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How the' Ontario Pesticide Ban was Won

Slide Presentation
by Gideon Forman,
May 21st, 2009.

Step #1

The Right Messaging.

- We focused on protecting children. 2 of 19.

«  Our ads featured a beautiful child with captions:
> “ Only a ban will protect them ”
or
> “ They’re not safe ”.
« As the campaign wore on (and the recession set

in) we also conveyed the message that the ban would
help grow jobs and business in the lawn care sector.

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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How! the Ontario Pesticide Ban was Won

Slide Presentation
by Gideon Forman,
May 21st, 20009.

Step #5

Wrote letters to the editor and op-eds. 3 of 19.

- There was huge industry resistance to the ban,
especially in the media.

- To counter this, we wrote (and encouraged oth-
ers to write) letters to the editor and op—eds.

- These supported the ban from a variety of an-
gles, including its value creating green jobs.

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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Pesticide ban
is win-win-win

April 20th, 2009

The Barrie Examiner

Letterto the Editor:

Response to article favouring prohibition
Thank you for covering Ontario's excellent new pesticide law.

But we wish you had mentioned the law's many benefits. In addition to pro-
tecting children's health, drinking water, and family pets, it will also help our
economy.

Communities which have banned pesticides have seen substantial growth in
their lawn care sector. In the five years following a pesticide prohibition in
Halifax, for example, the number of landscaping firms in the city increased
53%, according to Statistics Canada.

And here in Ontario, major lawncare | sic | firms are already saying that, be-
cause organic methods are more labour-intensive, they'll be hiring more work-
ers this year.

So the new pesticide ban is a winner: good for the planet, good for our kids,
good for employment.

Gideon Forman

Executive Director ‘@ = =
Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environm ent -
(C.A.P.E.) ;
gideon@cape.ca

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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Weed pickers
will get jobs with
new pesticide ban

March 19th, 2009

THE WINDSOR STAR

Letterito the Editor

Putting people to work is important and the new Ontario pesticide law will
help. Other communities that passed pesticide restrictions have seen major
growth in their lawn care sector.

6 of 19.

For example, in the five years following introduction of a pesticide ban in Hali-
fax, the number of lawn care companies in the city grew 53 per cent from 118
to 180, according to Statistics Canada.

And Toronto has seen an increase in lawn care firms each year since that city
passed a pesticide bylaw. But none of this is surprising.

Non-toxic lawn care, which involves hand—weeding , is more labour—intensive.
We expect the new legislation will spur job creation in Windsor, especially
among young people seeking summer work.

Gideon Forman \(14
N\

Executive Director Ca >
Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environm ent '

(C.A.P.E.)
gideon@cape.ca

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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Pesticide ban

is the most
health protection
in North America

March 17th, 2009

OBSERVER

Pembroke Observer

Letter: to thel Editor:

| There is | one misleading claim. You say concern over pesticides is being ex- 7 of 19.
pressed by “special interest groups”. In fact, polling shows concern over
pesticides is expressed by about 70% of Ontarians. It is also expressed by On-

tario's health authorities including the Registered Nurses' Association of

Ontario , the Ontario College of Family Physicians , the Ontario Medical
Association (Section on Pediatrics), and the Canadian Cancer Society —

all of which strongly support the new provincial ban. It would just be silly to

call Ontario's family doctors, paediatricians | sic |, nurses, and health charities

“special interests”. Their only interest is protecting the public.

The special interests are those groups opposing the ban.

Gideon Forman
Executive Director CaAa
Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environ- -
ment (C.A.P.E.)

gideon@cape.ca

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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Health and Environmental Organizations Support
Ontario-wide Ban on Cosmetic Pesticides

%):rfaﬁa- mg

——

We support the Ontario government’s plan to enact
pesticide legislation and call for a law that:

# prohibits the use, sale and retail display of cosmetic/ornamental pesticides for outdoor,
non-agricultural use (including pesticide/fertilizer combinations);

® allows exemptions only to protect public health;

® requires publicity of the ban and public education about
alternatives to pesticides;

@ includes effective mechanisms for enforcement; and

@ is passed in 2008 and is phased in and fully
implemented within the government’s current mandate.

In a world of multiple chemical exposures, we must remove
needless risks from lawn and garden pesticides.
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Review urges reducing
pesticide exposure

March 13th, 2009

ji.. OTTAWA
A CITIZEN
Lettertolthe Editor
Ontario College of Family Physicians ' pesticide literature review is a
landmark document on the human health effects of pesticide exposure. 10 of 19.

It represents the scientific views of an expert team of medical doctors working
under the auspices of an organization representing 9,000 family physicians

The review found very troubling associations between pesticide exposure and
an increased risk of cancer, neurological illness, and reproductive problems.
Based on its scientific findings, it concluded that Ontarians should "avoid ex-
posure to all pesticides whenever and wherever possible."

To ensure that their work met the most stringent demands of scientific schol-
arship, the review's authors submitted their research to the prestigious journal
Canadian Family Physician.

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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After a thorough peer-review process — in which third-party medical authori-
ties examined the authors' findings — the research was accepted for publica-

tion in the Canadian Family Physician's October 2007 issue.

We urge all citizens to read this publication for themselves. If they do, we be-
lieve they will share the scientists' recommendation that “"exposure to all
pesticides be reduced.”

Those supporting continued use of non-essential pesticides *

tend to be connected with the pesticide industry itself. Those \ | A
urging a phase-out of cosmetic pesticides include Ontario's

doctors and nurses and the Canadian Cancer Society . ‘ .
Readers must decide for themselves whom they trust to pro- l '
tect their health. o

Gideon Forman

Executive Director £
e

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environm ent Cc E
(C.A.P.E)) (!D
gideon@cape.ca q 11 of 19.

Culprits that have conspired to prohilnt pest control products.

Peter Goodhand. National President & Chief Executive Officer (C.E.O.). Canadian Cancer
Society (C.C.S.). Toronto.

Kapil Khatter. Physician. Board Member. Canadian Environmental Law Association
(C.E.L.A.). Ontario College of Family Physicians (O.C.F.P.). Former Pollution Policy Advisor. Envi-
ronmental Defence. President. Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (C.A.P.E.).
Laidlaw Foundation. Project Manager. Canadian Partnership for Children's Health and the Envi-
ronment (C.P.C.H.E.). Toronto.

Janet « Jan » Kasperski. Nurse. Chief Executive Officer. Ontario College of Family
Physicians (O.C.F.P.). Toronto.

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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New pesticide ban
will help health,
economy

March 13th, 2009

Letter to the Editor:

Response: Pesticide ban is a pest: Weed Man rep, March 10t, 2009

It's good to hear some lawn—-care operators are already using non-toxic prod-
ucts to control lawn pests. That means the transition to Ontario's new pesti- 9 ¢ 19
cide law — the most health protective in North America — will be smooth.

We also believe the new legislation will be good for business. In the five
years following a pesticide ban in Halifax, the num ber of lawn-care
firms in the city grew 53 per cent —— from 118 to 180, according to
Statistics Canada.

The number of employees in the sector grew as well.

Statistics Canada also found that the number of lawn-care companies in To-
ronto has grown every year since that city brought in a pesticide bylaw. The
new provincial pesticide regulations will not only protect human health and the
environment, they'll also be a boon to our economy.

Gideon Forman
LA

Executive Director ‘@ = -
Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environm ent .
(C.A.P.E.)

gideon@cape.ca

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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How! the Ontario Pesticide Ban was Won

Slide Presentation 4 .
by Gideon Forman, : : .
May 21st, 2009.

Step #6

Met key Ministers or their staff

« As the campaign wore on (and the recession set 13 of 19.
in) we also conveyed the message that the ban would

help grow jobs and business in the lawn care sector.

« In addition to the Minister of Environment, we

met with advisors to the Ministers of Trade, Small
Business, and Economic Development.

- These Ministers had reservations because indus-

try told them the ban would hurt the economy.

We said, “ On the contrary : it will be helpful ”.

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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Statistics Canada report regarding
lawn care industry and pesticides by-law

Overview :

A report by a Statistics Canada released on Oct. 4, 2005, looked at the num-
ber of companies and employees in the landscaping sector in Halifax. The data
is part of a study called Canadian Business Pattern (1998-2005.) The report
indicates that the number of companies and employees of those companies in the
Halifax landscaping sector has risen since the pesticide by-law was enacted there.

The Halifax pesticides by-law was enacted in 2000; the date it became effective
for the majority of the community was April 2003. In essence, the data shows
there is no evidence that the enactment of a by-law restricting the use of pesti-
cides in Halifax was detrimental to the landscaping services sector. In fact, the
data shows just the opposite: the by-law appears to have been beneficial, with
growth shown in both the areas of number of companies and number of jobs.

In particular :

« The number of landscaping firms in Halifax increased steadily since 1998;

* Growth was not interrupted by the enactment of a pesticide by-law in 2000
and its effective date for the majority of the community in April 2003;

¢ Since 2000, the number of firms has increased by 53% — from 118
to 180 companies ;

+ There has been growth in the size of landscaping firms in Halifax — in the
past two years, the number of firms with 50 to 99 employees has increased
from none to five; and

Since 2000, there was growth in small businesses :
+ The number of businesses with 5-9 employees increased from 16 to 22;
* The number of businesses with 10-19 employees increased from 14 to 20;

and
* The number of businesses with 20-49 employees increased from 5 to 12.

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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Neitablexguetaticint

he reality is the operational revenue

dropped by 40% with most of the nine

companies that operate in the Halifax
area and it has taken five years to recover from
those losses.

Quote from

Jeffrey Lowes

March 25th, 2009

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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The reality of the Statistics Canada report

regarding the lawn care industry in Halifax

February 25th, 2009
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The Hippocratic Oath,
the Modern Environmental
Terrorist Version ...

18 of 19.

.. | must play an evil God
and try to annihilate the
Green Space Industry.

William . Gathercole & Norah @. | force.of.de.nature@gmail.com | Force of Nature Media Report.
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Force of Naturewas launched for continuous transmission on theret on January12009."

It is a series of e-newsletters destined for @r@en Space Industrythe environmental
movementpaliticians, municipalities, and the media, nataide across Canada, and parts of the
United StatesForce of Natureis produced in two parts. First. ThNeedia Reporttself that
reports on the current events affecting the futirtaieGreen Space IndustrySecond.Inde-
pendent Perspectivewhich is a running commentary, sometimes alsa afore technical in
nature.

Force of Natureis the brainchild of Wiliam H. Gathercole and ienstourage The opinions
expressed in these e—newsletters, even though drorv ., may not

* reflect those of everyone,in t@&reen Space Industypr Mr. Gathercole’s mar sociates. Be
warned ! Mr. Gathercole and his team may somettmeser |rreverent and f with these e—
newsletters. .

William H. Gathercole holds a-deigree iht
pure and applied science degree fid

the Grgen |Space Indus&gcludlng‘b
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evolution ofenV| enmental terrori
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against unethical xcessive municipal r ing,the use of pest control prod

the Town of Hud though K accud - i t-mov

is, in fact, simply a's! advogeRe):! - ; . this

not precluded him from cri ‘ : ! I ~our long
journey with environmenta ¢ Uity ! any years, Mr. Gather-
cole has been a contribuli | ine, Canada’s Turf
and Grounds Maintenance Aute
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