Third-party election activities under scrutiny as complaints
rise
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A voter casts a ballot in the 2011 federal election in Toronto on May 2, 2011. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Chris Young

OTTAWA — The number of complaints about third-party activities during the last
federal election jumped almost nine-fold over the previous one, prompting the elections
commissioner to suggest an update of the rules.

A spokeswoman for Yves Cote, the commissioner of Canada Elections, told The

Canadian Press there were 105 complaints related to third-party activities in the 2015
campaign.



After the 2011 ballot, the number of complaints was just 12.

The latest statistics come as another complaint is filed by Alberta Conservative MP
Michael Cooper, who alleges in a letter this month to Cote that in 2015 the U.S.-based
Tides Foundation donated nearly $700,000 to eight organizations that registered as
third parties for the 2015 campaign.

Cooper doesn't know when in 2015 the donations were received, which is potentially the
critical element to his complaint, because the law only prohibits foreign donations to
registered third parties six months before the campaign begins.

Cooper however said the timing shouldn't matter because Canada Elections Act also
prohibits non-residents from doing anything to induce a Canadian to vote for or against
a person or party.

"Foreign influence is a serious issue," he said. "Canadians deserve elections that are free
from foreign interference and influence."

To date Cote hasn't laid any charges from any of the complaints about third parties.

In an appearance at a Senate committee last month, Cote said he thinks it's time
Parliament takes a look at the rules for third parties, noting they haven't changed in 17
years.

The number of third parties that registered more than doubled between 2011 and 2015,
to 114 from 55.

The Canada Elections Act only applies to third parties with regard to advertising
activities. Third parties, including unions and corporations barred from donating
directly to political parties, can do as much direct calling, door-knocking and polling as
they like.

Concerns about foreign influence during an election are high after the U.S. election and
the investigation into alleged Russian interference to help Donald Trump win. The
Canadian government has asked the Communications Security Establishment to look at
whether the 2019 federal election is vulnerable to outside influence, particularly through
cybercrimes such as hacking.

Demoaocratic Institutions Minister Karina Gould said in a statement Tuesday the
government plans to review the spending limits placed on political parties and third
parties during an election, as well as introduce new spending limits for advertising
between elections. She did not specifically mention whether the review will look at the
scope of third parties, or whether the Canada Elections Act laws for third parties should
be extended to activities other than advertising.



Jessica Clogg, executive director at West Coast Environmental Law, called Cooper's
complaint "one more poorly informed witch hunt designed to undermine the work that
charities and non-profits do on behalf of Canadians.”

She said the West Coast Environmental Law Association and the West Coast
Environmental Law Research Foundation registered under third-party provisions only
to be able to continue to take positions on environmental law issues during the
campaign period, and never supported or opposed any particular candidate or party. All
advertising done during the writ period was paid for by Canadian donors, she said. The
Tides Foundation donations the two bodies received were unrelated to elections work
entirely.

Keith Stewart, senior energy strategist with Greenpeace Canada, said in a written
statement that Greenpeace — which also received Tides Foundation money — spent just
$3,000 on election-related advertising, and all of it came from Canadians.

Conservative Senator Linda Frum intends to introduce her own legislation to ban
Canadian organizations from accepting foreign donations to use for political activities
within Canada. A phone call to her office Tuesday was not returned.

http://www.timescolonist.com/third-party-election-activities-under-scrutiny-as-complaints-rise-1.20154015

CHARITY STATUSES MUST BE REVOKED !

The #@!'% environmental-terrxrist organizations never stop interfering in
partisan politics & public policy. Consequently, these poor Ii’'l enviro-
terrxrist charities are under investigation for violating taxation laws. The
following organizations have been UNDER AUDIT INVESTIGATION for illegal
interference in partisan politics & public policy since 2012, including — e
David Suzuki Foundation < Ecology Action Centre < Environmental
Defence Canada < Equiterre < Pembina Foundation <« Tides Canada
e West Coast Environmental Law < ... and others. These
environmental-terrxrist organizations are presently under investigation
because ... < they violate taxation laws < they deserve to be
investigated <« they have illegally interfered for decades. Their mock-
complaints about political harassment are WITHOUT merit. They deserve
the spotlight of government investigations, as well as the scrutiny of



taxation agencies. The pubilic is directed to complain about these
organizations by contacting business, fund-raising, government, and
taxation agencies ! Their non-profit charity statuses must be investigated
and hopefully revoked. Everyone must complain, complain, complain.

For the whole truth about ENVIRO-PROFIT, please explore the following links

v -- SEVEN ENVIRONMENTAL CHARITIES FACE CANADA REVENUE AGENCY AUDITS ( Report )

http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/02/10/7-environmental-charities-face-canada-revenue-agency-audits-politics-cbc-
news/

v -- BIG CHILL ON POOR LI'L ENVIRO-TERRXRIST CHARITIES ( Blog )

http://pesticidetruths.com/2017/03/23/enviro-profit-investigated-by-canada-revenue-agency-the-big-chill-on-
poor-lil-enviro-terrorist-charities-illegal-interference-with-partisan-politics-public-policy-2016-12/

vV -- COMPLAINT & LITIGATION CHANNELS AGAINST ANTI-PESTICIDE & ENVIRONMENTAL-TERRXRIST
ORGANIZATIONS ( Web-Page )

http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/complaint-channels/

WE SPEAK THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT ENVIRO-PROFIT FROM AN INDEPENDENT
PERSPECTIVE !

We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to
destroy the Green space and other industries ( NORAHG ). As a non-profit
and independent organization, we are environmentalists who are dedicated
to reporting about truth-challenged pesticide-hating fanatxcs ( HUJE ) who
conspire to destroy businesses that are dependent on the use of safe and
effective conventional pest control products. We also report on the work of
respected and highly-rated experts who promote environmental realism and
Pesticide Truths. http://wp.me/p1jg40-8DV

NORAHG is the sworn enemy of lying, pompous, smug, uneducated, &
pesticide-hating enviro-fanatxcs. Overwhelming scientific evidence clearly
demonstrates that pest control products are scientifically-safe, and will not
cause harm to children, adults, animals, or the environment.
http://wp.me/pljg40-7HR http://wp.me/P1jg40-2ha
http://wp.me/pl1jg40-6Q6 http://wp.me/pljg40-5ni

Not surprisingly, enviro-fanatxcs have demonstrated that they are incapable
of processing overwhelming scientific evidence. Should we trust these
fanatxcs, who conveniently ignore scientific evidence, and attempt to



impose their politicized-doctrines and twisted life-style choices against our
society ?1?!

NORAHG was the brainchild of Mr William H Gathercole and his colleagues in
1991. Mr Gathercole is now retired, although his name continues to appear
as founder. We dare to defy the pesticide-hating fanatxcs by exploring the
whole truth from an independent perspective on The Pesticide Truths Web-
Site ... http://pesticidetruths.com/

If you wish to receive free reports on issues that concern you, please contact
us at ... force.of.de.nature@gmail.com

WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G



