
 

 
 
 

 

 
Will ‘backroom politics’ of pesticide ban cost 
Kamloops businesses? 
 
By: Andrea Klassen in Health, Municipal Government, News July 15, 2015 0 33 Views 
 

The owner of a Kamloops lawn-care company said a new ban on cosmetic pesticides 
ignores the wishes of the public in favour of “backroom politics.” 

City council voted 5-4 on Tuesday to prohibit homeowners from using pesticides on 
lawns, flowers and ornamental trees and shrubs. 

The ban doesn’t apply to vegetable gardens, fruit trees or commercial and city 
properties. 



Jacquie Doherty, owner of Grassroots Choice Lawn Care, called the decision “very 
upsetting” and said she expects to lay off some of her six staff members either this year 
or when the ban goes into effect on Jan. 1, 2016. 

Doherty said about 80 per cent of her clients are residential homeowners within 
Kamloops (her commercial clients, and those in Sun Rivers and Rivershore, won’t be 
impacted by the ban). 

“I don’t know how our customers are going to handle it, if they’re going to cancel the 
service completely and do their own thing or if they’re still going to want us to fertilize. 
I can’t say,” she said.  

Terry Omrod of Nutri-Lawn also expects to downsize one full-time and one part-time 
employee next year as a result of the ban. 

“We certainly do other things — turf management as far as aeration and all those other 
things you might to do make your lawn healthier, but the weed-control portion, it will 
certainly have an effect on that and probably drop the business by 30, 40 per cent,” he 
said. 

Omrod said there are other products he could look at using instead of herbicides, but 
many aren’t cleared for use in B.C. as pesticides. 

Landowners with bug problems will be in a tougher spot. 

“It’s one thing to say that you should be able to live with a little bit of clover or 
dandelion in your grass, and I can see that,” Omrod said. 

“But, when you have grubs or pinch bug or something eating your lawn and decimating 
it, then that’s another concern and there really isn’t a lot of options.” 

Doherty said she’s looked into using an iron-based alternative, but the advice she’s 
been given by others in the industry is to avoid it, due to its high cost and mediocre 
weed-killing results. 

Since the pesticides her company uses are still going to be available for sale on city 
shelves, she thinks making the switch would be a “tough sell” to customers. 

Both expect many of their clients will simply apply pesticides on their own, when no one 
else is looking. 



Doherty had prominently campaigned against the ban, speaking at previous council 
meetings and setting up an online site that allowed hundreds of residents to send 
councillors email objecting to the new rules. 

Speaking to KTW yesterday, Doherty said she now feels her time was wasted. 

“This was backroom politics right from the start,” she said. 

“They were going to push this through in a week. 

“It came forward on, what, the 26th of May and it was going to be voted on the 
following week. 

“They had every intention of pushing it through and they didn’t expect any backlash 
because it was going to happen so fast.” 

Coun. Tina Lange first proposed the pesticide ban at the end of May through a notice of 
motion. 

Rather than vote on the ban soon after, council ended up tabling the motion until this 
week to let the community weigh in — though Doherty doesn’t think those at city hall 
listened to what they were told. 

“The decision was made long ago and they only wasted our time because they had no 
intention of changing their position,” she said. 

 
 
 
NORAHG RESPONDS AGAINST CITY OF KAMLOOPS  ―  BUSINESSES MUST BE 
COMPENSATED FOR LOSSES CAUSED BY PROHIBITION !   
  
Kamloops’ arbitrary & discriminatory prohibition against professional lawn 
care businesses implies that  ...  it is safe for children and adults to walk on 
pesticide-treated golf courses, and eat pesticide-treated food, but it is 
seemingly NOT safe for them to walk and play on pesticide-treated lawns.  
Kamloops’ imminent prohibition is arbitrary & discriminatory.  The 
prohibition specifically discriminates against ONE SPECIFIC TYPE of business.  
Observers contend that prohibition must apply to EVERYONE.  In order to be 
consistent and fair, there should be NO arbitrary exception statuses for 
anyone.  Kamloops’ City Council must PROHIBIT ALL PEST CONTROL 
PRODUCTS from EVERYONE, including fruit & vegetable production, golf 



facilities, mosquito control, nursery production, orchards, rose gardens, sod 
production, and sports fields.  THERE SHOULD BE NO #@!!% EXCEPTIONS 
WHATSOEVER !  
  
Kamloops’ prohibition is arbitrary & discriminatory; hence, the city must 
expect legal action by those businesses that will be DESTROYED.  Grassroots 
Choice Lawn Care, Nutri-Lawn, and all other affected businesses, must SUE 
Kamloops’ government officials !  They must litigate, litigate, and litigate.  
They must be COMPENSATED for their loss of business !  LET KAMLOOPS 
FEEL THE TERROR OF THE COURTS !  For more information about 
LITIGATION, go to The Pesticide Truths Web-Site   …   http://wp.me/p1jq40-
7Ub    
  
We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to 
destroy the Green space and other industries ( NORAH G ).  As a non-profit 
and independent organization, we are environmentalists who are dedicated 
to reporting about NON-EXPERT PESTICIDE-HATING FANATICS, as well as 
the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED EXPERTS who promote 
ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS.   http://wp.me/p1jq40-
8DV   Get the latest details at   http://pesticidetruths.com/   WILLIAM H 
GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G    
 


