
 
 
 

Seattle’s pesticide phaseout lags: 
Potentially harmful products used in parks 
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The West Seattle Golf Course is one of four public golf courses the city treats with 
Tier 1 pesticides, which are considered of highest concern.  (Steve Ringman/The 
Seattle Times) 

 
 

Despite the city’s commitment to lower its use of pesticides, Seattle 
continues to apply thousands of gallons of pesticides to its parks and golf 
courses each year.  And some parks the city branded “pesticide-free” have 
been treated with pesticides as recently as this spring. 
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Almost 20 years ago, the city of Seattle — under pressure from environmental 
groups and children’s advocates — vowed to reduce the amount of pesticides 
sprayed on public lands. 

Promising to phase out the most hazardous products, the city developed 
strategies and guidelines that prioritized eco-friendly methods of removing and 
preventing weeds.  The measures showed early signs of success, with a 30 
percent reduction in overall pesticide use over three years. 

But the lofty plan of a phaseout soon faltered. 

Pesticides the city considers among the most hazardous are still a regular part of 
its anti-weed arsenal, according to a city database obtained by The Seattle 
Times.  The Department of Parks and Recreation sprayed more than 76,000 
gallons of products containing those chemicals between 2012 and 2016, mostly 
to keep Seattle’s four golf courses well-groomed.  That’s up from about 64,000 
gallons in the five years prior. 

And some parks that the city has branded as “pesticide-free” have been treated 
with pesticides as recently as this spring. 

Meanwhile, new research has emerged showing that pesticides commonly 
sprayed at developed parks and playgrounds across the city may be more 
dangerous than initially thought.  Glyphosate, the active ingredient in the 
popular product Roundup, was flagged as a possible human carcinogen by an 
international agency in 2015. 

Despite policies that encourage the city to consider the developing science, 
Seattle has done little to use that new research to alter its spraying habits. 

In 2016, Seattle’s Parks Department conducted 732 pesticide treatments in parks 
that were either developed or in active restoration.  More than 60 percent of 
these applications included glyphosate. 

 
 



 
 
 



A Parks Department official acknowledged that the agency’s pesticide-reduction 
efforts have not been up to its standards. 

“It’s true, we need to get our act back together with this stuff,” said Barbara 
DeCaro, a senior environmental analyst in the department and the coordinator of 
Seattle’s integrated pest-management team.  “Our committee wants to take 
another look and make sure the program ends up back on the radar for 
everybody.” 

 
 

Slow to update 
 
In 1999, Seattle contracted with the Washington Toxics Coalition — a nonprofit 
that advocates for the use of safer products, chemicals and practices — to help 
evaluate and target pesticides for elimination and reduction. 

Philip Dickey, then a staff scientist for the coalition, created a tiered system 
based on a series of assessments from both federal and international regulatory 
agencies.  The city focused on eliminating or phasing out products in the top 
two tiers. 

The most harmful pesticides are in Tier 1, and include those determined to be 
likely carcinogens, endocrine disrupters or a hazard to birds, fish or bees. 

A Tier 1 rating, Dickey said in an interview, means “the agency needs to look 
harder at why it’s using the chemical, and perhaps needs to think about limiting 
it or finding alternatives.  It’s about putting it on a front burner and making it a 
top priority.” 

Tier 2 pesticides are considered to be “of moderate concern.” Among those are 
Monsanto’s popular series of Roundup products, most of which include 
glyphosate. 

Glyphosate was labeled “probably carcinogenic” after undergoing a hazard 
assessment by the World Health Organization’s International Agency for 
Research on Cancer [IARC] in 2015.  Relying primarily on earlier studies 
involving mice, the IARC linked glyphosate to potential increased risk of Non-
Hodgkin lymphoma, a cancer that develops in blood cells. 



The finding should have triggered a process that would bump it to Tier 1, 
ultimately leading the city to reduce or discontinue the chemical’s use. 

Yet records show the Parks Department has continued to use Roundup and label 
it a Tier 2 product.  According to the database maintained by the department, the 
use of mixes containing glyphosate actually increased from about 570 gallons in 
2015 to almost 1,500 gallons in 2016 — the highest level in the past nine years. 

The IARC’s decision has prompted actions elsewhere — California is adding 
glyphosate this month to the state’s list of known carcinogenic chemicals — but 
also has been received skeptically by others in the scientific community.  The 
federal Environmental Protection Agency and the European Chemical Agency 
have since said that available evidence does not point to glyphosate as a 
carcinogen. 

Despite the city’s protocols, DeCaro, of Seattle’s Parks Department, said she 
was hesitant to react to the IARC decision given that disagreement. 

“I don’t know it’s good science to take one study and say we know this is true,” 
she said, pointing out that many anti-Monsanto scientists were quick to embrace 
the IARC ruling.  “I want to make sure it’s not about [the] company and is truly 
about the science.” 

Seattle’s Interdepartmental Team on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) — the 
group charged with implementing more environmentally sensitive strategies that 
prioritize pest control, rather than eradication — looked at the IARC report in 
2015 but decided to wait for the EPA’s review to make a decision, DeCaro said. 

But Dickey, who developed Seattle’s policies and retired from the Washington 
Toxics Coalition (now called Toxic Free Future) in 2008, had a different take.  
He said reviews of chemicals are not annual, so the most recent result ought to 
be given appropriate weight. 

“When something like the IARC changes its mind, you should take into account 
the fact that it’s the current finding,” he said.  “Think of it as a shelf-life thing — 
evaluations don’t happen at once.” 

Another suite of products the city has continued to use, but to a lesser degree, is 
Tier 2 herbicides like Garlon 4, Element 4 and Surflan AS.  Their active 
ingredient, oryzalin, has since 2008 been listed as a carcinogen by the California 



EPA, another one of the four agencies whose findings should trigger a 
reevaluation in Seattle. 

 
 

 
 
 
But products that already have been assigned a tier are rarely reevaluated by the 
IPM team, DeCaro said.  In response to a request for the most recently updated 
tier table, the Parks Department provided a document dated March 2009. 



“None of us have really gone back through the entire list for a long time,” 
DeCaro said.  “We are planning to do that, in the next couple years.  It costs 
money for us to have that done by a third party.” 

 
 

Pesticide-free parks? 
 
Around the time the city got serious about phasing out Tier 1 chemicals, it also 
rolled out a new initiative: pesticide-free parks.  There are now 22 scattered 
throughout the city. 

But, The Times found, the label does not mean the parks are actually pesticide 
free. 

In recent years, city data show, seven of those “pesticide-free” parks were 
treated with pesticides, including five sprayed with Roundup.  They include 
Benefit Playground in southeast Seattle; Fairmount Playfield in West Seattle; 
and Regrade Park, a downtown off-leash area for dogs. 

The city’s IPM team will occasionally allow an exception.  That was the case 
over a period of three days in February 2016, when “pesticide-free” Lake Union 
Park’s shrub beds were treated with 28 gallons of a solution containing Surflan 
and Roundup, according to city data.  That was one of three exceptions granted 
between 2007 and 2016, though only two were used. 

When read the list of pesticide-free parks that had been sprayed in the past 10 
years, DeCaro misidentified three of the five parks as not pesticide-free. 

“That’s probably why [the parks were sprayed], nobody called me to ask,” 
DeCaro said.  “As things roll over, sometimes people don’t know.  Most should 
have ‘pesticide-free park’ on their sign, though.” 

“I’m glad you spotted those,” she said to a Seattle Times reporter.  “I usually 
don’t have time.” 

Parks isn’t the only department that uses Roundup and other pesticides on city 
lands.  Other land managers include the city’s transportation department and 
Seattle City Light. 

In the past five years, Seattle Center has sprayed an average of 130 gallons per 
year of herbicides on its shrub beds, tree pits and hardscape, according to city 



data.  In April and May 2017, the Center sprayed 36 gallons of diluted mixtures 
containing RangerPro or Roundup Pro to combat weeds around the International 
Fountain, the sidewalks adjacent to the Neototems Children’s Garden and the 
trees surrounding the Seattle Children’s Theatre, among others. 

 
 

 
 

People gather around the International Fountain at Seattle Center, which treats its 
hardscapes and other areas with an average of 130 gallons of solutions containing 
pesticides each year.  (Steve Ringman/The Seattle Times) 

 
 
What San Francisco does 
 
Since retiring from the toxics coalition about 10 years ago, Dickey has 
continued to work with San Francisco, which has adopted many of the same 
basic procedures and protocols he recommended for Seattle. 

While initially based on Dickey’s protocol, San Francisco’s guidelines for 
evaluating pesticides were updated in 2013, according to Chris Geiger, a 
manager of the Integrated Pest Management Program in the city Department of 
the Environment.  And each year, San Francisco conducts a review of its 
pesticide classification list and publishes an updated version. 



Its 2017 Reduced Risk Pesticide List, updated March 21, gives use limitations 
and alternative chemicals.  Roundup Custom and Roundup ProMax, whose 
active ingredients are glyphosate, are both listed as Most Hazardous (Tier I). 

“We take IARC decisions seriously,” Geiger said.  “It’s hard-wired into our 
screening system for pesticides.  As soon as that determination was made, it 
bumps up the hazard rating for glyphosate products, so that means we look 
more carefully at potential replacements.” 

Both Geiger and DeCaro noted it is difficult to find glyphosate alternatives that 
are less dangerous.  If Seattle decided to bump glyphosate up to Tier 1, the city 
likely would have to weed by hand or turn to alternative systemic herbicides — 
a challenge, given the appealingly short time Roundup remains in soil, DeCaro 
added. 

Though San Francisco’s Parks Department has reduced its use of glyphosate-
based products by about 80 percent since the IARC ruling on glyphosate, Geiger 
acknowledged the controversy surrounding IARC’s decision has somewhat 
complicated the topic. 

Allan Felsot, a professor of entomology and environmental toxicology at 
Washington State University, said San Francisco’s policy is “closer to some 
lofty ideal of the precautionary principle,” while Seattle’s policy rested on a 
narrative standard: “We want to use as little pesticides as possible.” 

But it’s unclear to what extent Seattle has continued to push toward this 
standard. 

“The fact that they haven’t moved or updated their hazard list tells me that they 
don’t want to put funding into it, or it’s not that important or they think the 
original hazard list should be the driver,” Felsot said.  “If they want to be 
transparent to the public, they should update their website and show they’ve 
made progress.” 

 
Maya Sweedler: msweedler@seattletimes.com.  On Twitter @mayasweedler 
 
 
 
  



NORAHG Response 
  

PESTICIDE-FREE FAILURES WILL OCCUR IN SEATTLE, WASHINGTON ! 
  
In ALL cases, so-called pesticide-free parks and green spaces end in dismal 
failure.  And Seattle will be no exception.  When it comes to prohibition, 
municipal officials are now thinking twice about banning pesticides by 
looking at the experience of those jurisdictions that have suffered the 
hardship and stunningly exorbitant costs of this #@!!% nonsense !  Without 
conventional pest control products, green spaces become pest-infested and 
dangerous garbage dumps.  It is now common knowledge that it is 
impossible for municipal employees to adequately maintain city properties 
by using so-called green alternative pesticides and practices.  Throughout 
the continent, it has been clearly demonstrated that green alternative 
pesticides and practices are dismal failures.  Furthermore, there are real 
trends against prohibition since there are dozens of jurisdictions that have 
already stopped or rescinded or limited prohibition, or have granted 
professional lawn care businesses with an exception status.  These trends 
are validated by the extensive toxicology database of U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and Health Canada, which clearly prove that pest control 
products are scientifically safe and will cause no harm !  Inevitably, Seattle’s 
officials will scramble to find a way to rescind their self-imposed and 
arbitrary prohibition against conventional pest control products.   
  
  

FACTS ABOUT PESTICIDE BANS ! 
  
  
√ FACT -- Anti-Pesticide Prohibition Has Destroyed Public & Residential Green Spaces By Turning Them 
Into Garbage Dumps -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/carnage-leading-to-garbage-dumps/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Prohibitions Has Created Catastrophic Ecological Carnage Of Uncontrolled, Invasive, & 
Destructive Pests In British Columbia -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2017/02/09/municipal-prohibition-failures-in-british-columbia-part-3-of-12-reasons-for-failures-
catastrophic-carnage-false-facts-2017-02-09/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Pesticide Bans Have Never Made Our Green Spaces Look So #@!!% Ugly -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/carnage-leading-to-garbage-dump-green-spaces-photo-gallery/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- There Are Hundreds Of Examples Proving That Anti-Pesticide Prohibition Causes Catastrophic 
Carnage -- LINK 



  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/carnage-caused-by-catastrophic-anti-pesticide-prohibition-3/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Prohibition Has Created Stunningly Exorbitant Costs Of Maintenance For Municipalities -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/carnage-leading-to-stunningly-exhorbitant-costs/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Government Officials Are Thinking Twice Before Banning Pesticides -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2012/10/31/government-officials-are-thinking-twice-before-banning-pesticides-white-paper-report-on-
pesticide-bans-2012-10-30/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Glyphosate Has Been Vindicated World-Wide -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/10/14/glyphosate-herbicide-will-not-cause-cancer-glyphosate-vindicated-around-the-world-2016-
09-30/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Glyphosate Has Been Vindicated By The European Union ( EU ) -- LINKS 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2017/04/18/glyphosate-herbicide-will-not-cause-cancer-glyphosate-vindicated-by-european-chemicals-
agencys-echa-committee-for-risk-assessment-rac-victory-against-terrorists-2017-0/ 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/01/08/glyphosate-herbicide-will-not-cause-cancer-the-2015-glyphosate-expert-panel-of-scientists-
european-food-safety-authority-efsa-2015-12-08-2/ 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/07/25/glyphosate-herbicide-will-not-be-prohibited-in-the-european-union-victory-against-terrorists-
glyphosate-license-extended-for-18-months-real-trends-against-pesticide-bans-2016-06-28/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Glyphosate Has Been Vindicated By The United Nations ( UN ) -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/05/21/glyphosate-herbicide-will-not-cause-cancer-victory-against-terrorists-proposal-for-prohibition-
against-glyphosate-herbicide-stopped-in-the-european-union-real-trends-against-pe/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Glyphosate Has Been Vindicated By The United States ( US ) -- LINKS 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/09/25/glyphosate-herbicide-will-not-cause-cancer-again-us-epa-is-successfully-separating-a-health-
scare-from-a-health-threat-2016-09-17/ 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/09/20/glyphosate-issue-paper-evaluation-of-carcinogenic-potential-epas-office-of-pesticide-
programs-september-12-2016/ 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/05/13/glyphosate-herbicide-will-not-cause-cancer-us-epa-review-panel-report-has-discredited-iarc-
2016-05-03-2/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Glyphosate Has Been Vindicated By Canada -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2017/05/17/update-glyphosate-herbicide-vindicated-by-health-canada-frequently-asked-questions-on-
the-re-evaluation-of-glyphosate-the-library-of-updates-warnings-2017-04-28/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Green Alternatives Are Bogus & Dismal Failures -- LINK 



  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/green-alternatives-bogus-dismal-failures/ 
  
  
WE SPEAK THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS FROM AN 
INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE ! 
  
We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to 
destroy the Green space and other industries ( NORAHG ).  As a non-profit 
and independent organization, we are environmentalists who are dedicated 
to reporting about truth-challenged pesticide-hating fanatжcs ( HUJE ) who 
conspire to destroy businesses that are dependent on the use of safe and 
effective conventional pest control products.  We also report on the work of 
several highly-rated leading experts who have recognized expertise, 
training, and background in matters concerning pest control products, and 
who promote environmental realism and pesticide truths.   
  
NORAHG is the sworn enemy of lying, pompous, smug, uneducated, & 
pesticide-hating enviro-fanatжcs.  Overwhelming scientific evidence clearly 
demonstrates that pest control products are scientifically-safe, and will not 
cause harm to children, adults, animals, or the environment.  We dare to 
defy the pesticide-hating fanatжcs by exploring the whole truth from an 
independent perspective on The Pesticide Truths Web-Site   ...   
http://pesticidetruths.com/   If you wish to receive free reports on issues 
that concern you, please contact us at   ...   force.of.de.nature@gmail.com   
WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G    
  
  

FACTS ABOUT PESTICIDES BEING SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE ! 
  
  
√ FACT -- Pesticides Are Less Lethal To Humans Than Caffeine -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/03/01/pesticides-are-scientifically-safe-safe-to-use-less-lethal-to-humans-than-caffeine-2014-02-27/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Children Are Not At Risk From Pesticides -- Dangerous Playing Surfaces Are Created By #@!!% 
Pesticide Bans -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/children-are-not-at-risk/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Pest Control Products Are Safe For Kids -- Slide Show -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2016/08/30/a-look-at-safety-environment-facts-pest-control-products-are-safe-for-kids-slide-show-2016-
08-31/ 
  
  



√ FACT -- Chemicals Are Evaluated For Carcinogenic Potential By Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA 
) -- LINKS 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Force-Of-Nature-Myth-BUSTING-Cancer-2012-11-00-Chemicals-Evaluated-
for-Carcinogenic-Potential-EPA-pdf-300-dpi.pdf 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/04/17/chemicals-evaluated-for-carcinogenic-potential-environmental-protection-agency-epa-2012-
11-00/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Pesticides Are Evaluated As Acceptable For Continued Registration By Health Canada -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2013/06/25/pesticides-evaluated-as-acceptable-for-continued-registration-by-health-canada-2013-03-31/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Our Children Are Safe When Pesticide Bans Are Stopped -- Real Trends AGAINST Pesticide 
Bans -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2012/10/11/posters-there-is-a-real-trend-against-pesticide-bans-victories-against-terrorists-our-children-
are-safe-when-pesticide-bans-are-stopped-2012-10-11/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- Pesticides Are Health Canada Approved -- Listen To Mr Lindsay Hanson From The Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/dirtybit//LHansonPMRAottawaPesticideSafety.mp3 
  
  
√ FACT -- There Is No Direct Proof Pesticides Cause Cancer -- Canadian Cancer Society -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/canadian-cancer-society-no-conclusive-link-between-pesticides-and-cancer/ 
  
  
√ FACT -- REAL Experts Speak Out Against The Conspiracy To Impose Reckless & Arbitrary Prohibition 
Against Conventional Pest Control Products -- LINK 
  
http://pesticidetruths.com/2014/11/14/the-wisdom-of-real-experts-who-speak-out-against-the-conspiracy-to-impose-reckless-and-
arbitrary-prohibition-against-conventional-pest-control-products-2014-11-14/ 
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