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American foundations aren’t supposed to 

mobilize voters in a foreign country. 
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Over the past year, I have been going through the tax returns of American charitable foundations 
in order to figure out who is funding the environmental movement in Canada, and why. So far, 
I’ve traced about $300 million over the past decade that has been paid to various green groups, 
mostly in B.C. By far, the largest B.C.-based recipient organization is Tides Canada, which has 
been paid nearly $60 million by U.S. foundations, tax returns say. 

Mayor Gregor Robertson is no stranger to Tides Canada. In fact, he was a Tides Canada director 
from 2002 until 2004 when he entered politics with the provincial New Democratic Party. The 
treasurer of Vision Vancouver, Martha Burton, also has a long history as a senior adviser to 
Tides Canada. Mike Magee, the chief of staff at Vancouver City Hall, was also a senior adviser 
to Tides Canada (2002 to 2007). 

In digging through U.S. tax returns and other records, one of the things that I’ve noticed is that 
the Seattle-based Bullitt Foundation and the San Francisco-based Tides Foundation have 
provided funds to support Vision Vancouver’s green agenda. 

Through Tides USA, Bullitt granted $50,000 in 2010 “for expenses associated with the 
establishment of a fund to enable Vancouver, B.C., to realize its vision of becoming the greenest 
city in the world.” This money will be used to work with the Vancouver Foundation and the City 
of Vancouver, Tides Canada announced in a press release earlier this year. 

One of the larger projects of Tides USA is a “Tar Sands Campaign” against Alberta oil. In 2009 
and 2010, Tides USA paid $10 million to 43 small, environmental groups for their involvement 
in this campaign, tax returns show. 

Tides USA and Tides Canada also spend roughly $20 million annually on consultants, $15 
million and $5 million, respectively. 

In the run-up to the 2008 election, Vision Vancouver’s biggest financial backer was the former 
chair of Tides USA, Joel Solomon. In a rather candid interview last year, Solomon told the 
Huffington Post that the election of Robertson was the result of “nearly 20 years of moving in a 
purposeful direction.” 

American foundations aren’t supposed to mobilize voters in a foreign country but through Tides 
USA, Bullitt granted $30,000 to the Dogwood Initiative “ ... to mobilize urban voters for a 
federal ban on coastal tankers ...” No oil tanker traffic means no oil exports to Asia. That would 
also mean that the U.S. gets a continued monopoly on Canadian oil exports — all in the name of 
protecting the environment. 

Shortly after I testified about this grant to a House of Commons standing committee last fall, the 
Bullitt Foundation quietly rewrote it. 

Bullitt doesn’t accept unsolicited proposals. In other words, Bullitt has its own ideas. 



Over the past decade, Bullitt has paid $930,000 to the David Suzuki Foundation, $734,000 to 
Ecojustice Canada, $405,000 to Ecotrust Canada, $428,000 to the Westcoast Environmental Law 
Research Foundation and $360,000 to the Georgia Strait Alliance. Bullitt also paid $564,000 to 
Tides USA for re-granting for various projects of Tides Canada, the Dogwood Initiative and the 
Tyee Solutions Society. 

In 2010-2011 Bullitt paid the Vancouver-based Pembina Institute for Appropriate Development 
$85,000 “to accelerate commercialization and deployment of electric vehicles as a part of a 
sustainable transportation system in Vancouver and the Lower Mainland.” 

Bullitt also paid $70,000 to the Canadian Society Promoting Environmental Conservation 
(SPEC). That included $32,000 in 2006 “to prevent highway expansion and bridge construction 
in the Lower Mainland “ and a further $25,000 in 2007 “to continue building a diverse coalition 
to advocate for transit and oppose efforts to widen Highway 1 and build a second bridge across 
the Fraser River.” 

In 2008, Bullitt paid the Dogwood Initiative $30,000 “to strengthen and enforce a 34-year 
moratorium on oil tanker traffic in the mid- and north coast of British Columbia, and to prevent 
expansion of oil and gas infrastructure in Georgia Strait and the lower Fraser Basin.” 

Indeed, if the agenda of the Bullitt Foundation is to block infrastructure development in the 
Lower Mainland, it wouldn’t hurt to have the Vancouver mayor and council on side. 

Robertson can have all the foreign foundation friends he wants but if he’s re-elected on Nov. 19, 
their agenda and their big bucks had better have no say. 

Vivian Krause is a researcher and writer based in North Vancouver. 
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Read more: 
http://www.vancouversun.com/technology/interests+leveraging+Vancouver+civic+politics/5709
533/story.html#ixzz1dlQfQdAg 


