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3 Non-Pesticide Reasons
Beekeepers Lost 44 Percent Of
Bees In 2015-16

Posted on May 11, 2016 by Hank Campbell

Why is it that environmental groups always make women look stupid? Perhaps
because environmental groups don’t like women. That would explain why the wage
gap in the environmental sector is so much larger than in engineering. Image
link: BBC

The Bee Informed Partnership takes an annual survey of commercial and
backyard beekeepers in order to track health and survival rates of honey bee colonies.

The latest results show that colonies declined 44 percent during the year spanning April
2015 to April 2016.

That sounds alarming, and it is in contrast to studies showing that bee numbers are not
in decline, they were instead at a 20-year high last year.(1)



How can the claims be so different? Should we be alarmed or not?

There are three reasons why lazy journalists who rewrite Friends of the Earth press
releases are not only getting it wrong claiming pesticides are a cause, they are
misrepresenting the data:

1) Surveys are not studies. Beekeeping has become a fad and that means a whole lot
of amateurs have killed a whole lot of bees. Despite what the kind of people who go into
amateur beekeeping in the last few years think, you can't just stick a hive in

your backyard and watch the awesome power of nature take over. Well, nature will take
over, but it will be the mean kind of nature — the bees will die. More bees are killed in
truck accidents than due to pesticides, but that doesn’t show up in surveys or in press
releases from environmental groups. If | were a bee, I'd be really ‘stressed’ about being
hauled on a truck out to some place that will sell or rent me to an amateur beekeeper
likely to kill me with incompetence.

2) They use both winter loss and summer loss combined. Lots and lots of bees die
during the winter, and the harsher the winter the more they die, so this combined
number doesn’t have much validity because it hasn’'t been gathered long enough — only
six years. On the other hand, the more recent term Colony Collapse Disorder is actually
a recurring that has been documented for as long as beekeeping has been
documented.See reports in the years 950, 992, 1443, 1853, 1868, 1891, 1896, 1903,
1905, 1918, 1919, in the 1920s, the 1930s, the 1960s, 1975 and 1995. During those
early years they had low literacy. Imagine how many collapses would have been
recorded if everyone knew how to write.

The real difference this year over last: 3.5 percent. In nature, that is statistical wobble.
3) One-off results are not really telling much of a science story. Activists

are promoting this latest number as an impending Neonicotinoid pesticide doomsday
only your check or credit card donation (act now!) can prevent, but scientists recognize
there are many factors contributing to wild swings in bee deaths. The biggest culprit is
the varroa mite, a deadly parasite that rapidly spreads spread between colonies but
doesn’t show up in surveys. And there are changes in climate and land use that make a
difference — weather is the big reason northern Europe seemed at one point to have
more bee losses while Australia, which uses plenty of neonics pesticides, had no
decline in bees at all.

Though journalists are making this a pesticide issue, the scholars behind the work don’t.

“We’re now in the second year of high rates of summer loss, which is cause for serious
concern,” Dennis vanEngelsdorp, an assistant professor of entomology at the University
of Maryland and project director for the Bee Informed Partnership, said in their
statement. “Some winter losses are normal and expected. But the fact that beekeepers
are losing bees in the summer, when bees should be at their healthiest, is quite
alarming.”



He said much the same thing last May, and implicated parasites. “Our biggest surprise
was the high level of varroa, especially in fall, and in well-managed colonies cared for
by beekeepers who have taken steps to control the mites. We knew that varroa was a
problem, but it seems to be an even bigger problem than we first thought. Moreover,
varroa’s ability to spread viruses presents a more dire situation than we suspected.”

Indeed. They are, as he called them, dirty hypodermic needles that are a vector for
viruses.

Who will be impacted most by these mites? Small beekeepers, like the amateurs in
point 1, who don’t have any varroa control strategies in place, and due to that lack of
knowledge or unwillingness to engage in pest control, their problem will result in even
good beekeepers who control mites losing colonies as the disease spreads.

Estimates of economic “value” say honeybee pollination is worth up to $10 billion
annually. At some point it might make sense to pay Natural Resources Defense Council
donors to not become amateur beekeepers thinking they are saving Gaia. They are
probably doing more harm than good.

NOTE:

(1) http://www.ars.usda.gov/News/docs.htm?docid=15572

u.s.

Year honeybee
colonies
2005 | 2,413,000
2006 | 2,393,000
2007 | 2,443,000
2008 | 2,342,000
2009 | 2,498,000
2010 | 2,692,000
2011 | 2,491,000
2012 | 2,539,000
2013 | 2,640,000
2014 | 2,740,000
2015 | 2,660,000
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NORAHG RESPONSE

Mr Campbell has brought up some outstanding issues. Here are some of our
thoughts ...

THE REAL CULPRITS WHO ARE HARMING BEES ARE ACTUALLY THE BEE-
KEEPERS THEMSELVES ! Seemingly, bee-keepers are losing their bees over
and over again. Why is this madness happening ?!?! Observers have
concluded that many bee-keepers have no idea what they are doing, and are
simply not skilled to raise bees. Bee-keepers are killing their own bees over
and over again.

The alleged losses of bees are, in fact, the fault of the bee-keepers and their
mis-management practices. The bee-keepers themselves are clearly
responsible since they are often unable or unwilling or not skilled enough to
mitigate the real issues that harm bees, such as starvation, transportation,
weak colonies, fungal infections, and mite infestations. STARVATION is
biggest single cause of bee losses ! For example, in jurisdictions like
Ontario, the factor cited by most producers for winter loss has been
STARVATION, followed by WEAK COLONIES IN THE FALL, and POOR
QUEENS. http://wp.me/pl1jq40-97E Additionally, bee-keepers are killing
even more of their bees by TRUCK ACCIDENTS ! http://wp.me/pljg40-8RT
Bee-keepers are not just starving their bees to death, they are also killing
them through INEPT TRANSPORTATION. Some bee-keepers have no idea
what they are doing, leading some observers to conclude that bee-keepers
may not be competent to raise bees. Why are only a very limited number of
bee-keepers affected ?!?! Why don’t government inspectors and specialists
investigate the killing of bees by bee-keepers ?1?! Get the latest details at
http://pesticidetruths.com/ WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G

vV FACT — Bee-Keepers HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THEY ARE DOING, leading
some observers to conclude that Bee-Keepers may NOT BE COMPETENT TO
RAISE BEES.

http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/08/26/honey-can-Kkill-children-bee-
keepers-are-uneducated-and-incompetent-their-false-allegations-




against-insecticides-serve-as-a-mere-ploy-to-attract-compensation-
2013-08-26/

vV FACT — Seemingly, some Bee-Keepers prefer to remain INCOMPETENT
at bee-keeping, and expect the government to shower them with vast sums
of UNJUSTIFIABLE COMPENSATION.

http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/04/30/premiere-kathleen-wynne-
ontario-sunsets-lawn-care-industry-provides-funding-to-address-bee-
loss-farms-com/

http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Dumb-Shit-
Ontario-Beekeeping-Association.mp3

http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/08/26/honey-can-Kill-children-bee-
keepers-are-uneducated-and-incompetent-their-false-allegations-
against-insecticides-serve-as-a-mere-ploy-to-attract-compensation-
2013-08-26/

http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/05/03/norahg-responds-to-ontario-
providing-free-undeserved-money-to-incompetent-bee-keepers-2014-
04-30/

vV FACT — Bee-Keepers appear to be UNABLE or UNWILLING to get their
major pest problems under control, such as VARROA MITES, leading
observers to conclude that Bee-Keepers may NOT BE COMPETENT to handle
their businesses, and may be WHOLLY UNSUITED to be raising bees.

http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/07/29/bee-keepers-are-harming-bees-
and-not-neonicotinoid-insecticides-varroa-mites-are-the-primary-
problem-2013-07-09/

http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/bee-colony-collapse-disorder/

http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/09/23/neonicotinoid-insecticides-are-
not-killing-bees-bee-keepers-are-lying-sacks-of-anti-pesticide-cwap-
they-are-killing-their-own-bees-randy-oliver-2013-09-02/

v FACT — Ontario Bee-Keepers say STARVATION is the BIGGEST SINGLE
CAUSE of winter losses and NOT Neonicotinoid Insecticides.



http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/01/01/there-is-a-bee-crisis-only-
because-bee-keepers-are-harming-their-own-bees-not-because-of-
neonicotinoid-insecticides-2015-11-04-2/

vV FACT — One of the BIGGEST KILLERS of honeybees is INEPT
TRANSPORTATION — Bee-Keepers LOSE MILLIONS because of THE
CARNAGE OF TRUCK ACCIDENTS, WITH UP TO 20 MILLION HONEYBEES
HAVING DIED IN A SINGLE EVENT — Bee-Keepers may be WHOLLY
UNSUITED to be transporting bees themselves.

http://pesticidetruths.com/2015/08/12/there-is-a-bee-crisis-because-
of-the-carnage-of-truck-accidents-the-toxicity-of-linden-trees-simple-

minded-bee-conspiracy-fanatics-are-only-crying-crocodile-tears-2015-
07-31/




