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Banning Pesticides

Bylaws to curtail pesticide use provoke pitched battles
By Joanna Smith

The Globe and Mail - Canada, July 23, 2007

Straight to the Source

Web Note: This story takes place in Canada. Obviously pesticides affect
Americans in exactly the same ways...

She told them about the woman who developed a rash so severe she was
hospitalized. She told them about kids with such horrific case of diarrhea they lost
control of their sphincter muscles.

She told them about leukemia, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and men suffering from
erectile dysfunction.

She told them it was all linked to pesticide use, while they just sat there and listened.

She is June Irwin, a free-spirited dermatologist with a farm in Hudson, Que., a
community of 5,000 people west of Montreal.

In the mid-1980s, Dr. Irwin grew concerned about the number of her patients with
traces of lawn-care chemicals in their blood, so she showed up at town council
meetings to bombard her elected representatives with medical reports.

"But we can't ban pesticides," the mayor would say when she was finally through.

Two decades later, environmentalists across the country hail Hudson as an example
of local democracy prevailing over federal regulations and big industry.

Dr. Irwin's cautionary tales eventually gained weight with the local citizenry, a new
mayor came in and after a stormy council session Hudson passed a bylaw in 1991
forbidding residents from using pesticides on their lawns for cosmetic purposes.

Two lawn-care companies fought the bylaw all the way to the Supreme Court, which,
in 2001, upheld Hudson's right to enforce the ban, paving the way for other
municipalities to follow suit.

For more: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/LAC.20070723...
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For more information on this topic or related issues you
can search the thousands of archived articles on the
OCA website using keywords:

| |

http://www.organicconsumers.org/articles/article 6216.cfm

DONATE

SUPPORT OUR
SPONSORS

Intelligent
Nutrients

The Organic
Harmonic Science
of Health and
Beauty

Dr. Bronner's
Magic Soaps
Best Selling
Organic Soap in
the US

BOTANI

Botani Organic

Organic, Naturally
Occurring
Vitamins &
Supplements

Aloha Bay

Organic Palm
Wax Candles and
Himalayan Salts

;A)
A
Working

Assets

Making it easy to
make a difference

@

EDEN
FOODS
Eden Foods

Nurturing more
than 350 North
American organic
family farms

11/10/2008



Banning Pesticides Page 2 of 3

Food Safety Become an OCA Member! Sign up below:

Ode|

Mad Cow First Name | | Ode Magazine
Irradiation Smile, Laugh and
Last Name | | Cry with Ode
Perchlorate
Email | |
Fair Trade/Social Justice .
Email Preference HTML Email [ 1
Buy Local Movement E i
Protest Starbucks Phone | | Frey Vineyards
America's Oldest
Street | | Organic Winery
Farm Issues
Honey Bees Street 2 | | %‘ﬁﬁwfc
. ALLEy
Supporting Local Farmers City | | e
Pty Frang
Politics & Democracy State Select One... . Organic Valley
’ Co-op of Family
. le | | | | Farmers Providing
OCA Action Center ) Organic Dairy
Country “United States .

OCA Campaigns

mit
Planting Peace:

No War No Warming

SOS: Safeguard

Organic Standards Add a Comment

Breaking the Chains
Comment on this story in the OCA Forum and your comment will also be added here.

GE Free Zones . .
Requires a valid OCA Forum username and password.

Mad Cow USA

Children's
Environmental Health

OCA Forum Username: | |

OCA Forum Password: | |
Register | |Forgot My Password

Coming Clean

Millions Against Monsanto

Clothes for a Change ]
Protest Starbucks

Nutri-Con

Resources
Buying Guide

OCA Web Forum

OCA Press Center

Make Comment

OCA En Espaifiol

Books We Like

Organic Bytes Newsletter
Organic View

OCA Sponsors

Noticias y
campafas de
la OCA en
espafiol

Intern with OCA!

http://www.organicconsumers.org/articles/article 6216.cfm 11/10/2008



Banning Pesticides Page 30of 3

Home | News | Organics | GE Food | Health | Environment | Food Safety | Fair Trade | Peace | Farm Issues | Politics
Espafiol | Campaigns | Buying Guide | Press | Search | Volunteer | Donate | About | Email This Page

Organic Consumers Association - 6771 South Silver Hill Drive, Finland MN 55603
E-mail: Staff - Activist or Media Inquiries: 218-226-4164 - Fax: 218-353-7652
Please support our work. Send a tax-deductible donation to the OCA

Fair Use Notice: The material on this site is provided for educational and informational purposes. It may contain copyrighted material the use of
which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. It is being made available in an effort to advance the understanding of
scientific, environmental, economic, social justice and human rights issues etc. It is believed that this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted
material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material on this site is
distributed without profit to those who have an interest in using the included information for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use
copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you must obtain permission from the copyright owner. The
information on this site does not constitute legal or technical advice.

http://www.organicconsumers.org/articles/article 6216.cfm 11/10/2008



