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Ontario beekeepers say bee loss
compensation misses the point

The Ontario government will provide financial help to beekeepers suffering

severe colony losses in 2014.

Beekeepers with more than 10 hives, who lose over 40 percent of their

colonies this year, are eligible for $105 in compensation per hive.

“We want to keep honey bee colonies strong going into the growing season

while we continue working with the industry to support long-term

sustainability for beekeepers and the health of all pollinators,” Ontario

premier and agriculture minister Kathleen Wynne said in a statement.

The compensation isn’t part of a long-term program. It applies only to bee

losses for 2014.

The Ontario Beekeepers’ Association appreciates the support but the

organization wasn’t asking for compensation for winter losses, said Tibor

Szabo, a beekeeper from Moffat, Ont.

“We’re happy that they’re at least throwing (us) a bone,” said Szabo, OBA

vice president. “But what we were asking for was compensation for the
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past two years of losses that are documented as pesticide losses.”

Insecticide-laden dust from corn planters killed thousands of bees at

dozens of apiaries in 2012 and 2013. The incidents prompted the OBA,

the Sierra Club and a number of organizations to lobby for a ban on

neonicotinoid seed treatments, which are applied to the majority of corn

and soybean seeds in Ontario.

Szabo said the provincial compensation is misdirected. Beekeepers have

control over winter losses but they have no control over pesticide kills.

“We’re not interested in compensation for traditional bee issues,” he said.

“Beekeepers are really good at keeping their bees healthy. That’s what they

do for a living.”

Szabo hasn’t checked all of his hives because it’s been a cool, late spring in

Ontario. He said his colony losses will likely be higher than 40 percent this

year.

“I’m going to definitely qualify for it (provincial compensation).”

The OBA also said, in a press release, that $105 per hive is inadequate.

“Actual costs, which include loss of income from reduced honey sales and

pollination services, additional production to make up for lost colonies and

the cost of replacing bees and comb containing pesticide residues, are

estimated by the OBA at $500 per hive.”
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Canola Diagnostic Tool

Markets at a glance

Symbol Month Open Chg %Chg Last

ICE
Canola Jul 0.00 -9.50 -2.03% 459.00s

ICE
Canola Nov 449.80 -9.50 -2.11% 439.90s

ICE
Wheat Jul 0.00 -5.00 -2.62% 186.00s

ICE
Durum Jul 0.00 unch unch 239.00s

ICE
Barley Jul 0.00 unch unch 125.00s

MGEX
Wheat Jul 628-6 +97-6 +15.27% 737-6s

KCBT
Wheat Jul 653-4 -21-2 -3.24% 634-2s

CBOT
Wheat Jul 536-6 -22-0 -4.10% 514-6s

CBOT
Corn Jul 400-4 -0-6 -0.19% 399-6s

CBOT
Oats Jul 0-0 -8-0 -2.24% 348-6s

CBOT
Soybeans Jul 1329-6 -34-0 -2.56% 1295-6s

Soybean
Meal Jul 440.3 -12.5 -2.88% 421.8s
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Soybean
Oil Jul 37.25 -0.68 -1.82% 36.71s

CME
Feeder
Cattle

Aug 210.275 -0.225 -0.11% 210.375s

CME Live
Cattle Aug 148.200 +0.975 +0.66% 149.125s

CME
Lean
Hogs

Jul 132.525 unch unch 132.800s

CME
Canadian
Dollar

Sep 0.93720 -0.00720 -0.77% 0.93010s

Futures data supplied by AgriCharts. Data comes
from ICE Futures Canada, Minneapolis Grain
Exchange, Kansas City Board of Trade, Chicago
Board of Trade and Chicago Mercantile Exchange.
Copying, dissemination or use of delayed pricing
data is prohibited without the express written
permission of the exchanges.
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