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Florida eyes statewide fertilizer pre-emption law
22 Mar, 2011
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TALLAHASSEE, FL — If a bill now moving through the state legislature here is passed, local governments would no longer be able to make their own laws regarding fertilizer use. Sen. Greg 

Evers who met with the Senate Agriculture Committee here March 21 is championing the bill.

Evers, the owner of a farm supply store, said his measure, if passed, would end a number of patchwork regulations that hurt business and retailers. His measure would require counties with 

polluted water bodies to adopt a model ordinance developed by a state task force two years ago.

Pinellas and Sarasota Counties, on Florida’s Gulf Coast, have adopted ordinances banning nitrogen or phosphorus fertilizer during the summer rainy season, the time when Florida’s warm-

season grasses are growing most vigorously. County officials have blamed the runoff of lawn fertilizers as one of the sources of nutrient loading resulting in algae growth in the Gulf and other 

waterways.

Local and county officials, along with several environmental groups, spoke against the Bill before the Agriculture Committee. More than 47 cities and counties in Florida are covered by fertilizer 

ordinances stricter than the proposed model ordinance.
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