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When we get sick -- your constituents, your Americans -- you tell them it is their own fault? Our 
government created the menu and now condemns our choices? (Evan Vucci/AP Photo) 
 
 
By Guest Columnist 
BY JENNIFER JONES 
 

As an Oregon resident with leadership in Congress making me proud, I have been incredibly 
moved by the health care stories of so many people in our country. But I haven't been able to 
capture my exact feelings around this movement. Until today. 



Today I watched the video of a dear friend, who is intensely private, talk about why the 
Affordable Care Act saved their family. Now I know how I feel, because while I'm inspired 
by this movement, I'm angered by it as well. 

These are not the empowered stories of Americans. These are not the inspirational stories of 
the American dreamer. These are stories about us at our most vulnerable. You have knocked 
us to our knees and promise mercy if our stories are moving and abundant. Where does a 
person begin? 

We lost both my grandfathers to heart disease. They both swore by the food pyramid 
published by the Food and Drug Administration. Another grandmother was crippled by 
rheumatoid arthritis and once her husband and caregiver died, she depended on Medicaid for 
assistance. We lost my other grandmother to Alzheimer's, a condition that may be linked to air 
pollution. 

My mother's family was all raised on urbanized farmland outside the Sacramento valley. They 
played in the old farm dirt, they attended the same schools and they ate - we now know -- off 
plates containing a toxic amount of lead. In fact, their childhood was spent near high amounts 
of various toxics: lead-soldered pipes in the homes and schools, lead-based paint and 
pesticide-drenched farm soil. We will never know if early childhood exposure affected their 
ability to fight cancer as adults. 

We lost my uncle to Mesothelioma, a cancer caused by asbestos, a material approved at the 
time for use in brake pads, flooring and insulation. We lost my aunt to a cancer so rare they 
have seen only a handful of cases in North America. We almost lost my mother to breast 
cancer. The treatment that saved her life left her with ongoing kidney disease. Her immune 
system, weakened by lifesaving chemotherapy, wasn't strong enough to fight off a virus that 
gave her a dangerous heart condition. Without the pre-existing condition clause in the ACA 
she wouldn't be insurable. 

These people all followed government guidelines. They ate the vegetables you told the 
farmers could be sprayed with pesticides. They worked with materials that industry lobbyists 
convinced you were safe. In the 1980s, when you told them to stop eating fats, they listened. 
In the 2010s, when you told them fat was okay but sugar was bad, those that were still alive 
listened again. 

These are the people who built America. Our ancestors are coal miners who suffered 
tuberculosis and black lung. Our grandfathers worked for pennies during the depression to 
feed their families. Our grandmothers buried babies who died from lack of healthcare. We are 
descended from Naval officers, Army infantry, architects and engineers -- strong and proud 
citizens, who fought for equity and the principles of social justice. Not one of these people 
blamed others for their suffering, they just fought to build a better life for their children. 



Is this the America they hoped they were building? The America where their descendants 
drink lead poisoned water, breathe polluted air, swim in rivers contaminated with industrial 
toxics, all while industry pockets get fatter. When we get sick -- your constituents, your 
Americans -- you tell them it is their own fault? 
Our government created the menu and now condemns our choices? How dare they. 

-- Jennifer Jones lives in Southeast Portland. 
 
 
 
  
NORAHG Response 
  

SHOULD FANATЖCAL ACTIVISTS LIKE JENNIFER JONES BE ALLOWED NEAR 
CHILDREN ?!?! 
  
Observers are highly concerned that the mock-campaigns of paranoia & 
conspiracies displayed by activists against pest control products are having a 
negative impact on the children in their community.  It has been speculated 
that these children are clearly being exposed to some form of enviro-abuse.  
With left-wing pesticide-hating activists, the only ones that are being 
harmed are the children in their communities, because of them, and NOT 
because of pest control products.  In fact, observers are, themselves, 
morally disgusted that children’s attitudes are being twisted with their 
activists’ mock-campaigns of paranoia & conspiracies.  Sadly, some day, 
these abused children will become just like these activists, and they will 
serve absolutely NO useful purpose to society.  If activists, like Jennifer 
Jones, truly care about children, they will cease and desist all further mock-
campaigns of paranoia & conspiracies  ...  for the sake of the children ! 
  
Jennifer Jones’ use of pesticides as a weapon of terrжr is truly a cheap shot, 
merely designed to alarm and infuriate the public about other unrelated 
issues.  Moreover, rather than honor the deaths of her family members, 
instead, she exploits their deaths as a weapon of coercion and 
environmental terrжr against safe and effective pest control products.   
  
There is NO health risk associated with the proper application of pest control 
products.  Scientific research shows that, as reported through EPA’s and 
Health Canada’s vast toxicology database, NO harm will occur when pest 
control products are applied properly in the urban landscape.  The risk 
assessment of pest control products indicates that they are practically-non-
toxic.  Consequently, it is a fact that pest control products will cause NO 
harm, including chronic effects such as cancer.  There are NO pest control 
products that are known or probable carcinogens.  All pesticides have been 



evaluated for their carcinogenic potential.  Canadian Cancer Society’s own 
web-sites state repeatedly, over and over again, that scientific research 
DOES NOT provide a conclusive link between pest control products and 
cancer.  There is NOT ONE known cancer death from the proper use of pest 
control products used in the urban landscape.  And yet, there are thousands 
of known deaths per year from known cancer-causing substances such as 
unhealthy diet, physical inactivity, excess body weight, alcohol consumption, 
and over-exposure to the sun.  Pest control products are SCIENTIFICALLY-
SAFE, and WILL NOT CAUSE HARM TO PEOPLE, ANIMALS, OR THE 
ENVIRONMENT.  Jennifer Jones is WRONG ! 
  
  

FACTS THAT PROVE PESTICIDES DO NOT CAUSE CANCER ! 
  
  
√ FACT -- Pesticides Causing Cancer Is A Myth -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/cancer/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Chemicals Are Evaluated For Carcinogenic Potential -- Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA ) 
-- LINKS 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Force-Of-Nature-Myth-BUSTING-Cancer-2012-11-00-Chemicals-Evaluated-
for-Carcinogenic-Potential-EPA-pdf-300-dpi.pdf 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/04/17/chemicals-evaluated-for-carcinogenic-potential-environmental-protection-agency-epa-2012-
11-00/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- There Is No Direct Proof Pesticides Cause Cancer -- Canadian Cancer Society -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/canadian-cancer-society-no-conclusive-link-between-pesticides-and-cancer/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Pesticides Don't Cause Cancer -- Dr Leonard Ritter -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Force-Of-Nature-Cancer-2012-01-26-Myth-BUSTING-Pesticides-Dont-
Cause-Cancer-Ritter-pdf-300-dpi.pdf 

  
  
WE SPEAK THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS FROM AN 
INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE ! 
  
We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to 
destroy the Green space and other industries ( NORAHG ).  As a non-profit 
and independent organization, we are environmentalists who are dedicated 
to reporting about truth-challenged pesticide-hating fanatжcs ( HUJE ), like 
Jennifer Jones, who conspire to destroy businesses that are dependent on 



the use of safe and effective conventional pest control products.  We also 
report on the work of several highly-rated leading experts who have 
recognized expertise, training, and background in matters concerning pest 
control products, and who promote environmental realism and pesticide 
truths.   
  
NORAHG is the sworn enemy of lying, pompous, smug, uneducated, & 
pesticide-hating enviro-fanatжcs.  We dare to defy the pesticide-hating 
fanatжcs by exploring the whole truth from an independent perspective on 
The Pesticide Truths Web-Site   ...   http://pesticidetruths.com/   If you wish 
to receive free reports on issues that concern you, please contact us at   ...   
force.of.de.nature@gmail.com   WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G    
 


