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Home Depot Decides Secret Pesticides Probably Don't Belong in Bee-
Friendly Plants

Plants sold at the chain that contain neonicotinoid pesticides will be labeled by the end of
the year.

(Photo: Jeff R Clow/Getty Images)
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| found four dead honeybees in my backyard over the weekend. Usually, the apian behavior back
there tends more to lively buzzing—in the orange tree, the lemon, the massive pink peppercorn
that seems to always be in bloom. If you stand underneath the latter's drooping branches, it
almost sounds like the tree is humming, thanks to its halo of bees.

So finding the little pollen-coated bodies lying on the ground was worrisome, especially in the
wake of the Friends of the Earth and Pesticide Research Institute study released last week that
found that neonicotinoid pesticides were present in a majority of the tested specimens of bee-
friendly plants purchased from major garden retailers. I had just planted a couple of shrubs I
picked up on a whim from Home Depot—one of the retailers indicted in the study.

Had | inadvertently introduced a highly effective pesticide into my chemical-free garden? Did |
kill those bees? Those aren’t questions I’ll be able to answer in regard to flowers I recently added
to my landscaping, but by the end of this year | won’t be playing pesticide roulette if I buy more
plants from Home Depot. The leading home-improvement retail chain announced that it will
require suppliers to label any plants that contain neonic pesticides.

"The Home Depot is deeply engaged in understanding the relationship of the use of certain
insecticides on our live goods and the decline in the honeybee population,” Ron Jarvis, vice
president of merchandising and sustainability, told Reuters. Home Depot is also conducting a

number of trials to see if it’s possible to stop using the pesticides altogether in the nurseries that
supply its plants.
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Colony Collapse Disorder Is Not What You Think

Although it's weird to think of a plant having something like an ingredient list, it's a suitable
solution for this class of pesticide. Unlike other pesticides, neonics are systemic: The seeds of a
plant are treated with the chemical, which remains present in all parts of the plant, including the
pollen and the nectar.

Of course, it’s possible that the bees | found were killed by something else altogether. Mites,
parasites, and exposure to other types of chemicals have all been tied to the steep decline of
pollinator populations. But considering the high concentrations of neonics that are used in
ornamental plants—300 milligrams might be used to treat the seed of a perennial shrub, whereas
a seed of corn will have just 1.34 milligrams of pesticides applied to it, according to the report—
both labeling and reducing the amount of pesticide-treated plants at such a massive retailer will
surely help make all yards a bit safer for bees.




David Allen Cobb - Follow - Top Commenter - Researcher at Black Mesa Research
Facility

Nice job Home Depot. A complete ban would be nice, but labeling is a step in the right
direction.

Reply - Like - 7 - Follow Post - July 1 at 3:39pm
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Norah G Fon

CRISIS ? WHAT CRISIS ?

There is NO bee crisis in jurisdictions like Ontario. According to Ontario Premier
Wynne — « Although large bee die-0ffs have been observed in Ontario apiaries,
they are NOT OCCURRING UNIFORMLY across all operations or areas of the
province — many bee-keeping operations HAVE NOT BEEN AFFECTED and
have been able to maintain strong and healthy bee colonies as evidenced by hive
strength and honey production ». http://wp.me/p1jg40-7Mw There is NO bee
crisis in Canada. Only A VERY LIMITED NUMBER of bee-keepers report
losses, LESS THAN 1 PER CENT. Over 99 per cent of all bee-keepers are
reporting no losses. Bee-keepers know full well that varroa mites are the primary
problem associated with bee losses, and not neonicotinoid insecticides. Science
and statistics DO NOT SUPPORT demands to prohibit against neonicotinoid
insecticides in agriculture. For more information regarding BEES, go to The
Pesticide Truths Web-Site ... http://wp.me/p1jq40-6WJ http://wp.me/P1jq40-2BA
http://wp.me/p1jq40-6H8 http://wp.me/pljqd0-7ty WILLIAM H.
GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G http://pesticidetruths.com/
http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr

Reply - Like - 1 - July 3 at 10:51pm

Sally Stephens - Follow - Top Commenter - Osu/linn




I wholeheartedly work to conserve the environment and what's left of it's beauty. |
absolutely can't stand those that what to exploit & profit off of it until it's gone!
http://www.senseaboutscience.org/pages/insecticides-and-honeybees-your-
questions-answered.html

Reply - Like - 1 - Edited - July 5 at 10:04pm

Forrest Arnold - Sr. EE at Retired

Norah G Fon Thank you! So glad to hear Canada is not having any problems with
neonic's. But, down here in the States,,, we are having massive die-offs directly
correlated to neonic pervasive usage. It is very hard to believe that you support
big box store that would spray neonic's, even on squash and other vegetables that
are sold to us to consume, without our knowledge. People who want the real
information can find it at www.beyondpesticides.org, or www.ncap.org. Thank
you also for the websites that must be funded by the chemical industries. By the
way, what is that stuck in your mouth? (rhetorical question)

Reply - Like - 2 - July 6 at 10:09pm

Norah G Fon

NORAHG is a NATIONAL NON-PROFIT NON-PARTISAN organization that
does not accept money from corporations or governments or trade associations,
and represents NO VESTED INTERESTS WHATSOEVER.

NORAHG is dedicated to reporting the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY
RATED EXPERTS who promote ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and
PESTICIDE TRUTHS. http://wp.me/p1jq40-5DD

Reply - Like - July 7 at 3:07am
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Norah G Fon



Forrest Arnold is using mis-information from Beyond Pesticides, which operates
as an organization that is non-expert, profit-motivated, unethical, and conspires to
recklessly and maliciously prohibit against pest control products used in the urban
landscape. Beyond Pesticides is operated by a group of truth-challenged-jokers
who are clearly not competent to express any opinion concerning pest control
products. Those who operate Beyond Pesticides include — ¢ a non-expert duck
farm operator « a non-expert indigent goat herder « a non-expert native Indian
movement organizer ¢ a non-expert marginal organic lawn care operator « a non-
expert organic produce distributor ¢ a non-expert zoologist. Beyond Pesticides has
expertise in fund-raising and profit-making, but has no expertise in science or
research. The primary concerns of Beyond Pesticides is mere business, cash-flow,
profit, and celebrity.

Reply - Like - July 7 at 3:09am

Jodi Farm

Forrest Arnold Nice! ;-) Honestly, I think I'm done poking Crazy with a stick. She
clearly needs a LOT of professional help.It's sad, really. | suppose whatever her
job/income connection to pesticides has been (and clearly, it has), she's had so
much pesticide/herbicide exposure that it's damaged her, maybe beyond help.
Regardless, | hope she tries to get herself some help.

Cracks me up that now she's ranting about being an "organization” when her
Facebook profile is that of a person and lists her as female. Her level of insane
really is sad to see. I'd like to think that she's at least in an institution now, and
that for whatever reason, they give her unmonitored internet access, but | suppose
that's not the case. I just hope she isn't a danger to the people around her. Anyway,
great post, my friend. Beyond Pesticides is a great, real, legitimate organization
that gets my full support. Have a good one! ;-)

Reply - Like - July 7 at 12:06pm

Corey Moran - Lewis and Clark Community College

Norah G Fon You have no idea what your talking about.

Reply - Like - July 14 at 11:03am



Norah G Fon

NORAHG RESPONDS TO THE AMATEURISH & DISCREDITED ASSESSMENT
BY FRIENDS OF THE EARTH ( FOE )

On June 25th, 2014, Friends of the Earth, an anti-pesticide organization, alleged that «
bee-killing pesticides » were found in garden center plants produced by the nursery
industry. This assessment by FOE is OUTRAGEOUSLY FALSE ! The FOE assessment
(a.k.a. Gardeners Beware ) has been discredited since its tests did not conform to
internationally-accredited practices, and there was no legal chain of custody for the plant
samples tested. Experts have quickly criticized and condemned the amateurish and
unscientific assessment by FOE, which was not performed under Good Laboratory
Practice. World-wide, the expert and scientific assessments of all pest control products
must be conducted under those guidelines which adhere to principles of ... See More

Reply - Like - Follow Post - July 1 at 2:45am

Jodi Farm

Writing the same damn thing over and over and over again into a single paragraph
doesn't exactly lend credence to your post. Whatever your credentials/angle, you
have accomplished nothing more here than taking up a ridiculous amount of
space. And as for the "whole truth” web addresses you finally listed; they look
suspiciously like links to some virus. Talk about "amateurish and unscientific"....

- Like - 3 - July 3 at 11:43am

Norah G Fon

Jodi Farm is WRONG ! There are NO viruses. This is typical FEAR-
MONGERING, the same that is used against insecticides.

NORAHG is dedicated to reporting the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY
RATED EXPERTS who promote ENVIRONMENTAL REALISM and
PESTICIDE TRUTHS. http://wp.me/p1jq40-5DD



NORAHG responds on behalf of the VAST SILENT MAJORITY of the public
that DOES NOT WANT PESTICIDE BANS, and SUPPORT those who work in
the Agriculture Industry and the Professional Lawn Care Industry.
http://wp.me/P1jg40-2bo

Reply - Like - July 3 at 10:48pm

Jodi Farm

First, dearie, | didn't say they were viruses. | said they look like links to some
virus; meaning why are they a random series of letters and numbers rather than a
legitimate domain name. Viruses are often linked to via URLS that look very
much like those you posted. So no, I'm not "wrong" and I'm not "fear-mongering."
I simply described an observation. Paranoid much?

Second, if the "vast majority" of the public were actually against pesticide bans,
we would be hearing from them. Yet yours are the first such posts I've seen. Or
rather, nearly the first: I have seen a few others, all from people who do work "in
the Agriculture Industry and the Professional Lawn Care Industry” (sic). Those
who stand to profit financially from pesticide sales and use have certainly written
articles and made posts of a similar vein. Sad, but these days there seem to be a
lot of people who care so deeply about their own monetary greed that they clearly
don't care what kind of a world we leave to our future generations.

And finally, do you always refer to yourself in the third person? Creepy. Really,
really creepy. | won't even go into your melodramatic overuse of all-caps. |
suppose | should at least acknowledge you used your paragraph breaks this time.
But the whole third-person thing? Hmmm....

Reply - Like - 4 - July 4 at 12:24am
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Norah G Fon

Jodi Farm is again WRONG ! THE PUBLIC HAS SPOKEN OUT AGAINST
PROHIBITION. NO ONE WANTS THIS #@!'% BAN NONSENSE ?!?! The
ONLY people who want PESTICIDE BANS are a SMALL GROUP of activists
with VESTED INTERESTS IN CONCOCTING IMAGINARY DANGER
against pest control products. A recent POLL conducted by Canadian Consumer



Specialty Products Association ( CCSPA ) showed that the VAST MAJORITY of
residents in British Columbia are OPPOSED to the PROHIBITION against the
use conventional pest control products, and they actually FAVOUR the continued
use of these products around their homes and in public green spaces.
http://wp.me/P1jq40-2bo Additionally, according to another recent Ontario poll,
MORE THAN HALF of Ontario residents believe that the provincial government
DID NOT DO THE RIGHT THING by implementing Anti-Pesticide
PROHIBITION. Ontario residents WOULD RATHER HAVE THE BAN
SCRAPPED OR MODIFIED. http://wp.me/P1jg40-3kB

Reply - Like - July 4 at 4:59am

Jodi Farm

I'm laughing my ass off. Oh, Norah, you big silly-head! :-) Wow. If you spoke the
way you write, everyone around you would constantly be yelling for you to shut
the hell up! LOL! Blah blah blah blah.... What a comical bunch of hooey! Do the
world a favor, dearie; go back to sniffing your pesticide cocktails and, well, shut
the hell up. ;-) At the very least, get some professional help. You really, really
need it.

Reply - Like - 2 - July 4 at 10:23am
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Norah G Fon

No testing has been performed on sniffing like cocaine users, but the ultimate
drink test proves that pest control products are safe to drink. :-) Pest control
products like 2,4-D are no more dangerous than table salt, and, in fact, 2,4-D
tastes like salt water. In the early 1940s, Doctor R. Milton Carleton was the co-
developer of 2,4-D herbicide. Carleton usually carried a flask around with him
that contained 2,4-D from which he would drink on request « just to prove it was
harmless ». Anyone who knew the distinctive fish smell of 2,4-D knew that
Carleton was actually drinking the real stuff. The toxicity of 2,4-D is not very
high when compared to something, perhaps, that we are all familiar with — table
salt. Pest control products like 2,4-D are less toxic than table salt. Carleton was
not harmed by drinking 2,4-D — ... See More

Reply - Like - July 7 at 3:20am



Jodi Farm

Wow. You just have no clue when to quit, do you, Norah? I'll tell you one thing:
You have managed to "put things into some sort of perspective" pretty clearly:
You presumably have poisoned yourself so badly with your pesticide and
herbicide use (cocktails? Hmmm....) that it has affected your brain beyond
measure. You really need to get help. See a doctor. Talk to someone. Your level
of crazy may require that you being institutionalized for awhile, but that would
probably be for the best. So please, for your own sake as well as that of others, get
help. Get real, professional help.

Reply - Like - July 7 at 11:59am

MK Davies - Top Commenter - Works at All Over the Place

I have grown a wide variety of vegetables, shrubs, flowers, and trees for over 35 years,
and | have taught gardening classes in my community.

I recommend avoiding purchasing any plants or soil products from any big box chain
store or home improvement center. The overall lack of quality control and effective
sanitation practices of their suppliers--and the chain stores themselves--is appalling, as
anyone who has purchased diseased materials from these sources already knows.

Plants grown in the greenhouses that supply the big box chains are regularly dosed with
high amounts of herbicides, fungicides, and pesticides, so that the plants they sell will
appear to be healthy at the time of purchase.

As soon as the purchaser takes their plants home, within a few days to a week or two,
their plants begin to show signs of serious insect infestation or disease(s), because the
plants are no longer being constantly sprayed by the supplier with high levels of
herbicides, fungicides, and pesticides. Spider mites, gnats, black and whitefly are
common insect pests that soon appear. So are damping off disease, mosaic virus, various
wilts, and other diseases.

The purchaser's plants soon wilt, and they will often perish, but regrettably, often, not
quickly enough to prevent the spread of pathogens to healthy plants that the person
already possesses.

None of the big box stores will replace any of the purchaser's healthy plants that are



damaged or killed because of the pathogens brought onto the purchaser's place by the big
box store's plants or soil products.

They also profit greatly from the sales of pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides that
purchaser's must buy to attempt to save the disease and insect-ridden plants that they
bought from the big box chains. These chains also profit from the high die-off rate of
their substandard plants, because many growers (especially less experienced ones)
assume that they did something wrong that killed off their plants, and so, they go and buy
more.

Many purchasers also do not take the dead and diseased plants back to the retailer for a
refund, and so the companies do not lose profits from those sales.

Shop at local greenhouses and garden centers that have good management practices,
trusted soil products, and effective greenhouse sanitation. You may pay more for things
there, but the survival of your plants is worth it.

Reply - Like - 8 - Follow Post - Edited - July 2 at 10:43pm

Jodi Farm

Excellent, comprehensive, well-written and completely accurate post, MK. Very
well-said. This avid organic gardener agrees 100%.

Reply - Like - 1 - July 4 at 10:28am

Henrietta Wise - New School for Social Research

Glad to see Home Depot is taking a first step in the right direction. Won't buy my garden
plants there anymore until they completely elliminate all products containing
neonicotinoids. In addition, I will scout around for places to buy other items rather than
go to Home Depot or Lowes until they stop the neonicotinoids altogether. | hope others
pledge the same. Thanks.

Reply - Like - 5 - Follow Post - July 3 at 12:46am



Sandy Healy - Portland Community College

Ok, it appears that my email complaint to Home Depots Investor Relations Dept had
some effect. Nice going Home Depot!!!

Reply - Like - 4 - Follow Post - July 2 at 10:58pm

Jodi Farm

Well, that and the thousands of other emails, phone calls, letters, and petitions
they received from all over the country. | suspect the rest of us may have had
some minor degree of sway as well. But no doubt, it was probably mostly you!
Nice goin'! ;-)

Reply - Like - 2 - July 4 at 3:05pm
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Sandy Healy - Portland Community College

I was pretty much joking But at whatever level it took, meaning hundreds or
thousands, it is a direct step in the right direction. LOL.

Reply - Like - 1 - July 4 at 9:04pm

WIFSA
'

Methodist Federation for Social Action

ASARP is the right time; neonicotinoids are probably linked with colony collapses in the
winter since that pesticide's effects are believed to be cumulative: http://bit.ly/TAcl97

Reply - Like - 4 - Follow Post - July 2 at 9:14am
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Karelina Resnick - President at WREDI




The end of the year is a bit late - after they’ve killed bees all spring summer and fall.
Guess it’s better than nothing.

Reply - Like - 3 - Follow Post - July 2 at 12:16am
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Gillian Miller - Top Commenter

It takes a while for any decision to be properly implemented. This is actually a
fairly speedy response and is extremely praiseworthy

Reply - Like - 7 - July 2 at 6:38am
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Angela Chouinard - University of California, Santa Cruz

Gillian Miller 1 have to agree. It's a huge corporation with lots of suppliers. Given
the year is half over it's a pretty quick response. Also, how many ompanies are
resisting this kind of effort.

Reply - Like - 1 - July 2 at 12:03pm

Forrest Arnold - Sr. EE at Retired

PS: this is especially important since the plants were being sold as "bee friendly"

Reply - Like - 2 - Follow Post - July 6 at 10:21pm

Forrest Arnold - Sr. EE at Retired

Thanks. Had not heard that Home Depot had heard our cries for justice, and will take
action. It is a small, but important step. As people become aware of neonics, they will
google it, and get educated on the facts. Bees are the miner's canary for the environmental



damage that is being done by all persistent pesticide usage. Next stage, ask for organic
labeled plants at big box stores,,, every time.

eply - Like - 1 - Follow Post - July 6 at 10:19pm
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Batya Bauman - Follow - Top Commenter - Hope High School, Rhode Island

Too little, too late.

eply - Like - 1 - Follow Post - July 2 at 11:00am
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Sandy Rowley - Follow - Top Commenter - Art Director at The Webby Awards - 172
followers

JOIN SWARM this August 16th 2014 in a city near you!
https://www.facebook.com/events/322044251304480/322645934577645/

Reply - Like - Follow Post - July 27 at 3:18pm

Susan T Rudnicki - Educational Outreach Representative at Backwards Beekeepers

Leaving out mentioning the heavily-lab-selected genetics used in the commercial
honeybee strains is leaving out a major part of the story here. European Honeybees have
almost NO resistance to varroa mite and its vectored diseases. Africanized strains DO
have this resistance. From a letter to Melody Myer's "Organic Matters" blog---

As a backyard beekeeper, in Los Angeles and a

rescuer/re-homer of feral bees found in conflict with humans in the
urban environment, and a mentor to new beeks for using ONLY feral,
genetically diverse bees, | can tell you the media is doing a mostly
terrible job of reporting on CCD and pollinators in general.

First, many of the beekeepers of migratory operations (the ones



trucking bees hundreds of miles from state to state) are at fault for
the poor vigor of the bees they keep. What is not being ex... See More

Reply - Like - Follow Post - July 2 at 12:37pm
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Lisa Reitz Pincoski - Mesick Consolidated High School

This is exactly why | save seeds and grow my own plants.

Reply - Like - Follow Post - July 14 at 9:18am
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Gail Amalf - Port Saint Lucie, Florida

The world id bigger than Ontario or Canada. In the USA Bees pollinate 2/3 of our crops.
The world would never again enjoy a california almond without bees to pollinate the
crops. The usa is being hit uniformly and harshly.

Reply - Like - Follow Post - July 7 at 8:19pm
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loana Datcu - Top Commenter - Liceul Gheorghe Lazar, Bucharest, Romania

There are NO honey bees in Springfield, IL and its vicinity.

Reply - Like - Follow Post - Edited - July 1 at 11:27pm

Trish McCormick - Lakehead University

good news! thanks Home Depot!

Reply - Like - Follow Post - July 3 at 11:55am







