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SPOKESMEN N |
There’s good
reason they

are not believed
_ So, pesticide industry official
spokesparrot — sorry, spokesman —
Jeffrey Lowes and university toxicol-

‘ogist. Kelth Solomon are both ‘of
the opinion pesticides are perfectly(

safe, if used according to the instiriic- |

tions; so says The Okanagan Sunday
editorial.

You know, the devil of it is, they may
well be right. There’s only one prob-

lem, though. The editorial writer was'
quite correct< we, the people of plan-

¢t Earth, simply don’t believe them.
« Infact, most of us don’t believe any-
thing that an official spokesman tells
us, whether¥ie be from industry, gov-
grnment, the military, or even from
academia.

The reason for this unfortunate state
pf affairs is really quite simple. We |!
don’t believe them because, over the
past several decades, we have been |!
fedsimaﬁcally and consistently mis-

misinformed, obfuscated, prevar-
icated at and outright lied to, by offi-
cial spokesmen from all of those sec-
tors of society.

Indeed, this stuff has been going on
for centuries. I recall reading some-
where that sulphurous fumes from the
chimney stacks of coal-burning fur- }
naces were touted as being beneficial |,
for the lungs, especially for patients

suffering from emphysema or con- |

sumption, back in the early 19th een-
tury.

ey

And weren’t all those fresh-faced
| | young army recruits, back in 1914, as-
: sured repeatedly by their officers that
“tHe Great War would be all over “in a
“matter of months?”

More recently, we have been in-
Iormed by official spokesmen from the
tobacco industry that their products
wereperfectly safe and non-addictive

A{while their own scientists were
ing them exactly the opposite).
Others from the petroleum companies
assureq u:leaded gasoline posed no
-threat to anyone.

- And s0 it goes on. How many years is
it since President George W. Bush’s
-advisers claimed to have “definite ev-
Lxt!em:e”nt?weamstﬁg S5 de i
tion in Traq? And how many a”’“rs
 since George W. himself proclaimed

“vxctory” in the subsequent war?

And today, official spokesmen are at
it again.

“1t’s no use, guys. You can assure us
and reassure us again and agam until
your facasturn purple, and we're still
not going to believe you.-

'i Your profession is irredeemably
icontaminated by the actions of your
predecessors $0 you might as well

give up. Sorry, but that’s the way it is.
V M., Price,
E Winfield

£




