
Concentration paints imperfect pesticide picture
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Re: "Provincial ban needed," letter to the editor, Wednesday, July 6.

The anti-pesticide campaign fronted by the Canadian Cancer Society and the Canadian Association of 

Physicians for the Environment (CAPE) has been long on politicized rhetoric and very short on credible 

scientific information.

The letter from CAPE executive director Gideon Forman is a prime example. Mr. Forman claims that 

following the introduction of the pesticide ban in Ontario, "concentrations of some herbicides dropped 

as much as 97 per cent in some urban streams." That statement is highly misleading.

The fact is that pesticides are chemical compounds made up of carbon, oxygen and hydrogen atoms.

They all have what is called a "half-life," which is defined as the time required for half of the compound 

to break down in the environment.

The half-life of 2,4D - a very common weed killer - in soil is 10 days. In other words, 50 per cent of the 

2,4D entering the soil breaks down into its component atoms after 10 days.

After 50 days, three percent of the compound remains, and it continues to break down after that until 

none is left.

The same is true for glyphosate, which is the active ingredient in Roundup, another very common weed 

killer. The half-life for Roundup is approximately 47 days.

These herbicides do not persist in the environment, and trying to attribute lowering concentrations to 

any pesticide ban is not true.

It is very unfortunate that Coquitlam council seems to believe that the public interest is served by 

allowing the Canadian Cancer Society and CAPE to make any claims they want without asking for 

accountability.

Rob Kyle Anmore
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