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We need bees, not pesticides
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Re. “BEES: You can help those
little pollinators at home” (The Tri-
City News, Nov. 27).
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| really enjoyed the recent article
about bees and the suggestions on
how we can help their struggling
population in our very own garden.

| have another simple suggestion
on how we can help bees, and that
is to not use cosmetic pesticides.
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When Coquitlam Coun. Selina Tri-City / Maple Ridge
Robinson brought a motion forward = Bee-gone
this past spring to discuss the use
of cosmetic pesticides, her motion Text [E1#

was defeated. One of the reasons

Coun. Linda Reimer gave for voting against this motion was her feeling that cosmetic pesticides were
necessary as bees can pose a risk to children who might be allergic to them. While being allergic to bees
can be serious, using cosmetic pesticides to kill bees is hardly a solution, especially since one third of the
human food supply is dependant on the free pollination service of bees.
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As master beekeeper, Brian Campbell stated in the article, bees “create food and abundance that helps
to generate all this other life we take for granted.” They are doing us a great service for free, yet we
continue to contribute to their population decline by using cosmetic pesticides that kill them, even when

there are many alternative non-toxic methods to control “pests” and weeds. P re S e ntl ng

To date, two provinces and more than 135 canadian municipalities have banned the use of cosmetic .
pesticides. While many other B.C. and Canadian municipalities are considering a cosmetic pesticide ban, Re S p 0 n S 1 b l e
the city of Coquitlam voted against even having a discussion about the issue. That's good news for the

cosmetic pesticide industry but no so good for the bees (or pregnant women, our health, children,

environment, pets and wildlife). I nve S tm e n tS

Jane Thomsing,

Coquitlam Pesticide Awareness Coalition
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b

rocky6 ' lots of firefighters have the same training as the majority of the paramedics *
I highly doubt that statement FRIII ( at best ) is grossly sub par to that of even an EMR , there is
nothing "...

The Tri-City News - Coquitlam firefighter taking skills to Haiti - 4 days ago

b

highschoolteacher In response to "joepublic".... Lots of firefighters have the same
training as the majority of the paramedics (Basic Life Support) in this province and the numbers are
increasing with every hiring...

The Tri-City News - Coquitlam firefighter taking skills to Haiti - 5 days ago

o

joepublic Firefighters in BC are not paramedics, but the article is clearly intended to
give that impression. If this gentleman is indeed a licensed paramedic, then he works as a paramedic
with another...
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rocky6 What's with the stethscope , must get in the way when sweeping up glass
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