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     Joint statement  

     marshals forces to  

     greening health care 
 

 
Ottawa  — Twelve national organizations representing all 

areas of the health sector, joined by the David Suzuki 
Foundation , have produced a joint statement spelling 

out a new commitment to creating an environmentally 

responsible health sector.  It is being released just prior 

to the Copenhagen Climate Summit in December to help 

raise environmental awareness and action. 

 
" Obviously, there is a direct link between health and 

the environment and Canada's physicians are commit-

ted to following environmentally responsible practices 

as they care for patients, " said Canadian Medical As-
sociation  President Dr. Anne Doig .  
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In addition to setting out the vision and collaborative ap-

proach for achieving a greener health care system and proc-

esses, Toward an Environmentally Responsible Canadian 

Health Sector, also includes three calls to action : 

 

 

•  THAT GOVERNMENT AT ALL LEVELS UNDERSTAND 

AND ADDRESS LINKS BETWEEN HEALTH AND THE EN-

VIRONMENT AND INCORPORATE THESE LINKS INTO 

POLICY DECISIONS THROUGH LEGISLATIVE AND 

BUDGETARY ACTIONS.  

 

 

•  That health care organizations pledge to minimize the 

negative impact of their activity on the environment and 

to seek solutions to existing barriers. 

 

 

•  That individuals working in the health care sector both 

model and advocate for environmentally responsible ap-

proaches to delivering health care without compromising 

patient safety and care.  
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" We congratulate Canada's health professionals for 

setting the agenda for an environmentally responsible 

health sector," said Peter Robinson , CEO of the David 
Suzuki Foundation .  " Leadership from this sector is 

needed to put Canada on the path of sustainability and 

protect the environment upon which all life depends. " 

 
" Canada's nurses feel that the health sector must be a 

leader in promoting environmentally responsible prac-

tices, " concluded Kaaren Neufeld , President of the Ca-
nadian Nurses Association .  " We want to make green-

ing the health sector a priority for all organizations 

and individuals involved in delivering health care ser-

vices to Canadians. " 

 

For more information : 

 

Lucie Boileau 
Canadian Medical Association  
Tel.: 1 800 663–7336 or 613 731–8610 ×1266 Mobile: 

613 447–0866 

 

Catherine Orer 
David Suzuki Foundation 
Tel.: 541–679–0821 | catherine.orer@davidsuzuki.org 
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The joint statement was developed and approved by the 

following national health groups: 

 

•••• Association of Canadian Academic Healthcare Organiz ations;  

•••• Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environm ent;  

•••• Canadian Coalit ion for Green Health Care;  

•••• Canadian College of Health Service Executives;  

•••• Canadian Dental Association;  

•••• Canadian Healthcare Associat ion;  

•••• Canadian Healthcare Engineering Society;  

•••• Canadian Medical Association;  

•••• Canadian Nurses Association;  

•••• Canadian Pharmacists Associat ion;  

•••• Canadian Public Health Associat ion;  

•••• David Suzuki Foundation;  

•••• National Specialty Society for Community Medicine.  
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" As health leaders in today's world we have an obligation to demon-
strate our commitment to environmental stewardship by reducing 
waste and our annual energy footprint.  In doing so we improve the 
long term health of the communities we serve. " 

 
Ra y J .  Ra cet te , MHA, CHE 

President & CEO,  

Canadian College of Health Serv ice Execut iv es 

 

 

" This Joint Position Statement is an unprecedented show of commit-
ment and support for the adoption of sustainable health care practices 
from Canada's major health service organizations and the Canadian 
Coalition for Green Health Care.  Our members are proud to have 
played an active role in its development.  The Statement further rein-
forces our decade–long commitment to working with a broad range of 
stakeholders to positively influence the ecological impact of the Cana-
dian health care system. " 

 
Ken t  W add in gt on 
Communications Director and Founding Member  

Canadian Coalit ion for Green Health Care 

 
 

" Environmental change threatens the health of human populations 
across our globe and thus behooves health organizations to be leaders 
in reducing our impact on the climate.  Human health and environ-
mental change will be major drivers of global decisions through this 
century, and Canada is positioned to model the necessary changes to 
our internationally acclaimed health care system to be global leaders 
in reducing our environmental impacts. " 

 
Ma t the w Ho d ge , MDCM, PhD, FRCPC  

President,  

Nat ional Specia lt y Soc iet y for Community Medic ine   



 
16/11/2009 

 
 

 
 

 

" The health sector in Canada must do its part in protecting the health 
and well–being of all Canadians by taking responsibility for its envi-
ronmental foot–print.  Delivering environmentally responsible health 
care is everyone's business. " 

 
Deb ra L yn ko ws k i ,   
Chief Executive Officer,  

Canadian Public  Hea lth Assoc iat ion 

 
 

" The Canadian Dental Association is supportive of the call to action on 
the protection of the environment in the context of health care.  We 
encourage change in consumption patterns and best practices of ecolo-
gic stewardship.  After all, this stewardship is in the best interest of 
everyone's health. "  

 
Do n Fr ie d la nd er , BSc, DDS,  

President,  

Canadian Denta l Assoc iat ion 

 

 

" CAPE is delighted that the Call to Action urges health workers to be 
environmental advocates. With the world now striving to build a new 
climate change agreement, this advocacy is more important than ever. 
" 

 
Gid e on  Fo rm an ,  

Executive Director 

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environm ent  

 

 

" Pharmaceuticals can have a detrimental effect on the environment if 
not disposed of properly.  We look forward to working collaboratively 
to achieve a greener health sector. " 

 
Dwig h t  Ba l l  
President,  

Canadian Pharmacis ts  Assoc iat ion   
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" A healthy economy is created, sustained and grown by healthy Cana-
dians. The Call to Action presented in this position statement encour-
age all Canadians to strive for a sustainable environmental future. A 
green health system will become a reality through the innovative ac-
tions of policy–makers, health professionals, system leaders, and all 
those who use the system. CHA members are pleased to be a part of 
this positive and forward–thinking vision for Canada's health system. " 

 
P ame la  C.  F ra l ic k  
President and CEO,  

Canadian Healthcare Associat ion  

 

 

" Understanding the importance of environmental conservation and the 
benefits that can be achieved, ACAHO is very pleased to participate in 
the development of this joint position statement.  In our view, one of 
the keys to advancing environmentally responsible practices is to con-
tinue to move forward with a combination of physical infrastructure 
renewal and best practices. " 

 
Gle n n B r im aco mbe 
President and CEO 

Association of Canadian Academic Healthcare Organiz ations 

 

 

" Members of the Canadian Healthcare Engineering Society have worked 
tirelessly throughout the past decade to blend environmentally sus-
tainable heath service delivery practices with day–to–day operations 
at hundreds of health care facilities across Canada.  We are succeeding 
in lowering health care's ecological footprint and are proud to work in 
partnership with the most influential health care organizations in Can-
ada to achieve that goal.  Together we commit to creating the sustain-
able health service environment needed to preserve our natural envi-
ronment for future generations. " 

 
Mic h ae l  Hic ke y 
Canadian Healthcare Engineering Society  
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Force of Nature was launched for continuous transmission on the Inter-
net on January 1st, 2009.  It is a series of e-newsletters destined for the 
GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, the Environmental Terror Movement, 
government officials, municipalities, and the media, nation-wide across 
Canada, and parts of the United States and overseas.  FORCE OF NA-
TURE is produced in two parts.  First.  The MEDIA REPORT itself 
that reports on the current events affecting the future of the GREEN 
SPACE INDUSTRY.  Second.  INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, 
which is a running commentary, sometimes technical in nature.  Force 
of Nature is the WHOLE TRUTH from an INDEPENDENT PER-
SPECTIVE !  Force of Nature is TOTALLY INDEPENDENT of any 
trade association or business operating within the Green Space Indus-
try. 
 
FORCE OF NATURE is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and 
his entourage.  Norah G is actually an acronym for the stable of 
anonymous producers and writers that contribute to this e-newsletter 
and have now replaced Mr. Gathercole.  They consist of people from 
the following industries : Distribution, Fertilizer, Golf, Lawn Care, 
Manufacturing, Municipal, Nursery, Orchard.  Many of these people 
are leaders in their own industries.  The opinions expressed in Force of 
Nature, even though from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, may 
not reflect those of everyone in the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, or 
Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Force of Nature may 
sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e-newsletters.  
DON’T THANK US.  IT’S A PUBLIC SERVICE.  AND WE ARE 
GLAD TO DO IT.  Mr. Gathercole is now retired from Force of Na-
ture, although his name continues to appear as the founder. 
 
William H. Gathercole is a FOUNDER of the Modern Professional 
Lawn Care Industry in BOTH Ontario and Quebec.  He holds a degree 
in Horticulture from the UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, and another 
pure and applied science degree from MCGILL UNIVERSITY.  He 
has worked in virtually all aspects of the GREEN SPACE INDUS-
TRY, including GOLF and PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE, and has 
served in public affairs, workplace safety, and environmental compli-
ance.  Mr. Gathercole has supervised-consulted-programmed-overseen 
the execution of HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS of pest control ap-
plications in the urban landscape.  He has trained, instructed, and con-
sulted with, THOUSANDS of turf managers and technicians.  Mr. 
Gathercole has also been an agricultural agronomist.  For many years, 
Mr. Gathercole was a contributing columnist for TURF & Recreation 
Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority.   
 
Mr. Gathercole has followed the evolution of ENVIRONMENTAL 
TERRORISM for over a quarter-century.  His involvement in envi-
ronmental issues reached a fevered pitch in the 1990s, when he orches-
trated, with others, legal action against unethical and excessive munici-
pal regulations restricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the 
Town of Hudson, Quebec. )  For FIFTEEN YEARS, the strategies de-
signed and implemented by Mr. Gathercole and his colleagues guaran-

teed the control of Enviro-Terror for the Entire Green Space Industry 
across Canada.  Although he can be accused of being ANTI-
ENVIRONMENT-MOVEMENT, he is, in fact, simply a strong advo-
cate FOR the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, from an INDEPENDENT 
PERSPECTIVE.  However, this position has not precluded him from 
criticizing the Green Space Industry itself.  Nonetheless, his vast 
knowledge of our long journey with environmental issues is UNDE-
NIABLE.  ( Hopefully ! )   
 
All document excerpts and pictures contained  in FORCE OF NA-
TURE were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that they 
are in the public domain, serving one of the following purposes :  ar-
chive, education, promotion, publicity, or press release. 
 
We believe that ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM can be 
STOPPED !  Information presented in FORCE OF NATURE has been 
developed for the education and entertainment of the reader.  The 
events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this 
document are not always fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, 
living or dead, may not be coincidental.  The mission of Force of Na-
ture is as a National Organization Responding Against Huje that harm 
the Green Space Industry with statements and activities seeking to pro-
hibit FEDERALLY LEGAL, SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE, and TO-
TALLY IRREPLACEABLE conventional pest control products.  Cul-
prits are identified on the basis of their statements, activities, affilia-
tions, and whereabouts.  Even though each culprit is a mis-guided ad-
versary, each still deserves our respect.  The terms culprit or terrorist 
are not an accusation of any legal wrong-doing.  Force of Nature is 
simply holding culprits accountable for conspiring to change public 
policies that TERRORIZE and THREATEN the Green Space Industry.  
Force of Nature believes that the prohibitionist policies of the Envi-
ronmental Terror Movement will lead to LOSS OF REVENUES, 
BUSINESS FAILURES, BANKRUPTCY, UNEMPLOYMENT, 
leading to DESPAIR and DESTITUTION for THOUSANDS of peo-
ple throughout the Green Space Industry.  The actions of culprits in the 
movement are viewed as a form of TERROR against the Green Space 
Industry. 
 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the 
near future.)  ●  Alberta Prohibition  ●  British Columbia Prohibition  ●  
Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment  ●  Canadian 
Environmental Law Association  ●  Consequences  ●  David Suzuki 
Foundation  ●  DDT and Politicized Science  ●  Enviro-Money  ●  En-
vironmental Terrorists Unmasked  ●  Death and the Environmental 
Movement  ●  Environmental Terrorists Unmasked  ●  June Irwin, The 
Clown of Junk Science  ●  Kazimiera Jean Cottam  ●  LandsCAPE 
Trades Capitulate  ●  New Brunswick Prohibition  ●  Nova Scotia Pro-
hibition  ●  Ontario Prohibition  ●  Organic Fertilizers  ●  Pets and 
Lawn Care Chemicals  ●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition  ●  Quebec 
Prohibition  ●  Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Science  ●  Randy 
Hillier, The Next Premier of Ontario  ●  Salmon Arm BC Prohibition  
●  The 9/11 Era of the Green Space Industry  ●  The Failure of Inte-
grated Pest Management  ●  The Looming Golf Industry Shipwreck  ●  
The Industry Strikes Back  ●  The Misconceptions About Cancer  ●  
The National Annihilation of the Modern Green Space Industry  ●  The 
Wisdom of Drysdale  ●  The Wisdom of Holland  ●  The Wisdom of 
Lowes  ●  The Wisdom of Mains  ●  The Wisdom of the Solomons  ●  
Wisconsin Fertilizer Prohibition  ●  ASK FOR A COPY OF ANY 
BACK ISSUE OF FORCE OF NATURE TODAY.  READ ALL 
ABOUT ENVIRO-MANIACS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTAL 
TERROR ORGANIZATIONS IN FORCE OF NATURE !  THE 
WHOLE TRUTH FROM AN INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE ! 
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