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David Suzuki said he is convinced the Harper government is building prisons to house people convicted of eco-activism 
charges. 

OTTAWA — CBC used taxpayers' money to gain access to a movie premier for a film they co-produced and owned the 

rights to, documents show.

According to documents obtained by QMI Agency under access to information laws, CBC was the exclusive media sponsor 

for the David Suzuki Foundation's Live Your Legacy gala in September 2010. The gala, which coincided with the Toronto 

International Film Festival, was used to launch a movie about Suzuki's life called Force of Nature and to mark 20 years of 

the Suzuki Foundation.

"As a partner in David's career, we would like to ask that CBC participate in this celebration by purchasing a table 

sponsorship at the event," an e-mail from the foundation to CBC reads.

The offer presented to CBC required an investment ranging from $10,000 for two tickets to $100,000 to sponsor the head 

table. CBC refused to release the amount they paid to the foundation but the contract shows they purchased a table of 10 

plus two single tickets.

The agreement, costing taxpayers somewhere between the quoted prices of $35,000 and $110,000, also called for Suzuki 

to be granted interviews on CBC shows to profile his life and his film. The offer presented asked for appearances on the 

radio program Q and TV's The National and the now-defunct show The Hour with George Stroumboulopoulos.

This is not the first contract uncovered that included access to CBC news programs. A contract uncovered last month 

showed that Parks Canada paid CBC to take exclusive broadcast rights for a story about the search for ships lost in the 

Franklin expedition. That deal called for a documentary on The National and nightly news segments.
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