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Anti-pesticide group asks Coq. mayor to sign 
petition 

Coquitlam Mayor Richard Stewart and Coun. 
Selina Robinson. 
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An environmental organization is calling on 
Coquitlam Mayor Richard Stewart to sign a 
petition calling on the provincial government to 
ban cosmetic pesticides in B.C. 

Mae Burrows, the executive director of Toxic 
Free Canada, said if the mayor supports a ban, he 
should consider adding his name to the list of 
those opposed to the use of such chemicals. 

The invite comes after Stewart told The Tri-City 
News that he agrees cosmetic pesticides should 
be banned but does not believe the city should be 
responsible for carrying out and enforcing the 
measure. He said the provincial government 
should ban the chemicals. 

"He said he thinks it should be up to the province 
to do that regulation," Burrows said. "If Mayor 
Stewart is really that keen to support the province 
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in bringing in this ban, he should sign the 
petition." 

So far, close to 1,000 people have added their 
name to the list, according to Burrows. 

"I think there ought to be a ban on the products," 
he said. "I think it should be province wide." 

A province-wide ban, he added, would be more 
effective because it would limit people's ability to 
purchase the chemicals from neighbouring 
jurisdictions. 

"We could do as other [municipal] governments 
and pretend to ban it," he said. "But we can't 
actually ban it. There can be no enforcement and 
it is some thing that local governments can't do 
on their own." 

The debate over cosmetic pesticides began in 
Coquitlam after Coun. Selina Robinson proposed 
a motion that council discuss the possibility of 
banning the chemicals' use. 

But with Stewart leaving the council meeting due 
to back spasms, her proposal was defeated on a 
tie vote. (Councillors Brent Asmundson, Mae 
Reid, Linda Reimer and Lou Sekora voted 
against having a discussion while councillors 
Robinson, Fin Donnelly, Barrie Lynch and Doug 
Macdonell voted in favour.) 

Toxic Free Canada and many environmental 
groups like it believe cosmetic pesticides can 
harm people's nervous system and causes certain 
kinds of cancer. 

But Pierre Petelle, the director of regulatory 
affairs with CropLife Canada, said claims that the 
chemicals are harmful to human health are not 
backed up by science. He said that Health Canada 
has more than 350 scientists scrutinizing 
pesticides and other chemicals, and would not 
permit dangerous products to go to market. 

"A lot of people don't realize how extensive the 
background is that goes into reviewing 
pesticides," he said. 
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