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The Coquitlam Land Use Committee briefly addressed next steps regarding
the Regional Growth Strategy being proposed by Metro Vancouver. Coquitlam staff will be bringing the
committee up to speed on some of the concerns being addressed by other municipalities and will be inviting
Metro to explore better ways to designate golf courses in the region. The idea of dedicating our parks so that a
2/3 vote of Coquitlam council is required to change park use was also floated as a way to provide more local
protection for our parklands. Exploring these options will be helpful, but I am concerned that there hasn’t been
much conversation about riparian, natural areas that are neither parklands, nor golf courses. These natural
areas have regional significance — these are the corridors that host salmon spawning, provide refuge,
nourishment and travel corridors for wildlife and are a tremendous asset to our communities. These corridors
enhance our property values and we need to have some way of recognizing their value and providing them with

protection.

Some argue that it’s up to the Federal Dept. of Oceans and Fisheries to protect these lands (if it’s relevant to fish
habitat) - if that ’s the case, then why can’t we identify what protection might look like ahead of time so that
developers don’t have to deal with it when they move forward with a development?

Others argue that Metro should not be the ones to determine protection of these lands, this belongs in the hands
of the local government because this model of regional government isn’t accountable. The Metro decision
makers are all elected officials from the participating municipalities. If we don’t believe that this model of

governance is working, then aren’t we obligated to figure out some way to make it work so that we can make
sound regional decisions? Throwing up our hands and making a decision to not participate in a regional plan is
not good governance. Rolling up our sleeves and trying to fix these challenges is where we need to be putting

our energies.
Smoking By-Law (kind of) Coming to Coquitlam

The staff report that I have been waiting for came to the Strategic Priorities Committee last night. It’s a fire
hazard by-law at best. The report provides a very solid fire hazard mitigation rationale for banning smoking
from city parks and trails. The report, and some of my colleagues, spoke to the contradiction of ’sport’ and
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’smoking’ in the same space. They also spoke to ’setting good role models’. I think this is a wimpy by-law that
does nothing to address exposure to second-hand smoke where smokers are congregating. It’s a start...but
really will not have the significant impact that I think residents of our community deserve from its policy
makers.

Other stuff:

Kudos to the residents of Westwood Plateau - bear issues are less of a challenge in that community
because they are paying closer attention to how they store their garbage — it would appear that there are greater
bear challenges in south Coquitlam now — it’s bear season and we need to make sure that we are treating our
trash responsibly.

Invitation to attend a workshop on Pesticide Free lawn and garden care
The Canadian Cancer Society will be hosting a workshop on pesticide free gardening.
Date: March 25, 2010
Location: Poirier Library, 575, Poirier Street, Coquitlam
Time: 7 pm — 8.30 pm..

http://www.library.coquitlam.be.ca/Programs%20and%20Services/Adults/default.htm
Guest speaker: CBC radio’s BC Almanac’s gardening expert, Arzeena Hamir who will be discussing ways of

managing our lawns and gardens without the use of cosmetic pesticides.The workshop is free. Please call to
register: (604) 937-4155. Space is limited (there are approx. 25 spaces still available).

SHARE’s Annual Fundraising Gala is Saturday April 17 at the Red Robinson Show Theatre in Coquitlam.
Tickets are only $55 until April 16 and available at www.sharejustdesserts.com. Tickets at the door are $65.

Coquitlam Town Hall Meeting

Save the Date — Saturday June 5 — stay tuned for time and place.
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