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Aboriginal Affairs May 26th, 1999

Mr. Speaker, recently in the House we have had a couple of great progress reports on aboriginal 
self-government negotiations in western Canada. There are quite a few aboriginal communities 
and nations in the province of Quebec. I would like the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development to tell us what if any negotiations are going on for aboriginal self-government in my 
province of Quebec.

Petitions May 25th, 1999

Mr. Speaker, this petition calls on parliament to enact an immediate moratorium on the cosmetic 
use of chemical pesticides until such time as their use has been scientifically proven to be safe 
and the long term consequences of their application known.

Petitions May 25th, 1999

Mr. Speaker, the first petition I present today calls upon parliament to advocate the adoption of 
the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade report regarding reducing 
the political value of nuclear weapons for the 21st century. The petition also calls upon the 
Government of Canada to adopt the report as official policy, to implement all of the 
recommendations fully and promptly and to harmonize existing government positions and 
programs with the spirit and the intent of the report.

Team Canada May 12th, 1999

Mr. Speaker, next September, the Prime Minister will leave on a trade mission with Team 
Canada to promote Canada's economic interests in Australia and Japan.

The mission will focus on seven sectors identified as priorities by our government: aerospace, 
energy and natural resources, agriculture and food biotechnology, health care, 
telecommunications and information technologies and, finally, education and the environment.

This fourth trip to the Asia-Pacific region speaks to Team Canada's interest in developing trade 
ties in the area.

It is one specific way in which the government can promote the professionalism and know-how 
of Canadians and Quebeckers.
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Pierre Petel May 6th, 1999

Mr. Speaker, it is with sadness that we learned the passing of one of the fathers of Radio-
Canada, Pierre Petel, who died at the age of 79, after a long illness.

Born in the Montreal neighbourhood of Hochelaga, Pierre Petel studied at the school of furniture 
designing. He was a student of Paul-Émile Borduas and a fellow of painter Jean-Paul Riopelle. 
He was one of the first francophone filmmakers at the National Film Board, where he worked 
from 1945 to 1950.

At the very beginning of national television, in September 1952, Pierre Petel was the author and 
producer of Radio-Canada's first teleplay, Le Seigneur de Brinqueville . Mr. Petel's death is 
particularly sad since we are celebrating the NFB's 60th anniversary this week.

I extend my most sincere condolences to the relatives and friends of this Radio-Canada giant, 
and I say thank you Pierre Petel for your lifelong work.

Jacques Parizeau April 29th, 1999

Mr. Speaker, Jacques Parizeau, the new Bloc Quebecois researcher, announced this morning 
the holding of a Bloc forum on globalization.

By still toeing the line of promoting Quebec separation, the Bloc Quebecois has not in any way 
grasped the advantages for Quebec of belonging to the Canadian federation.

As far as the globalization of modern economies is concerned, it is in the best interests of 
Canada to be united in order to retain its margin of action and economic strength on the 
international scene.

What the new Bloc Quebecois researcher is recommending is nothing more and nothing less 
than the weakening of Quebec in the face of the new realities which are reducing economic 
barriers.

Globalization places great importance on Canadian identity and strength, for joint and co-
operative efforts by all governments protect—

Workplace Safety April 23rd, 1999

Madam Speaker, I would first like to say this.

I can certainly relate to the victims of Westray. My father and my uncle once worked in mines in 
the United States. Fortunately, they were never victims of a tragedy.

My father-in-law was a mineworker in Belgium and he survived the two worst 
disasters—explosions—that ever struck Belgian mines. In the early fifties, he was decorated by 
the Belgian government for his acts of heroism. He had saved victims of explosion in one mine. I 
am only too aware of what a tragedy this is.

The motion brought forward in the House deals with the safety of Canadian workers. Since this 
government has always been concerned with the safety and welfare of workers, I am happy, as 
a government member, to have this opportunity to comment on the motion.

First I want to tell the member who moved the motion that I share his concerns about safety in 
the workplace. The Westray tragedy, which the motion refers to, brought back to the attention of 

Bloc Quebecois April 23rd, 1999

Mr. Speaker, this morning the Leader of the Bloc entered into the fray on the issue of a step-by-
step referendum process, by taking position against this trick of Guy Bouthillier and Denis 
Monière with respect to the separation of Quebec from the rest of Canada.
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This is not a government site. Not even sort of.News articles via Google News.
Questions, suggestions, complaints, epic poetry? E-mail, or our feedback forum.

Indeed, there was enough for everyone last weekend. The Bloc Leader joined the hardline 
separatists by opposing a scenario of asking Quebeckers to vote on a special status for 
Quebec.

The Bloc takes a radical stand on the future of Quebec. It advocates the independence of 
Quebec, which was rejected twice by Quebeckers: first in 1980 and again in 1995.

While those academic discussions are going on, our Liberal government opted for a practical 
solution and is dealing with one issue at a time to improve Canadian federalism.

Vive le Canada.

Quebec April 22nd, 1999

Mr. Speaker, this morning, the head of the Saint-Jean Baptiste society, Guy Bouthillier, and a 
former active separatist, Denis Minière, proposed to the Premier of Quebec that he start a new 
round of constitutional negotiations with the federal government.

They are looking for ways to get people to swallow the pill of Quebec's separation from the rest 
of Canada, an option twice rejected by a majority of Quebeckers. The separatists have 
understood that Quebec's separation from the rest of Canada will not go down easily. And the 
year 2000 is approaching rapidly. They are getting restless. We wonder whether there is not a 
separatist agenda hidden away somewhere in the boxes of Parti Quebecois organizers.

The separatist movement is a thing of the past. It is a concept that will lead to division, scorn 
and the loss of real benefits for Quebec in economic, cultural and social terms.

Canada Post April 20th, 1999

Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Public Works and Government Services.

We have heard about a message circulating on the Internet suggesting that Canada Post and 
the government want to impose a 5¢ tax on every message sent electronically in this country.

We in this House know that bill 602P does not exist. However, I would like to know if the 
government is contemplating policy changes which could impose levies like that.
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