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Re: Council hesitant to enact pesticide ban (Mirror, July 5). 

The Canadian Cancer Society would like to thank the City of Campbell River for considering a 
bylaw that would prohibit the use of cosmetic or non-essential pesticides on public and private 
land. 

These pesticides are used to improve the appearance of various landscapes such as lawns, gardens, 
parks, and sports fields. 

The Canadian Cancer Society maintains that health should take precedence over the beautification 
of our lawns and gardens, especially since viable alternatives exist to chemical pesticides. 

Three weeks ago, the Ontario College of Family Physicians issued a statement strongly 
recommending that the public reduce their exposure to pesticides, based on the findings of their 
second comprehensive review. 

Their review demonstrates that children are particularly vulnerable and shows associations 
between pesticides and various neurological and respiratory diseases, and reproductive problems. 

While a definitive cause and effect relationship between pesticides and cancer has not been 
established, the Canadian Cancer Society is very concerned about the growing body of evidence 
suggesting pesticides may increase the risk of several types of cancers, including non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma, multiple myeloma, prostate, kidney and lung cancers. 

Studies on pesticides and childhood cancer also show a possible connection with leukemia, brain 
tumours and non-Hodgkin lymphoma. 

Enough is known to be prudent and prevent exposure, especially when the use of these chemicals 
is unnecessary, exposure to them is irreversible and there are effective alternatives and practices. 

There is strong public support for banning the cosmetic use of pesticides. Of the two public 
consultations that the BC Government conducted in 2010 and 2011, the vast majority of responses 
were in favour of prohibiting the use of pesticides used for cosmetic purposes. 

Furthermore, over 70 per cent of British Columbians support provincial legislation to restrict 
pesticide use, according to polling conducted on behalf of the Canadian Cancer Society in 2010; 
and we now have 40 communities in BC who have adopted local bylaws. 



We urge the City of Campbell River to move forward with a bylaw that would prohibit the use of 
cosmetic pesticides on public and private land as soon as possible. 

Through action, information and policies we can take steps to reduce the risk of cancer and 
promote health. To find out more and to join our cancer prevention efforts visit 
www.cancergameplan.ca or contact nfalconer@bc.cancer.ca 

Nancy Falconer 

Health Promotion Co-ordinator, Canadian Cancer Society, Vancouver Island Region 

(Editor’s note: Council voted against the ban) 

 

 

 

COMMENTS 

 

 

Nancy Falconer is a non-expert anti-pesticide lobbyist who is paid to concoct imaginary dangers for 
Canadian Cancer Society. 

 
Both Falconer and her organization would like to IMPOSE PROHIBITION against pest control products 
used in the Urban Landscape. 
 

Not surprisingly, neither Falconer, nor any of her co-conspirators, has ANY recognized background, 
training, or experience in matters concerning pest control products. 
 

Are we to believe that an assessment on pest control products from Falconer is somehow worth more 
than Health Canada ?!?! 
 
Falconer’s opinions are FLAWED, DISTORTED, VALUELESS and WORTHLESS. 

 
 
FALCONER IS WRONG ABOUT CANCER ! 

 
It is COMMON KNOWLEDGE that there are NO pest control products that are known or probable 
carcinogens. 

 
Environmental Protection Agency's ( EPA ) and Health Canada’s EXTENSIVE TOXICOLOGY DATABASES 
INDISPUTABLY PROVE that pest control products are SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE and DO NOT CAUSE 
CANCER !   

 
There is NOT ONE KNOWN CANCER DEATH from the proper use of pest control products used in the 
Urban Landscape. 

 
Health Canada, and NOT Canadian Cancer Society, has THE ESSENTIAL EXPERTISE on the subject of 
pest control products. 
 

Even Canadian Cancer Society’s own web-site states that scientific research does NOT provide a 
conclusive link between pesticides and human cancer. 



 
CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY  -  NO DIRECT PROOF PESTICIDES CAUSE CANCER ( Web-

Page ) 
 

http://wp.me/P1jq40-4qC 
 

Pest control products are SCIENTIFICALLY SAFE, and NO HARM WILL OCCUR when they are used 
according to label directions. 
 

THE MYTH OF CANCER ( Web-Page ) 
 

http://wp.me/P1jq40-2nl 

 
 
FALCONER IS WRONG ABOUT GREEN ALTERNATIVES ! 
 

It is IMPOSSIBLE for home-owners or professionals to keep their properties beautiful by using so-called 
GREEN ALTERNATIVE PESTICIDES.   
 

In many cases, Green Alternative Pesticides are questionably HIGHER IN TOXICITY, and pose HIGHER 
ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS.   
 

GREEN ALTERNATIVES  ...  BOGUS & DISMAL FAILURES ( Web-Page ) 

 
http://wp.me/P1jq40-24g 

 

 
FALCONER IS WRONG ABOUT PUBLIC SUPPORT ! 
 
The public DOES NOT WANT PESTICIDE BANS. 

 
A recent POLL conducted by Canadian Consumer Specialty Products Association ( CCSPA ) showed that 
the VAST MAJORITY of residents in British Columbia are OPPOSED to the PROHIBITION of conventional 

pest control products, and they actually FAVOUR the continued use of these products around their homes 
and in public green spaces.  
 

According to another recent Ontario poll, MORE THAN HALF of Ontario residents believe that the 
provincial government DID NOT DO THE RIGHT THING by implementing Anti-Pesticide PROHIBITION. 
 
Ontario residents WOULD RATHER HAVE THE BAN SCRAPPED OR MODIFIED. 

 
THE PUBLIC DOES NOT WANT PESTICIDE BANS ( Web-Page ) 
 

http://wp.me/P1jq40-2bo 
 
 
FALCONER IS WRONG ABOUT OTHER JURISDICTIONS ! 

 
In order to somehow validate their position, Anti-Pesticide Activists like Falconer PROCLAIM that other 
jurisdictions, especially in Eastern Canada, have imposed some form of PROHIBITION against the use of 

pest control products in the Urban Landscape. 
 
What they DO NOT TELL THE PUBLIC is  ... 



 
●   The Anti-Pesticide PROHIBITIONS in Eastern Canada are CONTRIBUTING TO GREAT CONFUSION, 

and are leading to MAJOR PROBLEMS with compliance and enforcement. 
 
●   The BASIS FOR ACTION taken in Eastern Canada was CONFUSING and INCONSISTENT. 
 

●   PESTICIDE BANS ARE A FARCE.  Residents are obtaining products either from other provinces, or 
mostly from across the border in the United States.  It is NOT illegal to own or possess these products, 
only to apply them.  The mis-use of products remains  ―  thanks to PROHIBITION.  No jurisdiction in 

Eastern Canada has EVER enforced PROHIBITION by going after residents.    
 

PESTICIDE BANS ARE A FARCE -- KILLEX FOR SALE TO EVERYONE ( Report ) 

 
http://wp.me/p1jq40-4mS 

 
●  Recently, the Government of Quebec was UNABLE TO VALIDATE its Anti-Pesticide PROHIBITION, and 

was HUMILIATED into making a STATEMENT saying that pest control products like 2,4-D DO NOT POSE 
AN UNACCEPTABLE RISK to human health or the environment. 
 

DOW DEFEATS BAN -- NAFTA ( Report ) 
 

http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Force-Of-Nature-VICTORY-
AGAINST-TERRORISTS-Quebec-2011-05-26-Dow-Defeats-Ban-NAFTA-pdf-300-dpi.pdf 

 
●   Recently, the Government of Alberta announced that it WILL NOT CREATE RESTRICTIONS OR LAWS 
THAT CONFLICT WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, that is relied upon for health and safety 

assessments. 
 

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA  -  CONSPIRACY TO PROHIBIT PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS IN THE 
URBAN LANDSCAPE ( Web-Page ) 

 
http://wp.me/P1jq40-2vo 

 

●   Recently, British Columbia’s Special Committee on Cosmetic Pesticides announced that it WILL NOT 
RECOMMEND PROHIBITION against pest control products used in the Urban Landscape.   
 

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA  -  SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON COSMETIC PESTICIDES ( Web-
Page ) 
 

http://wp.me/P1jq40-2c2 

 
 
WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G 

 
 
For a copy of the LONG VERSION of this Letter to the Editor, go to the following link  ... 
 

http://pesticidetruths.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/Force-Of-Nature-Letter-to-the-Editor-2012-
07-17-Falconer-CCS-Cancer-OCFP-Alternatives-Support-RESPONSE-LONG-VERSION-pdf.pdf 

 

 
NORAHG is the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to harm the Green space 
industry. 



 
NORAHG is a NATIONAL NON PROFIT NON PARTISAN organization that does not accept money from 

corporations or governments or trade associations, and represents NO VESTED INTERESTS 
WHATSOEVER. 
 

THE PESTICIDE TRUTHS WEB-SITE 

 
http://pesticidetruths.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 


