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Senator defends Harper Tories' attack on the charitable sector, as green leaders deconstruct 
it 

After being denounced as "anti-Canadian" and hypothetically willing to 

accept money from the Taliban, Canadian nonprofits like the David Suzuki 

Foundation and Tides Canada are hitting back at Senate critics.

In an interview with the Observer, Suzuki Foundation CEO Peter Robinson 

described the comments made on Tuesday by Conservative senators as 

“absurd”—a sentiment that has been echoed by other environmentalists and 

Opposition critics in Ottawa.

Martians, Taliban and Al Qaeda

The latest drama began with a controversial remark from Senator Percy 

Mockler, who called out a number of prominent Canadian environmental 

groups and charitable foundations.

"I want to bring to your attention some of the qualified bad, not to mention 

ugly, foundations, namely the David Suzuki Foundation, the Packard 

Foundation, the Mott Foundation, the Sierra Club Foundation, the Hewlett 

Foundation, the Ecojustice Canada Bullitt Foundation, the Gordon and Betty 

Moore Foundation and Tides Canada. Yes, honourable senators, there is also 

the Greenpeace International foundation," said Senator Mockler.

The discussion was part of an ongoing Senate inquiry into foreign funding of 

Canadian charities, which has Tory senators seeking legislation to limit 

foreign funds to charities opposing energy projects. On Tuesday, Senator 

Don Plett added fuel to the fire by questioning whether environmentalists 

might go as far as taking money from terrorist groups.

"Let me ask you this, honourable senators: If environmentalists are willing 

to accept money from Martians, where would they draw the line on where 

they receive money from? Would they take money from Al Qaeda, the 

Hamas or the Taliban?,” said Senator Plett.

His remarks were in reference to a recent statement by Dogwood Initiative 

spokesperson Eric Swanson, who reportedly said in a CTV interview: “If I 

got duffel bags of money delivered from Martians from outer space, I would 

still take that money to make sure that British Columbians, those most 

affected make the decision for themselves." 

A “silly statement”

Senator Plett defended his “Al Qaeda” comment in an interview with The 

Vancouver Observer on Wednesday, explaining that it was simply a 

response to what Swanson had said.
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Globe 2012 Conference
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in Ottawa
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A call to transition to a post-oil world
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Not planning to vote Conservative? The Tories still want to know all about 
you

POLITICS Emma Pullman

In the wake of the robo-call scandal, John Fryer penned a letter to major newspapers 

describing his experience attending at the Conservative-aligned Manning Centre for 

Democracy Campaign School.

British Columbians urged to pipe up about Enbridge Northern Gateway 
project

NEWS Jenny Uechi

British Columbians have a crucial opporutnity to speak up about the 

controversial Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline, says Victoria-based 

environmental group Dogwood Initiative.  "This is about...
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“Now, it's obviously a silly statement to say that somebody would accept 

money from Martians. But what this man basically said in my opinion is: I 

will accept money from anywhere and from anybody,” said Senator Plett.

“I'm not going to make any comment on where Dogwood Initiative takes its 

money from—Eric Swanson says he'll take it from Martians. You have to ask 

him, where are you getting all your money from? 

“Are you smoking pot and taking money from Martians?”

Swanson responded that the “Martian” statement was a “flippant remark”, 

which he says was provoked by criticism from Ethical Oil spokeswoman 

Kathryn Marshall.

“What I was attempting to do was point out the ridiculousness of Kathryn 

Marshall's assertion that our receiving American donations controlled our 

activities or behaviour -- that's not the case. Clearly, Martians don't 

exist...I’m not positing an actual scenario,” he said with a laugh.

“Dogwood Initiative is happy to receive money from foundations and 

institutions whose values we are aligned with, so long as there [are] no 

strings attached. Tides, for example, does amazing work. We're happy to 

receive support from them.”

According to Swanson, the government’s focus on charitable funding is an 

attempt to avoid what he sees as the real issue: mounting opposition to the 

Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline.
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A call to transition to a post-oil world

EARTH MATTERS Lee Brain

In order to tackle climate change, a transition to the post-oil world is 

crucial, says Lee Brain, an oil executive's son who opposes the 

Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline.

How to eat local forever: lessons on food security gathered from First 
Nations

EARTH MATTERS Carrie Saxifrage

The Enbridge oil pipeline would threaten the Aboriginal tradition of 

living off the land and eating local foods, say members of First Nations 

communities.

Naomi Klein and First Nations leaders unite at anti-pipeline forum

SUSTAINABILITY Alexis Stoymenoff

Naomi Klein joined activists and First Nations groups at the Rio 

Theatre for a public forum opposing BC tar sands projects.

Was Sun News' Margie Gillis hate-on a prelude for a Harper led Tea Party 
North?

POLITICS Jenny Uechi and Linda Solomon

The Sun News Network: Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s 

mouthpiece? If the attack on Canadian dance icon Margie Gillis is any 

indication, the answer appears to be "yes."

Harper's Canada: Fact sheets exploring Conservative government policy

POLITICS Alexis Stoymenoff

To help Canadians understand what's been going on in our federal government, here's your 

guide to our series of cheat sheets on today's Conservative politics.

Oil executive son's testimony at Prince Rupert Northern Gateway pipeline 
joint review panel

EARTH MATTERS Carrie Saxifrage

At the Enbridge Joint Review Panel hearings, the son of an oil 

executive delivered a riveting speech about the power and destruction 

of oil.

Conservatives aren't cool: Justin Trudeau

POLITICAL JUNKIE Anja Konjicanin

DECISION 2011: For those who can't get enough Justin Trudeau, we 

follow up our last report on his visit to Vancouver with another story 

and pictures.

Conservatives end four years of denial, plead guilty to illegal campaign 
spending

CANADA Christina Montgomery

As court orders maximum fine of $52,000, Liberals ask: Did Tories buy 

Harper's victory?
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