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DDT; the myths and the reality

By Caoon 12/15/2007

In 1970 the National Academy of Sciences, in their book Life Sciences, stated that, “In little more than
two decades DDT has prevented 500 million deaths due to malaria.”

But-a reporter asked Dr. Charles Wurster, one of the major opponents of DDT, whether a ban on DDT
wouldn’t actually result in far greater use of more toxic pesticides. Dr. Wurster is reported to have
replied,

“So what? People are the cause of all the problems. We have too many of them. We need to get rid of
some of them and this is as good a way as any.”

When asked by the same reporter,

“Doctor, how do you square the killing of people with the mere loss of some birds?”

Dr. Wurster is reported to have replied,

“It doesn’t really make a lot of difference, because organophosphate acts locally and only kills farm
workers and most of them are Mexicans and Negroes.” 1

To population control advocates like environmentalists, preventing human death is alarming. Since
preservation of human life is intolerable, they continue to campaign for ways to manage the
nonexistent problem. One of these is to wage an ideological war to continue the ban and any further use
of DDT, and to stress ‘birth control’ in third world countries over life-saving improvement in sanitation
and water quality. Up until 1970 when DDT was banned for political reasons, all reliable scientific data
had consistently demonstrated that DDT was safe for both humans and animals. 2 3

In fact, it was dusted on American soldiers during WWII to prevent lice, mosquitos and fleas from
infecting people with typhus, malaria and yellow fever. This campaign was so successful, that later, it
was even dusted on civilians; and displaced persons after the liberation of Auschwitz, etc.. It was used
in the Korean and Vietnam wars, until it was banned in 1972. 4.Today it could not only be used in
thirdworld countries against malaria, typhus and yellow fever, but it could be used in Iraq and
Afghanistan against sandflies that carry sand fly fever and leishmaniasis.s ¢

In an article at Worldnet Daily, Jack Cashill recounts ]. Gordon Edwards’ experience with DDT when he
was just 25 years old and stationed in Italy. 7
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While on duty in Italy in 1944, he and the other soldiers in his company had been plagued by body
lice. This lice was spreading typhus among the troops, a disease that had killed 3 million people in
Europe during and after the previous war. To check the developing epidemic, the chemists at Merck
& Company in New Jersey produced the first 500 pounds of American-made DDT, rushed it to the
airport, and flew it to Italy.

There, Edwards got the order to dust every soldier in his company with the DDT powder. For two
weeks straight, he did just that, breathing the fog of white dust as he did so. Much to everyone’s
relief, the DDT worked, and the epidemic was checked. The surgeon general estimated that the DDT
had saved the lives of 5,000 soldiers. After the war, inspired by this experience, Edwards went on to
get his Ph.D. in entomology from Ohio State University and eventually headed out to San Jose State
University where he taught medical entomology courses for more than 30 years.
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edwards not only went on to get his ph.d in entomology
after his experience in italy, but became a well-known mountain climber and author of the 1991 bible
for climbers, entitled “a climber’s guide to glacier national park”. He died in 2004, at the ripe old age of
84 of a heart attack, while climbing with his wife.

This should come as a surprise, because if the claims about cancer and DDT were true, he surely would
have succumbed to cancer. Rachel Carson, however, was diagnosed with breast cancer while she was
preparing her “Silent Spring” manuscript. 8 And there are numerous studies that verify that DDT doesn’t
cause cancer.’ 10

Edwards was pictured on the cover of Esquire in 1971, eating DDT. Edwards was so convinced of the
safety of DDT, he took to eating a spoonful of it in front of his classes and never experienced the
traumatic effects Carson’s book warned about. Until his death, Edwards advocated the use of DDT to
save third world countries from the devastating effects of malaria and diseases like typhus and West
Nile Virus. Steve Milloy worked with Edwards on ‘100 things you should know about DDT’ posted on
Junkscience.com, 1t and Milloy wrote an article at Frontpage Magazine saying that Edwards had just
begun to see a turnaround, but it is up to us to carry on his work.:2
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Indeed, DDT was the safest pesticide ever known to mankind. Furthermore, it was inexpensive and
could be widely used in third-world countries to control the spread of insect-borne diseases.

In 1959, unprotected workmen applied 60,000 tons of DDT to the inside walls of 100 million houses.
Neither the 130,000 workmen or the 535 million people living in the sprayed houses experienced any
adverse effects. 13

Yet despite all the evidence that DDT was beneficial, population control adherents set out to have DDT
banned in the name of “saving the environment”.
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Surely we would have heard about all the people succumbing to cancer and nervous system-type
illnesses if the allegations made in Carson’s book were true. They not only crop dusted with DDT, but
they sprayed it inside airline cabins, exposing all of the passengers.

Indeed, it was openly sprayed around playing children.

Carson’s complaints involved contrived stories declaring DDT the cause of softening of eggshells, which
turned out to be the result of controlled studies withdrawing much-needed calcium from bird diets.
And fictitious stories about DDT interfering with the balance of nature and decreasing bird populations
despite the Audobon Society’s Christmas birdcounts and other counts which showed bird populations
on the rise during the periods of heavy DDT use. 14 15 16 17 All of this, in addition to alleging DDT would
endanger humanity through the food chain. In truth, all of those stories were fabricated and part of a
carefully-coordinated program to block further use of the lifesaving pesticide. 18

William Ruckelshaus, longtime member of the Environmental Defense Fund and Director of the EPA,
outlawed further use of DDT in 1972 despite the recommendation of the EPA Chairman Investigating
Committee, which had heard six months of testimony on the use of the pesticide, and determined that
DDT was completely safe. When Ruckelshaus outlawed further use of DDT, he signed the death warrant
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for hundreds of millions of helpless human beings living in third-world countries. He admitted later it
was ‘political’.

If the National Academy of Sciences was correct in its 1970 assessment, we have probably lost over 600
million human lives during the past twenty-five years since advocates of population control succeeded
in outlawing DDT.1

The religion of environmentalism consists of attacking its opponents through verbal assault and
character assassination. “Infidels” to environmentalists are ‘deniers’ - and envrionmentalists’
nonsensical arguments sustain a campaign to deny the deniers any platform for their views. Part of the
rhetoric used is dismissing the source, claiming citations are to ‘all the tobacco lobbyist crazies’ and the
“Lyndon LaRouche crazies”. Yet, | have not seen one shred of evidence that shows that the information
at Rachel was Wrong and National Geographic and other reputable sources is contrary to the scientific
evidence which easily refute Carson’s claims. It was demonstrated during WWII and beyond-that DDT
was safe and saved lives. In fact, in 1948, Paul Herman MA%ller was given The Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine 1948 “for his discovery of the high efficiency of DDT as a contact poison against
several arthropods”. 20

Although since we don’t manufacture DDT in the U.S. anymore, | am hesitant to posit that notion that
China or India will be able to furnish a suitable replacement, since copying patented drugs after 1995 is
prohibited without a license.

As we've seen in the past, the WHO suports the purchase of knockoff foreign substitutes of life-saving
medications, which has two terrible consequences. First, they are ‘knockoffs’ that don’t have the same
effect, and secondly, it doesn’t motivate pharmaceutical companies to invest in R&D to create new
lifesaving cures. Since the United States is the only country that produces new drugs, thatis a
frightening prospect for the future. The world relies on the U.S,, the only economy that resembles a free
market left in the world, yet environmentalists are working to change it.

[t fits in with the international environmental socialists’ agenda; from a socialist party website: 21

Our chants called for the nationalisation of big business and public services and for fundamental
change in how society is run to address the risk posed to the planet.

Risks that are...nonexistent, like the mythical population explosion. 22

Each and every person; whether major or minor commentator or blogger, who manifests disbelief in
the global warming religion can expect to become a target of abuse from self-appointed protectors of
unhinged environmental screeds.

This is diametrically opposed to the real scientific method. Because if a person really believes in
science, he’s not going to base his opinions on rhetorical arguments based on personal attacks of an
opponent; he’s going to review the facts and data and use critical thinking skills. Posit a hypothesis, and
test to see if it’s true.
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Which doesn’t happen with environmentalists who kneel before the gods of global warming, etc., as you
can see above. Ph.D.’s poke fun about this, but this approach has already reaped dreadful consequences.

If their arguments were based on science, they would be able to engage in a reasonable debate on the
subject without calling people names, and while citing source material that doesn’t go to unhinged
places like COUNTERPUNCH.

Update here. I'm now being threatened with a lawsuit by a man in a bathtub for two points in this post.
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