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COQUITLAM NOW JULY 27, 2011

Re: "Concentration paints imperfect pesticide picture," letter to the editor, Wednesday July 20.

Glyphosate used in commercial pesticide products is mixed with inert ingredients to make it more
effective at killing plants.

Studies show that these products can be far more toxic than pure glyphosate. | was told recently by a
local garden store that glyphosate is so safe you can drink it. Japanese researchers analyzing suicides
have found that drinking three-quarters of a cup of commercial glyphosate can be fatal. Lesser doses
have resulted in severe health problems.

Regarding products containing 2-4D, wasn't this one-half of the recipe used in Agent Orange?

Although Mr. Kyle states that these herbicides do not persist in the environment, studies from Sweden,
the World Health Organization and the U.S. environmental protection agency state otherwise.

Excuse me if | do not wish to expose my granddaughter, other family members, pets and wildlife to
these products.

This debate is about the use of cosmetic (non-essential) pesticides, so why not take a precautionary
approach and use safer alternatives?

Personally, | would like to thank the Canadian Cancer Society, the Canadian Association of Physicians
for the Environment and the growing number of other healthrelated organizations for making non-
industry research on this issue available.

| am pleased that Coquitlam council has finally requested that its staff draw up a bylaw to ban these
pesticides.

It is now time for the province to follow the example of Quebec, Ontario and Nova Scotia and ban the
sale of them. Please contact your provincial MLA and urge action.

Maggie Moss

Coquitlam
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