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Port Moody wants to find ways to battle the chafer beetle, but they won't renege on pesticide ban. —Image
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They're a tiny little bug that has caused a lot of damage but Port Moody isn't willing to budge on
its pesticide ban to curb the spread of the chafer beetle.

At Tuesday's council meeting, Mayor Mike Clay, who said his own lawn has been torn up by the
voracious critters —and the raccoons and crows that like to feed on them — provided a report
with a recommendation that staff report back with options for minimizing the chafer beetle
infestation, including pesticide bylaw exemptions.

"It concerned me that the pesticide bylaw prevents the use of two pesticides that have been
shown to actually work," Clay said, noting it is important to deal with the matter quickly, before
the beetle gestation period begins in April.

Clay's report notes that a large number of private and public grassed areas have been ripped up
by the chafer beetle, most of which now require a complete sod removal, beetle treatment and
replanting or sodding.

"The damage in landscape value in the city has been estimated to be several hundred thousand
dollars,” it adds.

But several councillors weren't keen on the idea of going back on the pesticide ban.

"This is a huge step backwards," said Coun. Meghan Lahti. "We're not being very progressive if
the first step we go to is pesticides.”

Coun. Zoe Royer called the chafer beetle an "epidemic in our community" and suggested there
should be more information about the option of using nematodes as a natural remedy.

Council passed a motion to have staff prepare information on natural alternatives to combat the
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chafer beetle, and to develop a public education program to help residents deal with the pest S
without pesticides. '

Coun. Diana Dilworth voted against the motion, saying she would have liked to at least see an W
analysis of the pesticides and how effective they are in comparison with nematodes.

spayne@tricitynews.com

@spayneTC

We encourage an open exchange of ideas on this story's topic, but we ask you to follow our
guidelines for respecting community standards. Personal attacks, inappropriate language, and
off-topic comments may be removed, and comment privileges revoked, per our Terms of Use.
Please see our FAQ if you have questions or concerns about using Facebook to comment.
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NORAHG RESPONDS AGAINST NEMATODE INSECTICIDES — THEY DO NOT WORK !

With reckless and arbitrary pesticide bans, green spaces invariably become PEST-INFESTED
DANGEROUS GARBAGE DUMPS. http://wp.me/P1jg40-44g http://wp.me/P1jq40-4z3 http://wp.me
/p1jg40-7C4 Residents of Port Moody had better get used to living with GARBAGE DUMP GREEN
SPACE, since it is IMPOSSIBLE to adequately control damaging pests, like European Chafer,
without the use of conventional insect control products. Recommending entomo-pathogenic
nematode insecticides for controlling damaging insects of turf is mis-guided and wrong ! It would be
better to do nothing rather than use nematodes. Entomo-pathogenic nematode insecticides are not
viable, efficacious, practical, or economical green alternatives to replace conventional insect control
products. Entomo-pathogenic nematode insecticides cannot be consistently considered as true
alternatives to conventional insecticides, since the insect pests are often only suppressed, and not
controlled. Laboratory and field tests tend to indicate that the best nematode species are only
marginally effective in controlling insect infestations. On the other hand, conventional pest control
products fully and effectively control insect pests. In fact, conventional insect control products, such
as Merit ( imidacloprid ), are deemed safer than entomo-pathogenic nematode insecticides. NO
ONE WANTS THIS #@!'% NONSENSE ! For more information about nematode insecticides, go to
the reports at the following Pesticide Truths Web-Page ... http://wp.me/P1jg40-5ai We are the
National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to destroy the Green space and other
industries ( NORAH G ). We are dedicated to reporting PESTICIDE FREE FAILURES, as well as
the work of RESPECTED and HIGHLY RATED EXPERTS who promote ENVIRONMENTAL
REALISM and PESTICIDE TRUTHS. Get the latest details at http://pesticidetruths.com/ http://
pesticidetruths.com/toc/ http://wp.me/P1jq40-2rr https://www.facebook.com/norah.gfon WILLIAM H
GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G
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