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A non-native organism whose 

introduction can cause harm to the 

environment, human health or 

economic interests.

-- Centre for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health

What is an invasive species?
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Agriculture

Canada thistle
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Biodiversity and ecological health

Purple loosestrife
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Property / Infrastructure

Japanese knotweed



6

Public health

Giant hogweed
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Impacts:

• Different plants and pests will thrive

• Existing invasive species will expand range 

• New invasive species could take hold 

Our Changing Climate
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• Everyone…

• Federal Government

• Provincial Government

• Local Governments

• Weed Committees/Councils

(e.g., Invasive Species Council of Metro Vancouver)

• Right-of-way holders

• Businesses

• Public

Who has a role?

English holly

Yellow flag iris
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Metro Vancouver’s role

• Land manager

• Regional Parks

• Watersheds

• Facilities

• Regional collaboration and 

coordination

• Regional Invasive Species Task 

Force

Wild chervil

Garlic mustard



10

Flora
• Giant hogweed*

• Knotweeds (Japanese, giant, 

bohemian, Himalayan)*

• Purple loosestrife*

• Canada thistle*

• Yellow flag iris*

• Garlic mustard*

• Wild chervil*

• Common tansy*

• Spartina / cordgrass*

• Gorse*

Some invasive species in 
Metro Vancouver

European fire ants

Fauna
• European chafer beetles

• Fire ants (European and Impressive)

• Grey squirrel

Common tansy

• Himalayan and cut leaf 

blackberry

• Scotch broom

• Himalayan balsam / 

Policeman’s helmet

• Orange hawkweed

• English holly

• English ivy

• Butterfly bush

• Common periwinkle

• Yellow archangel / lamium

• Daphne / spurge-laurel

• Many more…
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Grow Green website

• No invasive plants and many designs feature native plants

Spring SunshineHomegrown Beauty
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Thank you


