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Kelowna golf courses reopen with new protocols but health officials
say it'snot a greatidea

Interior Health says people should not be associating with anyone outside their immediate
household
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Golfers are expected to keep physical distance from one another while on the links in order to try to prevent spread
of the COVID-19 virus. (Brady Strachan / CBC)
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Several golf courses in the Kelowna, B.C. area have opened this week with a set of new protocols

aimed at keeping physical distance among golfers and staff and stopping the spread of the
COVID-19 virus.

While much of the actual playing of golf will remain the same, many of the social norms and pre-
and-post-game rituals are vastly different for golfers, according to lan Robertson a manager at
Kelowna Springs Golf Club.
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"It's really quite exhaustive the steps we have taken to keep golfers and staff safe," he said.
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"We have reduced capacity by about 25 per cent by just spreading out the tee times that much
more and there is an abundance of signage everywhere."
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T 4 days, please DO NOT ENTER.
NO ‘DROI fers - Phone 250-765-4653 for tee time.
STAY IN CAR until 20 m ‘before your tee time.

Warm up green and hitting net are CLOSED.
- Respect MANDATORY Physical Distancing at all times.
" Maximum THREE people in Golf Shop at one time.

Golfers are welcomed by a large sign at the Kelowna Springs Golf Club informing them of the new protocols in
place to help stop the spread of COVID-19 (Brady Strachan / CBC)

Other measures include closing clubhouse restaurants, putting greens and hitting nets, asking
golfers to arrive no earlier than 20 minutes before their tee time, limiting the number of people
who can be in the pro shop at the same time and asking golfers to leave immediately after their
game finishes.

"No, it is really just a matter of making sure our customers and our guests respect those
protocols," Robertson said.

"l think that golf is just a wonderful opportunity for people to get outside, be safe and spread out
on 100 plus acre properties."

Shannon Lake Golf Club in West Kelowna also opened on Wednesday.



During the past few weeks, Central Okanagan golf clubs consulted with one another to come up
with the set of best practices for operating during the pandemic, according to general manager
John Jacoby.
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"We have been in contact with Interior Health and our understanding is that you can proceed
with your business if it is not essential, as long as it is safe and you can do social distancing and
that all the requirements are met," he said.

Putting greens and hitting cages are closed as part of measures to prevent golfers from congregating at
Kelowna Springs Golf Club. (Brady Strachan/CBC)

Jacoby said the Kelowna area courses consulted with other golf courses in the province which
did not close during the pandemic.

"We believe strongly that giving people a recreation option to get outside and get some exercise
is trying to be healthy as well and we believe that we can do that," said Jacoby.

Health authority advises against visiting golf courses

Interior Health Authority chief medical health officer Dr. Sue Pollock said she is aware golf
courses are opening but she cautioned people against going to them.



"Right now, we are really encouraging people to certainly spend time outdoors with their
immediate families —those in their household — and to stay closer to home to do that," she
said.

"Try to do that through just walks in your neighbourhood or biking, rather than going to settings
like golf courses."

POPULAR NOW IN NEWS

1 CBC INVESTIGATES

'They don't know if they've caught him': Recordings reveal chaos of Nova Scotia manhunt

2175 reading now

2 THE LATEST

Coronavirus: What's happening in Canada and around the world on Thursday

2025 reading now

3 Why ending Quebec's COVID-19 lockdown could mean freedom for some, but not all

977 reading now

4 OPINION

Emergency Student Benefit gets a failing grade - just make the CERB universal

879 reading now

5 'Selfishness has repercussions': Dragon's Den star recovering after catching COVID-19 on ski trip

755 reading now

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

CBC INVESTIGATES 'Selfishness has repercussions': Why ending Quebec's COVID-19
'They don't know if they've caught Drago'n's Den star recow'erlr!g after lockdown could mean freedom for
catching COVID-19 on ski trip some, but not all

him': Recordings reveal chaos of
Nova Scotia manhunt


https://www.cbc.ca/news/nova-scotia-shooting-manhunt-details-1.5542025
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/coronavirus-covid19-canada-world-1.5542113
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/ethical-dilemma-as-quebec-eases-covid-19-lockdown-1.5540549
https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/opinion-student-benefit-covid-cesb-1.5541522
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/lane-merrifield-dragons-den-covid-19-1.5539011
https://www.cbc.ca/news/nova-scotia-shooting-manhunt-details-1.5542025
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/lane-merrifield-dragons-den-covid-19-1.5539011
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/ethical-dilemma-as-quebec-eases-covid-19-lockdown-1.5540549
https://www.cbc.ca/news/nova-scotia-shooting-manhunt-details-1.5542025
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/lane-merrifield-dragons-den-covid-19-1.5539011
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/ethical-dilemma-as-quebec-eases-covid-19-lockdown-1.5540549

News - Canada - British Columbia Jonathan Montpetit
Jonathon Gatehouse
News - Canada - Montreal

News

Rnbma-nn_ - =
AEtD s e SOUR
*
Robin Hoai
ALL PURPOSE

FLOUR

ORIGINAL

= m

He was 'hunted' by the Portapique gunman and Surge in demand sees Robin Hood flour running out of
survived. His brother didn't its iconic yellow bags
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