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0 Comments 

The Editor, 

Re. “BEES: You can help those 
little pollinators at home” (The Tri-
City News, Nov. 27). 

I really enjoyed the recent article 
about bees and the suggestions on 
how we can help their struggling 
population in our very own garden. 

I have another simple suggestion 
on how we can help bees, and that 
is to not use cosmetic pesticides. 

Pesticide use is killing bees. The 
chemicals in cosmetic pesticides 
poison them and greatly impair 
their reproduction. According to an 
apiculture and social insects 
professor at SFU, pesticides can 
become so concentrated in the 
honeycomb, the chemicals will 
actually kill the bees in their hives. 

When Coquitlam Coun. Selina 
Robinson brought a motion forward 
this past spring to discuss the use 
of cosmetic pesticides, her motion 
was defeated. One of the reasons 
Coun. Linda Reimer gave for voting against this motion was her feeling that cosmetic pesticides were 
necessary as bees can pose a risk to children who might be allergic to them. While being allergic to bees 
can be serious, using cosmetic pesticides to kill bees is hardly a solution, especially since one third of the 
human food supply is dependant on the free pollination service of bees.  

As master beekeeper, Brian Campbell stated in the article, bees “create food and abundance that helps 
to generate all this other life we take for granted.” They are doing us a great service for free, yet we 
continue to contribute to their population decline by using cosmetic pesticides that kill them, even when 
there are many alternative non-toxic methods to control “pests” and weeds.  

To date, two provinces and more than 135 canadian municipalities have banned the use of cosmetic 
pesticides. While many other B.C. and Canadian municipalities are considering a cosmetic pesticide ban, 
the city of Coquitlam voted against even having a discussion about the issue. That’s good news for the 
cosmetic pesticide industry but no so good for the bees (or pregnant women, our health, children, 
environment, pets and wildlife). 

Jane Thomsing,  

Coquitlam Pesticide Awareness Coalition 
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Kateslem Kateslem operates their After 
School Program from Banting Middle 
School and Como Lake Middle School, in 
#Coquitlam. Website coming soon ! 
8 hours ago  

Kateslem Kateslem After School Program 
aims to empower youth through 
experiences and skill development. 
#Youth #Coquitlam #Kateslem 
8 hours ago  

CoqPubLib Elimination of Teacher-
Librarian Staffing in #coquitlam :- ( Less 
literacy in schools? http://bit.ly/bB5aIH 
9 hours ago  

bobsongs BobSongs Blog post on the 
#Kateslem After School Program in 
#Coquitlam. http://Blog.BobSongs.com 
yesterday  
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 highschoolteacher In response to “rocky6”. You make an excellent statement about 
what medical training is available to firefighters in this province. True, currently the medical training that Most Read Stories This week | Last week
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Woman restrains suspected drunk driver Maple 
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Maple Ridge News • Apr-06-2010  
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New ‘adults-only’ private nightclub opens 
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Mormons show first B.C. temple to visitors  
Langley Times • Apr-07-2010  
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is available to... 

The Tri-City News - Coquitlam firefighter taking skills to Haiti · 4 days ago 

 rocky6 ' lots of firefighters have the same training as the majority of the paramedics ' 
I highly doubt that statement FRIII ( at best ) is grossly sub par to that of even an EMR , there is 
nothing '... 

The Tri-City News - Coquitlam firefighter taking skills to Haiti · 4 days ago 

 highschoolteacher In response to "joepublic".... Lots of firefighters have the same 
training as the majority of the paramedics (Basic Life Support) in this province and the numbers are 
increasing with every hiring... 

The Tri-City News - Coquitlam firefighter taking skills to Haiti · 5 days ago 

 joepublic Firefighters in BC are not paramedics, but the article is clearly intended to 
give that impression. If this gentleman is indeed a licensed paramedic, then he works as a paramedic 
with another... 

The Tri-City News - Coquitlam firefighter taking skills to Haiti · 5 days ago 

 rocky6 What's with the stethscope , must get in the way when sweeping up glass 
from an mva ? 
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City working to fix detour confusion The Tri-City 
News • Apr-06-2010  
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Tri-City News • Mar-29-2010  

Police investigate drug connection to missing 
Kelowna woman Kelowna Capital News • Apr-
09-2010  
Boyfriend dead, woman charged with murder 
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Second man charged in coke bust Vernon 
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Fatal accident on train tracks in Salmon Arm 
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Former B.C. school bookkeeper charged with 
fraud The Northern View • Apr-06-2010  
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