
 

 
 

Peter Mansbridge, David Suzuki and others 
oppose cuts to CBC documentaries 
CBC personalities are speaking out against a proposal to 
shut down in-house production of documentaries at the 
public broadcaster. 
 

 

National anchor Peter Mansbridge is one of the CBC radio and TV personalities who has signed 
a petition against planned cuts to in-house production of documentaries.  

By: Laura Kane The Canadian Press, Published on Mon Jun 23 2014  



CBC personalities including Peter Mansbridge, David Suzuki and Linden MacIntyre are 
speaking out against a CBC proposal to shut down in-house production of documentaries at the 
public broadcaster. 

Anna Maria Tremonti, Carol Off and Nahlah Ayed have also signed the petition calling on the 
CBC to protect its documentary department by placing it under its News and Current Affairs 
division. 

“CBC Television, to be true to its core mandate, needs more long-form journalism and legacy 
programming — not less,” states the letter, sent to president Hubert Lacroix and head of English 
services Heather Conway. 

At a town hall Thursday, the broadcaster is set to reveal its five-year strategic plan to employees. 
The CBC is battling a budget shortfall of $130 million due to federal cuts, flagging advertising 
revenues and the loss of hockey rights to Rogers Media. 

Those who signed the letter fear the plan would mean laying off the majority of CBC’s 
documentary department, which has created a number of award-winning productions including 
Canada: A People’s History and the aboriginal miniseries 8th Fire. 

Embedding the department within News and Current Affairs would preserve original CBC 
documentary production, while allowing for sharing of resources, facilities and infrastructure, the 
letter states. 

Some 75 per cent of CBC documentaries are already produced by independent filmmakers. 
According to the petition, overall production of documentaries has already fallen dramatically in 
recent years. 

In a response letter, Conway wrote that CBC is not planning to reduce the number of 
documentaries it airs but is looking at ways to produce them more cheaply. 

“Our appetite for docs has not changed or diminished in this context, but our willingness to 
consider options for producing them is open,” she wrote. “There is a real opportunity for docs to 
be created by some of the talent in News and Current Affairs as well as the option to acquire 
docs from talented Canadian documentary producers.” 

Conway met with the Documentary Organization of Canada, which feels there should be more 
opportunities for their members to produce for the CBC, she wrote. The broadcaster has also met 
with documentary producers for VICE, which produces edgy films aimed at millennials. 

MacIntyre, a veteran host of The Fifth Estate, said independent producers cannot take as many 
risks because of legal liability and financial pressures. An institution like the CBC has more 
power to do “fearless journalism,” he said. 



“The DNA of Canadian documentary production has to be preserved in an institutional setting, 
because that’s where chances get taken, that’s where innovation happens, that’s where 
controversy is embraced — and if we lose that we’ll never get it back.” 

The acclaimed journalist recently announced his plans to leave the CBC at the end of the 
summer, in part to save younger producers on The Fifth Estate from job cuts. He said CBC 
employees are not being consulted on decisions crucial to the future of the broadcaster. 

“There are serious decisions being made about what the CBC is going to deliver to the people 
who own it, i.e. the Canadian taxpayer, without a whole lot of consultation with the people who 
know how the place works,” he said. 

In April, the CBC announced it would cut 657 jobs over the next two years to meet its budget 
shortfall. The union representing most CBC workers held a rally in Ottawa last week to coincide 
with a meeting of the board and executives. 

  
  
  
http://www.thestar.com/entertainment/television/2014/06/23/peter_mansb
ridge_david_suzuki_and_others_oppose_cuts_to_cbc_documentaries.html#_
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NORAHG RESPONSE 
  
  
  
NORAHG RESPONDS TO CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 
  
CBC deserves NO MORE FREE MONEY.  1 billion dollars per year is even too 
much already.  CBC deserves no more money because it supports pesticide 
bans and recommends pest control concoctions.  In fact, we are seeing real 
trends against pesticide bans.  The trends against this form of prohibition 
are relentless and unceasing.   http://wp.me/P1jq40-1JO   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-6h1   http://wp.me/p1jq40-81t   
http://wp.me/p1jq40-5ni   Nonetheless, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
( CBC ) continues to operate as the  media shield for left-wing anti-pesticide 
organizations, like David Suzuki Foundation.  http://wp.me/P1jq40-21m   
Moreover, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation ( CBC ) officially recommends 
so-called « alternative » or « organic » home-hade-pest-control-concoctions 
that are in violation of federal law.   ( See reports below. )   Consequently, 
the corporation is now listed among the nation’s prominent anti-pesticide 
organizations.    http://wp.me/P1jq40-48S   Canadian Broadcasting 



Corporation is interfering with partisan politics, and is also in violation of 
taxation laws and its own code of conduct.  The public is now be directed to 
complain about Canadian Broadcasting Corporation by contacting business, 
fund-raising, government, and taxation agencies !   http://wp.me/P1jq40-
1PE   Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s non-profit charity status will be 
investigated and, at the very least, severely curtailed.  At NORAHG, all 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation statements and activities are being 
archived for the purpose of government investigation, or to have the 
corporation’s brains sued out.  If prohibition is arbitrarily imposed nation-
wide, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation will be held accountable for the 
carnage created by business failures since anti-pesticide prohibition will 
destroy the professional lawn care industry.   http://wp.me/P1jq40-43B   
Health Canada, and NOT Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, ( and NOT its 
own David Suzuki ), has the essential expertise on the subject of pest 
control products.  There is NOT ONE KNOWN INCIDENT OF HARM from the 
proper use of pest control products used in the Urban Landscape.  Pest 
control products are scientifically-safe, and will not cause harm to people, 
animals, or the environment.   http://wp.me/p1jq40-7HR   
http://wp.me/P1jq40-2ha   http://wp.me/p1jq40-5ni    It deserves no more 
free money.  NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against HUJE 
that seek to destroy the Green space industry.  WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE 
AND NORAH G.   Get the latest details at The Pesticide Truths Web-Site   
http://pesticidetruths.com/   and go to The Complete Library Of Web-Pages, 
Reports, & References   http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr    
  
  
VIOLATION -- FEDERAL -- CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION -- 
COMPLAINT ( Report ) 
  

http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Force-Of-
Nature-VIOLATING-Federal-Law-2010-11-02-Canadian-Broadcasting-
Corporation-Complaint-pdf.pdf 

  
  
VIOLATION -- FEDERAL -- CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION ( 
Report ) 
  

http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Force-Of-
Nature-VIOLATING-Federal-Law-2003-05-23-Canadian-Broadcasting-
Corporation-pdf-300-dpi.pdf 

  
  
  
 


