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Cancer society, other health and
environmental groups, turn up
heat on government

The image on the movie poster is
striking: a baby sits serenely in a
grassy yard, in front of a sign
warning that pesticides had
recently been applied to the lawn.

Evidence that pesticides and
herbicides used for cosmetic
purposes can and are having an
effect on human health is
presented in the documentary A
Chemical Reaction, which shows at
the University of Victoria on
Thursday (Jan. 21, 7 p.m.).

For people promoting a ban of such
chemicals for cosmetic uses, the
screening of the film here is perfect
timing.

“The movie is really a way to create
awareness, and to also inspire
communities to get in touch with
the provincial government and let
them know they support the ban,”
said Nancy Falconer, the Canadian
Cancer Society’s community action
co-ordinator for Vancouver Island.

In conjunction with the showing of
the film in B.C., the society last
week reiterated its call for the ban,
as part of a coalition of 18
organizations that includes the
Canadian Association of Physicians
for the Environment, West Coast
Environmental Law and the Sierra
Club of B.C.

While municipalities are able to
pass bylaws limiting or banning the
use of pesticides for cosmetic uses,
banning their sale for such
purposes falls to the provincial
Ministry of Environment.

Therein lies the crux of the Cancer
Society’s campaign. It is directing
people to its website
(www.cancer.ca/bc/advocate),
where one can show general
support for a ban on the use and
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Jack Falconer, 4, poses on a lawn in a promotion for the Canadian Cancer Society's

pesticide-free awareness program.
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OTHERS ALSO READ...
Oak Bay News
m  Pesticides not for the birds
= Pesticide control will have to wait
m  Pesticide bylaw watched from Oak Bay
®  Use simple names for pesticides: councillor
m  Police seek public's help after incident involving man, young girl

Vancouver Island South

= Victoria MLA drafts bill to ban pesticides

= Saanich plans pesticide use rules

®  Pesticide bylaw approved, restrictions coming in May

sale of cosmetic pesticides in B.C. with an e-mail to Environment Minister Barry Penner.

The province’s online consultation process, which ends Feb. 15, is more detailed.
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As well as providing information about the current state of pesticide use in B.C., the online discussion
paper (go to www.gov.bc.ca/env and click on integrated pest management) outlines what other provinces

have done to regulate their use.

The public can then answer up to 20 open-ended questions about potential regulation of the sale and use

of pesticides.

In a 2008 Ipsos-Reid survey done for the Cancer Society, three-quarters of respondents supported the
idea of provincial legislation to restrict pesticide use, based on concerns over health risks.

Oak Bay Coun. Tara Ney, who has spearheaded efforts to create a pesticide-use bylaw in her

municipality, said people in her community are of the same mindset.

“The research is there, the public has been consulted. It's clear people want to be protected from these

chemicals,” she said.

Oak Bay council has chosen to watch how S; anlch deals W|th the issue before taklng steps ona ban
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the matter has yet to return to the Oak Bay council table.

“I just feel we've been lagging on this,” Ney said. “Maybe as a municipality we could piggyback on the
interest in the movie and what the province is attempting to do.”

Residents in Oak Bay and elsewhere in the region — three municipalities have created total or partial bans
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on the cosmetic use of pesticides — understand there are alternatives to toxic chemicals for pest and
weed control, she said.

NDP MLA Rob Fleming (Victoria-Swan Lake), who introduced a private member’s bill in the legislature in
November that would ban the cosmetic use of pesticides, agreed.

“The alternatives already exist,” he said. “There are environmentally benign products out there. (But) this
thing is consumer-driven.”

editor@oakbaynews.com
Pesticide panel

« Maine-based landscaper and journalist Paul Tukey, producer of A Chemical Reaction, will be on hand
for a panel discussion after the movie.

« Showtime at the University of Victoria’s David Lam Auditorium is 7 p.m. Thursday (Jan. 21).
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- Villages Victoria © 1 week ago

Great article and "A Chemical Reaction" is a very inspiring documentary, | saw it tonight at UVic.
Anyone who cares about their own health and of their family and pets should be concerned about
being unnecessarily exposed to cancer causing chemicals - pesticides kill dandelions don't!
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TTV_Victoria 1 week ago

~ From twitter via BackType
RE: @PaperBoy13 Great article and "A Chemical Reaction" is a very inspiring documentary, | saw it
tonight at UVic. Any... http://disg.us/9e80j

ChemReact 1 week ago

 From twitter via BackType
Thanks, BC, for the AMAZING response! Here's an article from OakBayNews.com http:/ow.ly/YIm2

AshleyDuyker 1 week ago
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http://www.bclocalnews.com/vancouver_island_south/oakbaynews/news/81998407.html
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Recent Comments on Oak Bay News

jnewcomb Have a heart - do the math and if we can help more Haitians by investing
in support and infrastructure in Haiti, versus admitting a few hundred thousand more Haitians to
Canada - we should NOT...

Oak Bay News - EDITORIAL: Haitians should be welcomed - 2 days ago

rob420 So, the streets of Oak Bay are safe for another day. but for how long? Who
knows how many other young, misguided teens are roaming our streets with these "drugbongs" and
knives. | know if i ever...

Oak Bay News - Boys, 15, hand over drug bong, knife to police - 5 days ago

Most Read Stories This week | Last week

TN e | g b ] P

http://www.bclocal news.com/vancouver_isdand south/oakbaynews/news/81998407.ht... 30/01/2010



Oak Bay News - Pesticide ban proponents seek public reaction

Oak Bay News ¢ Jan-19-2010
Brotherstons Not Guilty in Murder Trial Victoria
News ¢ Jan-29-2010

Storm blamed for local man’s death Gulf
Islands Driftwood « Jan-20-2010

Saanich’s unsolved murders Saanich News «
Jan-28-2010
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UPDATE: Abbotsford murder victim faced drug
charges i Abbotsford News ¢ Jan-21-2010
Alleged UN gang members arrested in
Abbotsford, kids taken away Abbotsford News «
Jan-28-2010

Tyler Dziwak remembered by family, friends i
Abbotsford News « Jan-25-2010

Update: Officer sent to hospital and three
cruisers damaged after confrontation between
RCMP and party-goers in Prince Rupert The
Northern View « Jan-18-2010

Tyler Dziwak busted for drugs a week before
stabbing i Abbotsford News ¢ Jan-27-2010
Fire destroys 108 Mile Resort, Golf and
Conference Centre 100 Mile House Free

Press « Jan-25-2010

Abbotsford suspects arrested hauling flat
screen TV out of bushes Abbotsford News «
Jan-24-2010

10-screen movie complex coming to New
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Sylvia Five people died and the chief thinks they did a good job and don't need to
change??? Can he be serious??? Five people died on his watch and he's happy with that result. My
true comment about that...

Oak Bay News - Domestic unit won't change department’s tactics: chief - 1 week ago

Villages Victoria Great article and "A Chemical Reaction” is a very inspiring
documentary, | saw it tonight at UVic. Anyone who cares about their own health and of their family and
pets should be concerned about...

Oak Bay News - Pesticide ban proponents seek public reaction - 1 week ago

jnewcomb But we now have NO voice in whether or not to double parks taxes! How
many other taxes will be significantly increasing in the next little while? Anybody on a fixed income who
can't afford a...

Oak Bay News - CRD doubles parks taxes but public will have say in how money spent - 1 week ago

Westminster New Westminster News Leader «
Jan-27-2010

True owners do not destroy place of occupancy
Williams Lake Tribune « Jan-26-2010
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