THE DAILY COURIER, FRIDAY FEBRUARY 6, 2009

‘rbwﬁt not smentlﬁc facts

~Re; . There’s a good reason they're -
not bélieved, letters, Feb. 3.

- As the'director of government and

industrial relations, I also hold the
title of principle investigator for
MREP Communications.

Because of the findings of experts
in the field, I have reason to protest
- the proclamations of activists. My
protests and explanations take place
in committee and council chambers
across the country. My company’s
mMission is to ensure that proper sci-
ence and not the court of public
opinion governs good environmen-
tal stewardship and policy develop-
ment,

I question the objectivity of the
media and the writer and wonder
why all sides of any issue are not
subjected to the same scrutiny.,
Maybe the facts get in the way of a
good story.

The lawn care industry has four

pillars in their use of products to ,

provide their goods and services.
One: the product has be registered
with Health Canada. Two: the prod-
uct has to work. Three: the product
and methods have to be cost effec-
tive. Four: Use should not increase
their carbon footprint.

1 understand why the - writer
agrees Wlth the mformaﬁon I pre-
sEnted - ) ]

" prove their behefs

MA Conference in Kelowna on Jan.
29 was open to the public, and I
brought documentation to support
all statements made. I cannot under-
stand why the writer and the media
fail to put the activists under the
same microscope. ,

The doctor who appeared in the
CHBC News clip about the event
(the evening following my presenta-
tion) made boilerplate statements
such as “there is a large overwhelm-
ing body of scientific evidence...”
Although the public no doubt per-
ceived the “doctor” as a medical ex-
pert, it should be noted that he holds
a PhD in English, not medicine.

As to the “growing body of evi-
dence,” those reports are currently
the subject of a fraud investigation.
In the Land of Oz, the activists don’t
want you to pull back the curtains:
you will find smoke, mirrors and a
lot of fertilizer.

‘You can attack the presenter —
that is my job to be out front, and I
have thick skin, But I know I have
done my job when the attacks are
about me and not the informationI
presented.

There is a misconception — creat-
ed by activists, politicos and the me-
dia — that the industry will be com-
pliant and allow accusations and

. _public statements to go unchal-.
‘lenged: The industry will provide
- the venue (a courtroom) for individ-

uals and organizations to try to

_Jeffrey Lowes,
MREP Communlmtions ‘




