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Coquitlam endorses pesticide ban bylaw

BY JOHN KURUCZ, COQUITLAM NOW FEBRUARY 22,2012

Coquitlam council endorsed the first three readings of
a pesticide ban bylaw.
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Longstanding concerns over enforcement and jurisdictional issues came to the forefront Monday, but
were not enough to dissuade the city from moving yet again towards a cosmetic pesticide ban.

In a 7-2 vote, Coquitlam council endorsed the first three readings of another iteration of its long-
discussed, and highly controversial, bylaw.

The newest incarnation of the bylaw would see the introduction of a $300 fine associated with the use
of cosmetic pesticides, though exemptions will remain in a number of instances: when human health
and safety is deemed to be at risk, to treat invasive plant species and for the maintenance of sports
fields, among others clauses.

Though many around the council table bemoaned the provincial government's lack of action on the
issue, the majority of council felt that enacting the ban would send a message to Victoria to follow the
city's lead.

"The fact that we are having this vote tonight, for me, is very historic - we've been waiting for years for
the province to do that and they have been striking one committee after another committee after
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another committee," said Coun. Selina Robinson, who first spearheaded the ban in 2009. "At some
point they have to really get the message from the ground up."

That said, the same questions around enforcement were raised, given that municipalities have the
ability to ban the use of cosmetic pesticides, but only the province can ban their sale.

"We're going on a slippery slope by even passing this bylaw," said Coun. Lou Sekora, who voted
against the bylaw alongside Coun. Terry O'Neill. "I know that it sounds good. It rolls off the tongue real
easy. How are you going to enforce it?"

It's the city's hope that compliance will come by way of education more so than by having bylaw officers
out ticketing residents. The second year after the bylaw's introduction would see the city begin with
written warnings. If compliance is still not met, then the tickets in the range of $300 would be issued.

As for businesses, the city would look to the commercial sector to educate residents about the ban
through in-store signage.

"Having every jurisdiction decide which chemicals are the appropriate ones to use on lawns and which
ones aren't is not good public policy," said Mayor Richard Stewart.

"In the end, | don't think we'll be handing out a lot of tickets and | think some people will be ignoring our
bylaw.

"But | hope most won't." O'Neill suggested there is not enough evidence to link the use of cosmetic
pesticides to various illnesses such as cancer. He likened the debate to a phenomenon known as the
"precautionary principle," which essentially allows for policy makers to make decisions based on the
perception of harm, rather than evidence that that harm will take root.

"So a mere threat of harm automatically ignited the need for action even if there is no scientific basis
for it," he said. "But operating under this sort of a principle, it would have to take old wives tales, myths,
urban legends as legitimate causes for action.”

A cost element was also flagged in the discussion, particularly as it relates to city operations.

The city currently uses herbicides to maintain boulevards and medians throughout the city, though
those permissions would be eliminated under the new bylaw. That change could cost the city up to
$100,000 for alternative treatment methods annually over the next 10 years.

For that reason, a provision was attached to the bylaw to have staff report back on how those costs
would play out if the bylaw is passed.

Fourth and final reading of the bylaw will likely take place at either the Feb. 27 or March 5 council
meeting.
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