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Aphids irk merchants group  

June 21, 2009  
 

 
 
By Martha Wickett 

 

Small bugs seem to be creating big problems for some downtown merchants.  
The Salmon Arm Downtown Improvement Association [  D.I.A.   ]  has written 
to city council, urging the city to take “aggressive action” to rid the trees 

lining Alexander Street of an aphid infestation.  [   W ELL NOW !   THE ENVIRO–MANIC 
CITY COUNCILLORS FORGOT TO CONSIDER THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTROLLING APHIDS !  ] 
 
The July 10 letter from president Rob Marshall, on behalf of the DIA, refers to 
THE SUGARY SECRET IONS OF APHIDS THAT ARE COAT ING SIDEWALKS AND PARKED 
VEHICLES along Alexander.  The letter states THE SECRET IONS WILL EVENT UALLY 
ATT RACT AGGRESSIVE SPECIES SUCH AS HORNET S AND WASPS, AND WILL TEND TO 
MAKE HOST TREES BRITTLE, MEANING BRANCHES WILL BREAK WHEN THE WIND 
BLOWS HARD.  [   W OULD N’ T B E I NTE RES TI NG TO SEE S AL MON ARM S UED F OR MILLI ONS OF  

DOLLA RS  BY S OME  P OOR CI TI ZE N S TRUCK BY A FAL LI NG B RA NC H BEC A USE OF CI TY NE GLEC T,  
AND B ECA USE THE CI TY IS RUN B Y E NVI RO–MA NIACS W ITH DEP RAV ED INDIF FE RE NC E  !   ] 
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The letter refers to the city’s new bylaw restricting the 
cosmetic use of pesticides, specifically the exception that 
allows the application of pesticides to control ants, ter-
mites and wasps.  
 
Marshall’s letter was discussed at Monday’s meeting of 
the Development and Planning Services Committee.  The 
discussion also included two other letters from downtown 
merchants, one which stated a shopper’s shoe had stuck 
to the substance on the sidewalk, resulting in a twisted 
ankle.  
 
[   HE RE IS F OOD F OR THOUGHT !   S OME P OOR CI TI ZE N SLIPS A ND FALL S,  THE NEC K IS B ROKE N 
AND THE B ODY IS PA RA LY ZE D F OR LIFE !   W HY ?   BECAUS E OF THE DEP RAVED I NDIFF E RE NCE  
OF A GROUP OF E NVI RO–MA NIAC C OUNCILL ORS THA T W AS W ARNED  W ELL IN ADV A NCE !   ] 
 
Brad Ackerman, the city’s parks and recreation foreman, said he had since 
had a productive meeting with DIA members.  He told the city planning meet-
ing that THE APHID INFEST AT ION IS AN ANNUAL EVENT, noting that aphids that at-
tack Linden trees are among the toughest.  In other years, the city has applied 
chemical pesticides, usually twice during the season.  He said the aphid’s 
“honeydew” is a nuisance, but not as bad as sap because it dissolves and 
can be washed off.  He said the assertion that aphids will make the trees brittle 
is not correct.  
 
[   W RONG !   THIS  GUY IS  OBVI OUS LY UNDE R THE S C RUTI NY OF HIS E NVI RO– MA NIAC MA S TE RS.   
OF C OURSE,  AF TE R REPEA TED A ND UNC HECKED  I NFES TA TI ONS,  A TRE E CA N BE  W EAKENED TO 
THE P OI NT W HE RE  THE  I T W ILL DIE !   O NC E THE TREE IS DEAD   ––   GUE SS W HA T ?   ––   THE  
BRA NC HES BE GI N TO F ALL !   ]    
 
Ackerman told the meeting that 5,500 ladybugs, natural predators of 
aphids, were released on the trees but it is difficult to accurately measure their 
effect.   
[   IN OTHE R W ORDS,  THE USE OF L ADYB UGS DID  NOT P ROVIDE A NY S ORT OF C ONTROL.   B IG 
SURP RISE !   THE US E OF NA TURAL P REDA TORS F OR OUTD OOR P ES T C ONTROL IS  NOT A VALID  
AND E FFEC TI VE ME THOD OF C ONTROL LING AP HIDS,  A ND MOS T OTHE R TYP ES OF PES TS  !   
SAL MON ARM MA Y HAVE J US T AS W ELL TAKE N THE TAXPA YE RS ’  MONEY THA T I T NE EDLE SSLY  
SPE NT ON LADYB UGS,  A ND FL US HED IT D OW N THE TOILE T  !   M ISSION ACC OMP LIS HED !   AN-
OTHE R EXA MP LE OF E NVI RO– MA NIAC P OLICIES W AS TING THE TAXP AYE RS MONE Y !   ] 
 
He said more may be released after monitoring, but the infestation appears to 
be on the decline.   
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Councillor Alan Harrison said he would be willing to consider a minor 
amendment to the cosmetic pesticide bylaw, adding aphids to the ants, ter-
mites and wasps exception.   
 
“ It’s a new bylaw and I actually support it, [   E–M  !   ]   but like any new 
bylaw, it might need tweaking.”  
[   IN OTHE R W ORDS,  THE SA L MON ARM LE GISLA TI ON IS B E GINNI NG TO FALL A PA RT BE CA USE  
ITS C OUNCIL L ORS W ERE ADVISED BY PE OP LE W HO HAV E NO  EXPE RTISE W HA TS OEVE R I N MA T-
TE RS C ONCE RNI NG PE S T C ONTROL P ROD UC TS !   ]  
 
Councillor Kevin Flynn said he thinks a proper, registered Integrated Pest 
Management program should be allowed under the bylaw, and mentioned 
changes are also needed to accommodate the Sterile Insect Release (SIR) pro-
gram that targets the coddling moth. 
 
Councillor Ken Jamieson said he thinks patience is needed, in that the city is 
only in year one of the bylaw.   [   F INE !   I T W ILL BE MOS T I NTE RES TI NG TO W ATC H 
SAL MON ARM BEC OME THE S UBJ EC T OF A LAW S UI T BECA US E OF THE DEP RAVED I NDIFF E RE NCE  
OF I TS C OUNCI LL ORS,  W HO HAVE BE E N VE RY  CLEARLY  W ARNED,  A ND DID  NOTHI NG  !   ] 
 
“We need to make sure we have exhausted all biological avenues.”   
[   YOU S HOULD HAVE THOUGHT OF THA T BEFORE  C ONS PI RING TO P ROHIBI T LE GA L,  SAFE,  
AND TOTA LLY I RRE PLACE ABLE PES T C ONTROL P ROD UC TS !   HAD Y OU B EE N P ROP E RLY AD-
VISED BY  RE AL  EXP E RTS,  Y OU W OULD HA VE B EE N TOLD  THA T SA FE R A ND MORE  EF FEC TIVE  
“BIOL OGICA L”  AL TE RNA TI VES DO  NOT EXIS T !   I NS TEAD,  Y OU P REF E RRED HE EDI NG THE AD-
VICE OF E NVIRONME NTA L TE RROR GROUPS !   ] 
 
Councillor Chad Eliason  said he agrees aphids need to be brought under con-
trol, but going back on the bylaw could be the beginning of a slippery slope.  
[   THE S L OPE W ILL GE T VERY  SLIP PE RY D URI NG A MILLI ON–D OL LA R LAW SUI T !   ] 
 
Councillor Debbie Cannon said she realizes aphids are an issue for some 
downtown businesses and perhaps daily washing of sidewalks is needed.   
[   W RONG !   ]  
 
“ I think we have to ride it out.  If we do bring this back for SIR and 
fruit trees, I also want to look at fines and penalties for people who 
don’t comply with the bylaw.”  
 
City council will reassess the situation in four to six weeks.  [   HOW  CONVENIENT !   

THE C OUNCIL WILL RE–ASSESS W HEN SUMMER IS OVER,  A ND W HEN THE  APHID PROBLEM HAS 
ENDED !   IF THE COUNCILLORS HAD ANY  BRAINS,  THIS DANGEROUS PROHIBITION W OULD BE RE-
SCINDED IMMEDIATELY, BEFORE SALMON ARM BECOMES THE TARGET OF A MAJ OR LAW SUIT !   ] 
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FORCE OF NATURE was launched for continuous transmission on the Internet on January 1st, 2009.  It 

is a series of e–newsletters destined for the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, the ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT , 
politicians, municipalities, and the media, nation–wide across Canada, and parts of the United States.  

FORCE OF NATURE is produced in two parts.  First.  The MEDIA REPORT itself that reports on the cur-

rent events affecting the future of the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  Second.  INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, 

which is a running commentary, sometimes also of a more technical in nature. 

 
FORCE OF NATURE is the brainchild of William H. Gathercole and his entourage.  The opinions ex-

pressed in these e–newsletters, even though from an INDEPENDENT PERSPECTIVE, may not reflect those 

of everyone in the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, or Mr. Gathercole’s many associates.  Be warned !  Mr. 
Gathercole and his team may sometimes be very irreverent and fearless with these e–newsletters. 

 
William H. Gathercole holds a degree in Horticulture from the UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, and another 

pure and applied science degree from MCGILL UNIVERSITY .  He has worked in virtually all aspects of 

the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY, including public affairs, personal safety, and environmental issues.  Mr. 
Gathercole has been a consultant and instructor for decades.  Mr. Gathercole has been following the 

evolution of ENVIRONMENTAL TERRORISM  for over a quarter–century.  His involvement in environmental 
issues reached a fevered pitch in the 1990s, when he orchestrated, with others, legal action against un-
ethical and excessive municipal regulations restricting the use of pest control products.  ( i.e. the Town 

of Hudson. )  Although he can be accused of being ANTI–ENVIRONMENT –MOVEMENT , he is, in fact, sim-

ply a strong advocate FOR the GREEN SPACE INDUSTRY.  However, this position has not precluded him 
from criticizing the industry itself.  Nonetheless, his vast knowledge of our long journey with environ-

mental issues is UNDENIABLE .  ( Hopefully ! )  For many years, Mr. Gathercole has been a contributing 

columnist for TURF &  RECREATION  Magazine, Canada’s Turf and Grounds Maintenance Authority. 

 
All pictures contained in FORCE OF NATURE were found somewhere on the Internet.  We believe that 
they are in the public domain, as either educational tools, industry archives, promotional stills, public-
ity photos, or press media stock. 

 
Information presented in FORCE OF NATURE has been developed for the education and entertainment of 
the reader.  The events, characters, companies, and organizations, depicted in this document are not 
always fictitious.  Any similarity to actual persons, living or dead, may not be coincidental. 

 
The following titles are currently available.  (Or, will be available in the near future.)  ●  Alberta Prohibi-
tion  ●  British Columbia Prohibition  ●  Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment  ●  
Consequences  ●  David Suzuki Foundation  ●  DDT and Our World of Politicized Science  ●  Death and 
the Environmental Movement  ●  Golf and Landscape Trade Industries  ●  June Irwin, The Princess of 
Junk Science  ●  Kazimiera Jean Cottam  ●  Kelowna BC Prohibition  ●  New Brunswick Prohibition  ●  
Nova Scotia Prohibition  ●  Ontario Prohibition  ●  Organic Fertilizers  ●  Pets and Lawn Care Chemicals  
●  Prince Edward Island Prohibition  ●  Quebec Prohibition  ●  Rachel Carson, The Queen of Junk Sci-
ence  ●  Randy Hillier, The Next Premier of Ontario  ●  Salmon Arm BC Prohibition  ●  Special Report  ●  
The 9/11 Era of the Green Space Industry  ●  The Failure of Integrated Pest Management  ●  The In-
dustry Strikes Back  ●  The Misconceptions About Cancer  ●  The Wisdom of the Solomons  ●  Wiscon-
sin Fertilizer Prohibition  ●  ASK FOR A COPY OF ANY BACK ISSUE OF FORCE OF NATURE TODAY. 


