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But the legislation, sponsored by Sen. Catherine Young, R-Olean, and Assembly Agriculture
Committee Chairman Bill Magee, D-Nelson, would give only the state Department of Agriculture and
Markets -- a farm-focused agency -- the authority to regulate fertilizers.

Farmers throughout the state have railed against the growing number of local laws banning fertilizer
use, and the New York Farm Bureau lobbied heavily against the DEC regulation.

“There is clear evidence that connects fertilizers with declining water quality,” said Chris Navitsky,
Waterkeeper for the Fund for Lake George.

But the proposed legislation cites multiple studies while countering assertions like Navitsky’s.

Some academic studies have found that the thicker, healthier grass caused by fertilizer use actually
hinders aquatic nutrient loading.

Dr. Carl Rosen is head of the University of Minnesota’s Department of Soil, Water and Climate. He's
spent years studying Minnesota’s soils. Rosen’s work concludes that house-ringed lakes tend to
fare better when lawns are healthy.

“What we found is that if you don’t fertilize at all, your lawn becomes very thin. You get a lot of
sediment that comes off,” Rosen said on Wednesday. “The best treatment for runoff is to have a
healthy lawn.”

Rosen’s work, and that of some of his academic peers, concludes that inorganic phosphorus tends
to bind to soils, and only runs off into nearby water bodies during erosion events, which are
generally caused by a lack of vegetation.

But Rosen also added that many soils are already phosphorus-heavy and adding more in fertilizers
aren’t often required.

“But you'’re going to need to add phosphorus if your soil levels are low,” he said, adding that regular
soil testing is the best way to assess the need for phosphorus additives in a given area.

The Fund for Lake George last week began lobbying the Lake George Park Commission for a basin

-wide ban on lakeside fertilizer use.

Tags Fertilizer, Fund For Lake George, Soil, Department Of Environmental Conservation, Lake George,
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