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Should unions or charities be able to spend millions of dollars on political campaigns?

Right now there’s a fight over whether those unions and charities should be forced to be open and accountable to the 

public about such spending. Unions spend millions of dollars collected from the dues of their members to engage in 

political lobbying. Quite often those unions tell their members little about this spending.

A little while ago, I received a call from Jim, a boilermaker in Edmonton, upset over his union local spending tens of

thousands on a campaign to save the gun registry. Many of the members, he told me, were hunters and gun owners and 

wanted the gun registry scrapped.

Not the union bosses, who are often on a different page than their members. Jim wouldn’t have found out about this 

spending except the union was bragging about supporting the initiative.

Many times unions engage in political campaigns, and always on one side, the left, and their members have no say.

Bill C-377 from Conservative MP Russ Heibert would require unions to tell their members and the public how they spend 

that tax-deductible dues money, including detailing what is spent on political issues.

Given the special tax status afforded to union dues, this only seems fair, but the union bosses hate this idea — they want to 

be able to operate without any scrutiny. They want to make sure this crazy idea of openness doesn’t lead to more upset 

members like Jim.

Essentially, they are saying give us special treatment so that the taxpayers can pay for our politics.

That’s close to the same message coming from the David Suzuki Foundation.
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Suzuki has been an activist for years and yet the foundation in his name has charitable status. I have no problem with his 

activism, but but why should he get special treatment?

Right now there is a bit of an inquiry into the foreign funding of Canadian charities like Suzuki’s and he ain’t happy about 

it.

Maybe he’s worried Canadians won’t like him taking millions of dollars over the last few years from foreign sources to 

fight for Canadian issues.

The same man who was fundraising last Christmas by scaring children that the North Pole was melting, and that Santa 

would be homeless, is now calling for senators to have a “rational discussion of issues.”

Like the union bosses, Suzuki wants to avoid scrutiny.

But if there is one thing our charitable sector could use more of it is scrutiny.

There is a charity in Vancouver called Tides Canada Foundation that is a branch plant operation of Tides Foundation USA.

Both act as clearing houses for funding left-wing political causes. If that’s what they want to do, great, but why should they 

get special treatment.

According to its own website and those of its partner’s, Tides Canada collects money and hands out tax receipts for groups 

that are not even charities.

Openmedia.ca, an online advocacy group, tells donors if they want a tax receipt to fund the political website, then 

donations should go through Tides Canada.

On the website of Tides they list several funds you can donate to including a fund for PETA, People for the Ethical 

Treatment of Animals.

Does it seem right that they issue tax receipts for activists who throw paint on fur coats or produce posters comparing 

meat eaters to Nazis as they recently did?

Judging by what I can see, we need more openness and accountability from our unions and “charities” — not less.
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