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Dandelion pull at Knoch Park to
reward volunteers who uproot the
most weeds

Knoch Park
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NonToxic Naperville and the Midwest Pesticide Action Center are hosting a dandelion pull at Knoch Park in
Naperville at 6 p.m. May 17. (Erin Hegarty / Naperville Sun)

Erin HegartyContact Reporter

Naperville Sun



Volunteers who pull the most dandelions from the lawn at Naperville’s Knoch
Park later this month will be rewarded with a prize — and not just the kind
that comes from the sweet satisfaction of pulling the yellow-flowering plants
up by their roots.

NonToxic Naperville and the Midwest Pesticide Action Center are hosting a
dandelion pull at Knoch Park in Naperville at 6 p.m. May 17. Prizes, which
haven’t been decided yet, will be awarded to the teams that properly uproot
the most dandelions in five minutes.

Midwest Pesticide Action Center, a nonprofit organization that aims to reduce
the environmental and health effects of pesticides by promoting safer
alternatives, will provide standing or ground weeders for teams to use in
removing the dandelions.

Officials say pulling the plants many people find annoying shouldn’t cause
disruption.

“There’s not a lot of harm in pulling them, though it could dislodge the soil a
bit,” said Ryan Anderson, program and communications manager for Midwest
Pesticide Action Center. “Dandelions are good at reducing soil erosion.”

Anderson recommends filling empty dandelion pockets with something like
dirt or a compost solution.

The dandelion event comes about a year after Naperville residents urged a ban
on using Roundup and other chemical weed killers in city parks.

As a result of the effort, Naperville Park District for the next two years is
treating eight of its 137 parks with organic herbicides and similar plant and
vegetation products. The district also uses only organic products in the
immediate vicinities of playgrounds.

“The park district appreciates this project, initiated by the Midwest Pesticide
Action Center and NonToxic Naperville,” said Sue Omanson, community
development manager for the district. “As we continue to maintain the
district’s playgrounds and eight designated parks with natural and organic
products, volunteers will be needed to help pull weeds in these areas.”

The yellow dandelions that become ubiquitous on residential and public
patches of grass actually do not cause any damage, Anderson said.



“Dandelions don’t harm our lawns at all. It’s considered a weed because we
find them unsightly,” Anderson said. “They attract pollinators and actually
aren’t going to harm your grass.”

Following the dandelion pull will be a brief presentation about natural lawn
care for those looking to incorporate the practices on their own lawns,
Anderson said.



