that the abrasive practices used to drag the sand into the aeration holes would spread the disease like
crazy.

Fusarium Spread from verticutting after aerification

Niels Dokkuma from the Koninklijke Nederlandse Golf Federatie visited my course in February of 2017
to see what | was doing to reduce the pesticide use on my golf course because the Netherlands are
facing an almost complete ban on pesticides in 2020 so they need to learn whatever they can to avoid
disaster.

He asked me a seemingly simple question. "Do you think aerification makes disease worse?"
Of course | agreed with him and went into discussion about how we spread the disease around and the

mechanical stress that goes on etc. We pretty much left it at that but ever since that meeting | have been
thinking a lot about this.

Does aerification cause disease?

Does the physical act of increasing macropores in the soil make disease worse?

I know you're thinking this guy is nuts! Aerification is nothing but good, right? Aerification makes disease
less bad, right?

Lets forget the pain in the ass that aerification is. Broken equipment, bumpy greens, huge expense loss
of revenue, and poa seed brought to the surface. Lets forget about the obvious downside of aerification
and think a bit about how else it could be hurting our operation.

Check out the following video where Dr. Thom Nikolai discusses the "most significant discovery of his
research career." If this is the most important discovery of his research career | wonder what the most

important discovery of his not-research career is?

The research that he and his associates did on rolling and dollar spot is some of the most interesting

shee

Last"
| cou
intor
weat|



