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City returns to pesticide use on streets

by Martha Wickett - Salmon Arm Observer
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Nonselective Foliar Systemic Herbicide for Weed Contro/

Active Ingredient. r-
*Glyphosate: N-{phosphonomethyl) glycine . ... ... ._....365% &ﬁwﬁ‘
Other Ingredients: 615% @
Total: 100.0%

*Contains 500 grams per liter or 4.17 pounds per ULS. gallon of glyphosate acid.
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN.
CAUTION

See additional precautionary statements and
directions for use inside booklet.
EPA Reg. No. T00-1165

EPA Est. 100-LA-00T

5CP 1169A-L18 0505

2.5 gallons

Net Contents

syngenta

Touchdown Total Herbicide will be used on hard surfaces in Salmon Arm.
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It's been five years, but the exemption is about to be used.

The city’s bylaw to regulate the cosmetic use of pesticides was enacted in 2009 and
amended in 2011.

It contains several exemptions, one that states: “This bylaw shall not apply in respect of
the application of pesticides to prevent the deterioration of hard landscapes after
alternatives have been utilized without success.”

That time has come, says Rob Niewenhuizen.

Niewenhuizen, the city’s director of engineering and public works, told city council
Monday, Nov. 21 at its annual budget meeting that alternative methods are not working.

Coun. Alan Harrison had pointed out that the city is having trouble with vegetation
growing between sidewalks and curbs.

“It seems like every year we’re going to spend more money on it. What do we do to be
more efficient?”

Niewenhuizen proposed a $10,000 increase in the budget to do a one-time pesticide
application. It would be used on some of the islands on the Trans-Canada Highway and
some sidewalks, likely starting downtown.

He said two students were pulling weeds, which was successful — but the weeds
prevailed and are wrecking the hard surfaces.

“Itis too labour-intensive. It's getting to the point now that weeds and weed seeds are
so prevalent we can’t keep up with it,” Niewenhausen said.

Staff will use Touchdown Total Herbicide, a water soluble herbicide containing 36.9 per
cent glyphosate.

Drafting the pesticide bylaw was a long process for the city.

Some residents began requesting a bylaw years earlier, with a group of physicians
lobbying council in 2007. At that time they warned council of the detrimental health
effects of pesticides, including glyphosate, particularly on children.



