Entomologist Gwen Pearson wrote this accessible introduction to colony
collapse disorder in 2012, trying to clear up some of the confusion around
Bee Colony Collapse Disorder.
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It’s hard out there for a bee

Beepocalypse Is Actually Not New, If You Look At The History Of
Bee-Keeping

Table 1. Past years of large-scale colony losses

Year Location

1868 Kentucky, Tennessee
1872 Australia

1906 Isle of Wight

1910 Australia

1915 Portland, Oregon
1915 Florida to California
1917 United States

1917 New Jersey, Canada
1960's Louisiana, Texas
1960's Louisiana, Texas
1960°s Louisiana

1963-64 Louisiana

1964 Califomia

1970's Mexico

1970's Seattle, Washington
1974 Texas

1975 Australia

1977 Mexico

1978 Florida

1995-1996 Pennsylvania
1999-2000 France

2002 Alabama
2002-2003 Sweden, Germany, etc.

One other factor that entomologists know is that a Beepocalypse is actually not new,
if you look at the history of beekeeping.




Many of these historic collapses pre-date the introduction of pesticides or other
modern bee culture practices that are being blamed for bee losses today. The extent of
some of those historic losses are staggering—up to 90% colony collapse in some cases.

Hopefully, this gives you a sense of just how difficult and tangled the problem of
CCD is, and how very far we are from a simple linear cause —> effect relationship for
this problem. It IS hard out there for a bee. And it’s frustrating that when researchers
find a new potential contributor, it’s reported as “the cause” of CCD, even when the

scientists involve explicitly say it isn’t a cause.

We aren’t kidding. It is complicated.



