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It’s been five years, but the exemption is about
to be used.

The city’s bylaw to regulate the cosmetic use of
pesticides was enacted in 2009 and amended in
2011.

It contains several exemptions, one that states:
“This bylaw shall not apply in respect of the
application of pesticides to prevent the
deterioration of hard landscapes a�er
alternatives have been utilized without
success.”

That time has come, says Rob Niewenhuizen.

Niewenhuizen, the city’s director of engineering
and public works, told city council Monday,
Nov. 21 at its annual budget meeting that
alternative methods are not working.

Coun. Alan Harrison had pointed out that the
city is having trouble with vegetation growing between sidewalks and curbs.

“It seems like every year we’re going to spend more money on it. What do we do to be more
e띾icient?”

Niewenhuizen proposed a $10,000 increase in the budget to do a one-time pesticide application. It
would be used on some of the islands on the Trans-Canada Highway and some sidewalks, likely
starting downtown.

He said two students were pulling weeds, which was successful – but the weeds prevailed and are
wrecking the hard surfaces.

“It is too labour-intensive. It’s getting to the point now that weeds and weed seeds are so prevalent
we can’t keep up with it,” Niewenhausen said.

City returns to pesticide use on streets
91Like

Touchdown Total Herbicide will be used on hard surfaces
in Salmon Arm. — Image Credit: Web Photo
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Sta띾 will use Touchdown Total Herbicide, a water soluble herbicide containing 36.9 per cent
glyphosate.

Dra�ing the pesticide bylaw was a long process for the city.

Some residents began requesting a bylaw years earlier, with a group of physicians lobbying council
in 2007. At that time they warned council of the detrimental health e띾ects of pesticides, including
glyphosate, particularly on children.

 

 

 

Communities

in Bloom

 

The blooms have wilted.

At its budget deliberation day on Monday, council decided to bow out of the Communities in Bloom
program.

The program, which works to “enhance green spaces in communities,” recognized the work of city
sta띾 and gave Salmon Arm the top provincial ‘five bloom’ award two years in a row. However, the
city can’t compete again provincially and would have to move to the national level – at a cost of
$11,000.

The majority of council agreed the money could be better spent at this time, given that the price tag
includes a fee, and airfare and accommodation for judges.

While council expressed appreciation for all the beautiful flowers, sta띾 assured the same work would
be done downtown without the contest.

Couns. Ken Jamieson and Chad Eliason were alone in voting against eliminating the program
budget. Eliason suggested $5,500, stating the funds show council appreciates the work sta띾 has
done to achieve the awards.

Recreation

Salmon Arm will be celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday in style.

Council topped up the Canada 150 budget by $10,000, providing $15,000 for a large interactive map
of Canada for the art gallery, as well as $30,000 for a picnic, fireworks and other celebrations in July
2017.

The idea of a bike skills park was tossed around during budget deliberations.

Coun. Chad Eliason suggested $10,000 be put in reserve towards a future park, perhaps temporarily
in Blackburn Park where there is fill galore. Council agreed it would take pressure o띾 the skate park,
but no decisions were made.

 

We encourage an open exchange of ideas on this story's topic, but we ask you to follow our
guidelines for respecting community standards. Personal attacks, inappropriate language, and o띾-
topic comments may be removed, and comment privileges revoked, per our Terms of Use. Please
see our FAQ if you have questions or concerns about using Facebook to comment.
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Norah G Fon ·
THE FAILURE OF PROHIBITION IN SALMON ARM, BRITISH COLUMBIA ! 

On November 21st, 2016, Salmon Arm’s government officials admitted that Green
Alternative Pesticides & Practices DO NOT WORK after years of FAILURES – all
because of a fanatical­prohibition that was recklessly imposed on February 23rd, 2009 !
Students were exploited for manual weed picking, which involved work that was back­
breaking & labour­intensive, just like cotton­pickers. Manual weed picking was HUGELY
UNSUCCESSFUL – the weeds prevailed and have now wrecked Salmon Arm’s surface
infra­structures. This comes as NO surprise to observers who have repeatedly warned
that it is IMPOSSIBLE for home­owners or maintenance professionals to keep their
properties weed­free, safe, and beautiful by using practices like weed­pulling.

A well­maintained conventional lawn and landscape can ONLY be achieved with
conventional pest control products and fertilizers. These products are absolutely
necessary. Fortunately, conventional pest control products are safe, effective,
economical, and low­risk. 

Salmon Arm’s prohibition has resulted in catastrophic carnage that has inflicted
garbage dump green spaces and stunningly exorbitant costs. Prohibitions in Salmon
Arm, and everywhere else, have destroyed public and residential green spaces by
turning them into garbage dumps. Here is a summary of garbage dump green spaces
destroyed by #@!!% prohibition carnage ... • children at high risk of tripping and
becoming seriously hurt • dandelions the dominant ground cover • dead mature street
trees • hazardous slipping conditions in sports turf • invasive noxious weeds like
Japanese Knotweed and Giant Hogweed • lawns decimated by insects like white grubs
• lawns in entire neighborhoods ruined by pests • parks infested with weeds • rose
plantations dying and removed. This is the #@!!% prohibition carnage that can be
expected in any community that recklessly and arbitrarily imposed prohibition. NO ONE
WANTS TO LIVE IN SALMON ARM’S #@!!% DANGEROUS AND PEST­INFESTED
URBAN LANDSCAPES THAT LOOK LIKE GARBAGE DUMPS ! 

Observers have NO objection to the personal choice of life­style of manual weed
picking, which, in this case, is a clear preference to live in an environment that looks like
a garbage dump. However, observers DO object to this choice being imposed on the
majority of the community that DOES NOT want to live in this manner. The reckless and
arbitrary imposition of Salmon Arm’s fanatical­prohibition was not in the best interest of
health and environment. It is a recognized fact that prohibition is unnecessary since
pest control products are Health­Canada­approved, federally­legal, scientifically­safe,
practically­non­toxic, and will cause NO harm. SALMON ARM’S FANATICAL­
PROHIBITION MADE OUR GREEN SPACES LOOK SO #@!!% DANGEROUS AND
UGLY ! 

Manual Weed Picking Is Cotton­Picking Work ­­ WEB­PAGE 

http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/manual­weed­picking/

Salmon Arm, BC ­­ Other Methods Tried Unsuccessfully ­­ Green Alternative Failures ­­
REPORT 

http://pesticidetruths.com/.../other­methods­tried.../

Lawn Care Businesses STRIKE BACK Against Prohibition In Salmon Arm, BC ­­ The
Full Library Of ALL Letters To The Editor, Reports, & Cards ­­ WEB­PAGE 

http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/salmon­arm­british­columbia/

We are the National Organization Responding Against HUJE that conspire to destroy
the Green space and other industries ( NORAHG ). We Dare To Defy The Pesticide­
Hating Fanatics By Exploring The Whole Truth From An Independent Perspective On
The Pesticide Truths Web­Site ... http://pesticidetruths.com/ WILLIAM H GATHERCOLE
AND NORAH G
Like · Reply · 7 mins
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Feds tighten pesticide control rules (January 20, 2016)

Pesticide chemical found in animals along eastern coast:
government study (September 29, 2016)

Turkish city streets are calm after emergency declaration (July
22, 2016)

Residents say al-Qaida has returned to southern Yemen cities
(June 23, 2016)

Game on: Toronto city council lifts ban on street hockey on city
roads (July 15, 2016)

Lululemon beats Street 3Q forecasts (December 07, 2016)

Salty street festival (May 04, 2016)

Sarnia mayor invites 1,500 American 'invaders' to return to city
as tourists (August 24, 2016)

Related Stories

Interior highways are a mess Icy road conditions persist Some of the coziest places to
visit in Canada are here

LETTER: Sincere thanks to
Nelson police, fire department
and Fortis

RCMP seek missing Vernon
man

Watermelon seed grows into
viral pregnancy video

Vernon man killed working on
vehicle

Police seek public's assistance
to locate missing man
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