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It would probably read, X
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"All signs point to ferilizing mora!” e

Why?



Despite my lack of a8 magic & ball | do have the naxi best thing, A HUD (Heads Up Display) which shows
all vy cowse data. This s supposed 1o help me make better decisions by automatically analyzing the
data | collzct and presenting it in a singke place for my observation.

When | combine what the HUD = showing me with my disease observatons it becomes clear whal |
should do and what | should da is fartilize my greens mora. You might be thinking what's tha big daal,
Just apply the fertilizer already you asshobe! You are probably right but the reason | am so hesitant 1o
apply fertilizer is that once you apply it, you can't take it back. As ferlilizer has such a big impact on turf
conditions and the costs associated with maintaining he golf course | need o be absclutely cerain that
the ferlilizer is needed. 5o far this year we have mowed less than ever before. This has blg impacts on
fusl use, mower wear and tear and labor requirad to maintain the course, Growing the grass faster than
absolutaly nacassary just wastes maney,

1. Greens are lean

=0 far this year we have onby applied 2.9 grams of nitrogen per square meter on our greens (0,643
MWI1D0D). Through the measurermant of aur clipping volurmss | have baan abla 1o watch how much
nufrients we are removing from our greens and compare tihat to how much we have applied.

In the [ast month we have removed more nutrlents from our greens that we addad. it's obvious from the
chart below and it's also obvious with hiow visible the #riskyfaingring is on the greens. Bottom line, they
are lean)
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This Year Last Month  Last Week
Removed g/m”2 2.22 143 0.28
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Difference 0.66 -0.19 0.05
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Thiz fairy rng has never been visibe an ouwr greens. Bottom Bne, they arg lzan AF right noey,

Wow, those greens sure are lean. Don't need a stupid graph to tell you that!

| know, | know, but having the data helps me understand how lean they are and why. In this casa they
are lean because wa have applied less nuirient than we removed in the last month.

2. Disease

This week anthracnose showed up on our poa. For most of my greens there isnt much poa so | can let i
die a quick and painful daath. My first green is siill mostly poa so | need to skow the death down o a
level that will see the surface coverad in turfgrass white the recantly seeded benlgrass has a chance o
fill in the gaps left behind by the disease and poa seed head.
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anlhracnoss 5 back and by the looks of if, widespread

benigrass seeded inlo the voids lefl behind from the poa seed head and anthracnose
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The BMP guide from Rutgers suggests that increasing nitrogen ratas will lessen the impacis of
anthracnose among other things. My goal Is not 1o eliminate the anthracnose but o slow its destructive
tendencies down a bit. Anthracnose is a great selective pathogen that will kil out the poa and leave the
bantgrass relatively unscathed,

&0 the increasad nifrogen rates are doubla benaficial for dealing with anthracnose, They slow the
dizease down and hopefully help the bentgrass fill in the voids a bit quicker, | applied 1g of nitrogen per
square meter to our first gresn which is the hardest hit with anthracnose for a cost of 32 this week. As
tima goes on | will continue to add these relativaly heavy fertilizer apps to manage the anthracnose on
this green and others as required.

Growing the grass at an increasad rate in the summer is also a good stratagy for dollar spot and is one
of the principle strategies employved at the Vineyard Club. This week we had dollar spot shiow up on our
greens and not surprisingly our growth ratas are well below that whare | have obsarved are good for
managing dolkar spot.
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Growth Rate, Yield, and Disease Targets
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Growth Rate
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This Year  Last Month  Last Week Today
mil/m2/day 115 171 14.8 136

Despite 1ha high disaase prassure last month, ihe increased growsh ratas ware engugh bz keap the disease away,

5o thera you have it, Growing the grass faster than we curmently are will help reduce disease, Why dont
| just apply a fungicide? Well a lungicide costs about 5600+ where increasing fertilizer will cosl maybe
$10. It just doesn't make sense 10 run to a fungicide (yet) when | clearly have options that are much
cheaper and probably (hopetully) just as affective.

3. Greens are too fast

Our green spaads are oo fast which isn'! a bad problam if you are a good golfer. Our course is difficull
enough-and as we approcach the busy season where there are many novice golfers playing we need 1o
keap our green spesds down (o keep thea time it takes par mound down, Mo ane likes a S hour round.
Either way, we can stand to hava them show down a bit withoul worrying about them being 1oo skw

Stim

Date Daily Average var (Inches)
6/11/2018 10.5 432
6/10/2018 10.1 4.96
6/9/2018 9.8 8.59
6/7/2018 10.1 4.86
6/6/2018 10.6 0.47
6/5/2018 10.1 4.79
6/4/2018 - 3.36
6/3/2018 0.89
6/2/2018 10.2 421




Gragns spaeds ama fha high. Note the g in speeds dunng the sfiing poa seed head flush

The sure are fast dawnhill thase deys

S0 thera you go. This is just one exampla af how | am using my HUD and the data collection to make
better decisions (hopefully) aboul how we grow our grass,



If woul like my blog and want to support what | do you can support me on Patreon or paypal. Thanks!
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