brilliant Solution for Getting
Kids Back to School—Which Is Why It'l1
Probably Get Shot Down

PJ MEDIA

Search Warrant Served On
McCloskeys, Rifle Seized By Police

Optics: Band formerly known as Lady

Antebellum files suit against black

blues singer who goes by 'Lady A' Atlanta Mayor Drops Reality Bomb: Hong Kong doctor who fled to U.S.

TWITCHY It’s Not Police Shooting up describes Chinese cover-up of
coronavirus



Townhall

REDSTATE

Townhall HOTAGR BEANCARMS  Otwichy  RedState  [idgmm

Columnists Political Cartoons Tipsheet Townhall TV Podcasts Radio News Video Entertainment VIP Capitol Voices
Election Results Tags Finance Townhall Radio

About Townhall Advertise Gift Guides Privacy Policy Termsof Use California - Do Not Sell My Personal Information Radio Stations Sitemap Jobs ContactUs
Newsletters iPhone/Android Apps

mwfk + T n h a I I Townhall.com is the leading source for conservative news and political commentary and analysis.
OW Copyright © Townhall.com/Salem Media. All Rights Reserved. Terms under which this service is provided to you



Townhall

[ = HUnInC oo,

Other jurisdictions are pondering comparable

actions that could pose similar problems.

Neonicotinoids were introduced in the 1990s to replace less
targeted, more toxic pest control chemicals. Primarily used to
coat seeds, “neonics” significantly reduce the need for aerial and
ground-level spraying with other chemicals that actually do harm
bees and other pollinators.

This advance has helped boost crop yields while protecting the
environment. Losing neonics would put many states’ farming
economies at risk. Support for neonic use comes from all over the

world.

Up inCanada, the same misinformation that’s motivating US
legislative and regulatory actions persuaded Ontario lawmakers
to pass a neonic ban in 2015. Farmers have since reported paying
four times more for an alternative pesticide that is less effective,

cannot be used on some crops and can harm bees.
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Activists persuadedEurope to ban neonics in 2013. But subsequent studies found

the ban disastrously counterproductive.

For instance, after the ban, British farmers had to spray four times more often

than before, using older pesticides like pyrethroids and organophosphates that

are less effective, must be sprayed several times during the growing season, and

often harm bees, other non-target insects and even birds.Insect pests increased

dramatically, and across Europe the canola (oilseed rape) industry suffered

revenue losses of over$430 million in just a few years.

As was the case in Europe, proposed prohibitions are often the result of

environmentalist pressure campaigns and false claims that bees are threatened

by neonics. Actual data show the opposite is true.
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when neonics first came on the market.US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
surveys show thatU.S.honeybee hive numbers have increased seven out of the
last ten years, and there are now over 150,000 more beehives than in 1995.

A closer look atNew York’s crop yields also confirms that

honeybee colonies are healthy. Apple yields are almost exactly
the same as they were ten years ago, indicating that pollinators

are thriving and busy doing their job. Similar lessons apply

elsewhere.
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There’s no doubt that honeybees have recurring problems. lacamaslabs.com @)

Overwinter losses are still high some years and, while bees
reproduce rapidly and beekeepers can quickly replenish their
hives, these losses can significantly strain this small but important industry.

Most experts agree, however, that the worldwide spread of the deadly Varroa
destructormite as a primary factor in the recent mass die-offs, and a recurrent
problem over the centuries. They arrived in the United States in the late 1980s
and spread widely over the next decade. The parasites attach to bees,
suppressing their immune systems, carrying deadly diseases and creating
pathways for other diseases to enter bee bodies. The triple whammy can have

disastrous impacts on bee colonies.

Thankfully, the USDA has made progress in efforts to breed more
Varroa-resistant or Varroa-tolerant honey bees, which somehow
have better hygienic habits: they remove mites from one other.
That’s important, because many available Varroa treatments no
longer work as well, due to the mite’s uncanny ability to develop
resistance to treatments.

Other USDA research has identified a promising new approach of

using RNA interference to disrupt the reproduction of Nosema
ceranae- another bee parasite that is the honeybee’s second-worst scourge.

Unfortunately, crusading activists, journalists, legislators and regulators spent
years ignoring these microscopic predators and parasites. Instead, they blamed

pesticides, especially neonics.

How wrongheaded and counterproductive that was is further illustrated by the
vast canola fields in western Canada. The canola is 100% grown with neonic-

coated seeds, and successful professional beekeepers actually cart their hives




