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Cyclists ride past a cluster of dandelions on Memorial Drive on Tuesday. Calgary’s greenspaces have turned
yellow with the flowering weed over the past few days.

Photograph by: Colleen De Neve , Calgary Herald

It’s not easy being yellow.
Dandelions are once again sprouting up around Calgary, prompting the city and lawn-care specialists to again declare war on the broad leaf weed.

The city doesn’t keep a census on dandelion growth from year to year, but Phil Lo, chief operating officer for Weedman Calgary, has had a busy week
fielding calls from residents.

“T don’t think it’s any higher than previous years, but it’s normal around this time for the dandelions to pop out of the ground and for us to get a lot more
calls,” said Lo, whose company sold 20 pest-control packages by noon Tuesday.

The city hasn’t sprayed weeds for cosmetic purposes since city council adopted its integrated pest management plan in 1998.
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“We don’t go out and say, ‘Oh, dandelions! That’s the one place we’re going to go out and treat,
management for the city.

said James Borrow, head of integrated pest

Instead, the city monitors the total amount of broad leaf weeds — including plantain, creeping bell flower and others — in specific locations and then sprays
if there are too many.

Borrow said the city can only spray a portion of park sites in any given year.

“It may take us anywhere from three to five or possibly eight years to get to all of the park sites in Calgary,” he said, adding the city won’t be checking the
areas treated last year. The city does a post-treatment assessment to make sure the spraying was eflective.

Kelly Otto, owner of Green Oasis Calgary, said once a dandelion problem is under control it’s easy to maintain a healthy lawn. The root of residential
dandelion infestations often stems from the wind-borne seeds blowing from untreated areas of the city.

“It’s all the other areas that are not maintained that are the problem,” said Otto.
Over the past few years, Otto’s company has grown because of'the city’s integrated pest management plan.
“There are communities (that) pay us directly to step up the maintenance and clean things up a little bit better than the city has been maintaining,” he said.

In 2010, the Alberta government reclassified dandelions by removing them from the list of noxious weeds, meaning city bylaw officers cannot ticket
homeowners for the yellow flowers blooming in their yards, unless the weeds grow taller than 15 centimetres.

Taming the yellow devil doesn’t have to be left solely to lawn-care specialists and city workers, though. Residents can restrain their dandelion population by
keeping healthy grass. Regularly cutting it to a healthy length — as in, not too short — will keep your lawn from becoming stressed.

Feeding your grass a suitable dose of fertilizer and irrigating it should help stave off an ugly dandelion invasion.

If you don’t have the stomach for weed-control, head to the River Cafe and Restaurant. Chefs at the Prince’s Island Park cafe serve up dandelions.
They use dandelion honey imported from the Okanogan to compliment dishes, including as brine on a brand-new chicken dish.

Whether you’re keen on killing the weed, eating it or picking them as a low-budget bouquet for your loved one, dandelion mating season is in full spring.
With files from Sherri Zickefoose, Calgary Herald

dcfraser(@calgaryherald.com
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Cyclists ride past a cluster of dandelions on Memorial Drive on
Tuesday. Calgary’s greenspaces have turned yellow with the
flowering weed over the past few days.

Photograph by: Colleen De Neve, Calgary Herald
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The use of fertilizers and pest control products to enhance the urban landscape is good for the
environment. The modern professional lawn care industry can be described as the planet’s great
conservationist that supplies the public with what it wants — thicker, greener, pest-free lawns and
landscapes. For generations, the modern professional lawn care industry has been maintaining and
conserving the world’s largest ground cover vegetation, and has contributed extensively to the
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I never understood this. I LIKE dandelions.
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Sheri Bobinski Knight
You'll like them a whole lot less when you're trying to keep a nice green lawn. :(

Reply * 2 * Like * 7 hours ago

David Schafer *  Top Commenter * University of Calgary

It may not be long before far-leftists like Druh Farrell takes this to the next logical step and stops spraying
mosquitos, preferring instead to "educate" us about the benefits of mosquito soup, and how mosquitos are
our misunderstood friend.

Do your job Druh! Spray dandelions, keep cars moving, and stop trying to social engineer! You're supposed
to be a city councillor, not a leftist dictator.
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They're an early flower for my bees.
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You're a beekeeper?

Reply * Like * 8 hours ago

Marta Jespersen - Follow - St. Mary's University College, Calgary

If you can't beat 'em, eat 'em. Dandelions are have antiinfllmmatory properties, and tastes much like
arugula.

Reply * 2 - Like * Follow Post * 6 hours ago
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they also make a very nice medicinal tea :)
Reply - 1 - Like - 5 hours ago

Facebook social plugin

Related Topics

® news

e Calgary
e Spring dandelion invasion in full bloom

www.calgaryherald.com/life/Spring +dandelion+invasion+full+bloom/8416240/story.html

10/18


http://www.calgaryherald.com/life/topic.html?t=Category&q=news
http://www.calgaryherald.com/life/topic.html?t=City&q=Calgary
http://www.calgaryherald.com/life/topic.html?t=SEO+Title&q=Spring+dandelion+invasion+in+full+bloom
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/norah.gfon
https://www.facebook.com/norah.gfon
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240%26fb_comment_id%3Dfbc_631071946906526_7369274_631458666867854&h=SAQHYmaiq&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.doull
https://www.facebook.com/sarah.doull
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-place-that-cannot-be-named/224965770891832
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
http://www.calgaryherald.com/story.html?id=8416240&fb_comment_id=fbc_631071946906526_7367603_631195370227517
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/sheri.bobinskiknight
https://www.facebook.com/sheri.bobinskiknight
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/david.schafer.9889
https://www.facebook.com/david.schafer.9889
https://www.facebook.com/pages/University-of-Calgary/107759282580009
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240?fb_comment_id=fbc_631071946906526_7367607_631196250227429
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/balzacbee
https://www.facebook.com/balzacbee
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Balzac-Alberta/104035009633868
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240%26fb_comment_id%3Dfbc_631071946906526_7367674_631203960226658&h=aAQECSKbt&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/angela.cooper.712161
https://www.facebook.com/angela.cooper.712161
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/marta.e.jespersen
https://www.facebook.com/marta.e.jespersen
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-University-College-Calgary/107750449253921
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240%26fb_comment_id%3Dfbc_631071946906526_7368165_631260290221025&h=RAQF_UhSr&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/robin.jeffries.568
https://www.facebook.com/robin.jeffries.568
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canadian-University-College/109565615728928
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=&locale=en_US&sdk=joey&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D24%23cb%3Df36476d348%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.calgaryherald.com%252Ff2c1252d64%26domain%3Dwww.calgaryherald.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&numposts=5&width=620&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.calgaryherald.com%2Fstory.html%3Fid%3D8416240#

