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Committee considering the future of cosmetic pesticide 

use in B.C. 

BC woman forces pesticide 
safety review

Province could override local 
pesticide rules, says committee 
chair

Who Said What in BC's Pesticide Review
Committee now weighing diverse testimony on how toxic chemicals should be 
governed.

By Andrew MacLeod, Yesterday, TheTyee.ca 

29 14Recommend

Alleged victim of police sexual 
harassment to 'tell truth' at Pickton 
inquiry

Moms protest end of nurse home visits

BC mushroom farm owners fined 
$350,000 for deaths of three workers

Illegal for BC Ferries to add fuel 
surcharges, says NDP's Coons 

BC Ferries hiking fuel surcharges

Barry Penner quitting as MLA for law firm 
job

Minister Bell explains source of error on 
gay tourism ban

HSA president predicts tough bargaining 
in 2012

SE E  MO R E  »

Y O U R  B C :  T H E  T Y E E ’ S  P H O T O  P O O L

Page 2 of 12The Tyee – Who Said What in BC's Pesticide Review

26/11/2011http://thetyee.ca/News/2011/11/25/Pesticide-Review-Quotes/index.html



Bias 
Use Review: BC Doctor
Health Canada 
funded by pesticide makers 

says Physicians for 

Environment 
Bell.

The British Columbia 

hearings and is moving towards making recommendations. So far, it is unclear whether 

that will lead to a change in the law governing how toxic chemicals are used in the 

province.

The committee will receive submissions on the issue up until Dec. 16, but has asked staff 

members to begin organizing what's been said so far. 

"We want staff to have enough direction that they can make use of the time they'll have 

during December and early January to sort through all the information and organize it in the 

way that will be most useful to the committee when we come back to that job in early 

January," said Bill Bennett, the committee chair.

The committee will deliberate, may invite back some witnesses to clarify points they made, 

and come up with a report. Said Bennett, "We'll make some recommendations I'm sure to do 

something, I'm just not sure what."

Since Oct. 6, the 

on the use and safety of pesticides and what the committee should do.

Presenters differed on safety, need for ban

Here is a sample of what presenters told 

the committee:

Lindsay Hanson, Health Canada, Oct. 

6: "The chemicals themselves have a 

potential to be hazardous, that's why we 
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have a strong regulatory system in 

Canada." 

Blair Veitch, B.C. Landscape and 

Nursery Association, Oct. 26:

also as a profession understand that at 

some point we need to take care of our 

green space."

Jerry Rousseau, National Allied Golf 

cosmetic 

pesticides and non-cosmetic." 

Andrew Gage, West Coast Environmental Law, Nov. 7: "I just can't emphasize strongly 

enough that I don't think anyone reading a pesticide label, whether it be for agricultural or 

domestic use -- these ones are all for domestic use because of the nature of topic you're 

looking at -- would read these labels and say: 'Well, these are safe products that we don't 

need to be concerned about at all.' They are clearly very powerful chemicals that have 

consequences." 

Pierre Petelle, CropLife Canada, Nov. 7: "We're the trade association that represents the 

manufacturers, developers and distributors of the products we're talking about here... The 

products they provide are valuable tools that contribute to improved human health and a 

better environment."

Catherine Vakil, family doctor teaching at Queens University, Nov. 7: "I'd... like to 

congratulate the B.C. government for considering this extremely health-protective action 

which will help to ensure that B.C.'s children have the same health benefits as children in 

Quebec, Ontario and other provinces that have passed legislation ensuring that their children 

are not exposed to these toxins unnecessarily.

"I hope you'll realize that this is a huge step forward in public health to help reduce the rate of 

many illnesses caused by pesticides, including childhood cancer, which has increased 

dramatically in past years, partly due to pesticide use."

Bruce Lanphear, Child and Family Research Institute and Simon Fraser University 

health sciences professor, Nov. 7: "Thalidomide and pesticides represent our willingness to 

rush ahead and use something new without knowing what the results are going to be. We are 

paying dearly, as a society, for our decisions to rush ahead.

in 
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"Many [new epidemics] -- including learning problems, ADHD, asthma, pre-term birth and 

even, in some unpublished work, autism -- have been associated with different types of 

pesticides, not necessarily the kind we're talking about today, but in some cases they have, 

such as ADHD and learning problems."

Greg D'Avignon, Business Council of B.C., Nov. 7: "The Business Council understands the 

motivation, certainly, for this review, and our members support public policies that are 

grounded in science and that are aimed at protecting the environment and human health. 

"However, we also believe it's essential to have a balanced review process that acknowledges, 

in this case, two things. One is that pesticides and herbicides are already a heavily regulated 

entity in Canada and British Columbia; and two, that pesticides have many valid and 

important applications, especially in the industrial realm in operating in British Columbia."

Lisa Gue, David Suzuki Foundation, Nov. 8: "Let me state for the record that the David 

Suzuki Foundation strongly supports a comprehensive ban on cosmetic pesticides in B.C. 

Chemicals used to improve the appearance of lawns and gardens pose unnecessary health and 

environmental hazards. We live in a world of multiple exposures to toxic chemicals, and it only 

makes sense to eliminate unnecessary sources like cosmetic pesticides. Safer alternatives are 

increasingly available."

Keith Solomon, University of Guelph toxicologist, Nov. 8: "They obviously cause effects 

in the target organism. Otherwise, you wouldn't use them. It would be a waste of money. 

Some are fairly toxic to non-target organisms, and some are, basically, essentially innocuous, 

so there's a range here, and that's the important point. Not every pesticide is highly toxic. Not 

every pesticide is highly dangerous."

Barbara Kaminsky, Canadian Cancer Society, B.C. and Yukon, Nov. 8: "You have the 

power at the B.C. level to be able to not only ban the sale but the use in all jurisdictions and 

then end the patchwork that we currently have throughout the province. I actually think 

you're in a wonderful place in time to be able to make a positive difference, and I hope that 

you take advantage of that."

Kathryn Seely, Canadian Cancer Society, B.C. and Yukon, Nov. 8: "The Canadian Cancer 

Society has weighed the growing body of evidence that's suggestive and links various 

chemicals and pesticides to various cancers that Barb mentioned. We have weighed the pros 

and cons, and we say that when it comes to the cosmetic use of pesticides -- those pesticides 

on lawns and gardens and non-agricultural landscaping -- there's no health benefit to their 

use. They're unnecessary. Children are more vulnerable."

Jacquie Doherty, Integrated Environmental Plant Management Association of 

Western Canada, Nov. 8: "Pesticides are not cosmetic. They are applied to help protect our 

landscapes from the damage caused by insects, weeds and disease. Insecticides, herbicides 
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and fungicides are used very selectively and only when necessary to protect the health of our 

lawns, trees and ornamentals in our urban landscapes."

Judy Wigmore, Pesticide Free B.C., Nov. 17: "I became aware of the limitation of the 

municipal bylaws when advocating for a pesticide-free Kamloops in 2005 and realized that a 

provincial ban is the only way to protect our vulnerable children, our pets and the 

environment from exposure to harmful cosmetic pesticides."

Bennett weighing perspectives

"I'm personally organizing the information along the lines of perspectives," said Bennett. 

"There is a perspective out there that pesticides are harmful to human health. There's a 

perspective that pesticides may be harmful to the natural environment and that the risk is too 

high on both counts, natural environment and even health, to allow the continued use of 

pesticides."

Others believe the current approach is working well, he said. "There's another perspective out 

there, one that I guess would be founded in the work Health Canada does, and which is 

supported by the provincial ministry of environment and toxicologists like Dr. Ritter and Dr. 

Solomon from the University of Guelph, that in fact the pesticides available, cosmetic 

pesticides available for purchase by consumers, is in fact safe for use."

Then there's the question of what the public would like to see happen, Bennett said. "There is 

the general public, which may or may not be fully informed on the topic. They still have a 

right to an opinion. That's another perspective, it's a show of hands kind of, it's like a 

referendum, 'Do you want to ban it or not ban it?' That's another perspective the committee's 

going to have to look at."

Within that, there are those who argue that if there's doubt about pesticide's safety, we 

should take a cautious approach. "There I think will be an issue around the application or not 

application of the precautionary principle," said Bennett. "I think that's something the 

committee is going to have to wrestle with."

And then there are the arguments the committee heard from people whose businesses use the 

chemicals. "Finally, there's a perspective from the point of view of the economy and business. 

What impact to the economy, to jobs, will there be from any level of restriction on the use and 

sale of cosmetic pesticides?"

Bennett summed up, indicating where the committee will have to go: "Those are all I think 

valid perspectives that we are somehow going to have to use in fashioning a decision-making 

matrix and make some recommendations from that."

Better to be safe, says Fleming
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"There's a lot of information that we're going to have to get through," said Rob Fleming, the 

NDP environment critic and vice-chair of the committee. "All the committee members are 

learning new things from hearing new perspectives."

There's been excellent testimony, thousands of survey responses and hundreds of written 

submissions, he said. "I think we clearly heard from everyone there are risks, serious risks, 

associated with pesticide use."

There were industry groups that argued that their use of pesticides are not for cosmetic 

purposes, but even they acknowledged there are risks, Fleming said. "Most industry groups, 

the main point they've tried to make, is how dramatically they're reducing their pesticide use, 

so there's an acknowledgement that getting pesticides out of the environment is good for 

everyone."

Asked about the conflicting views of different witnesses citing scientific evidence, Fleming 

said, "The science is obviously important, but it's not the only consideration for the committee 

as lawmakers to consider."

There is evidence emerging, particularly from Europe, that pesticides harm both human health 

and the natural environment, he said. "We've heard concerns about risks, and the risks are 

real," he said. "And we've heard a variety of perspectives about the need to take precautions. 

In the absence of knowing for certain, it's really better to be safe than sorry."

While some argue Health Canada is sufficiently rigorous, Fleming noted others have raised 

questions about the federal agency's capacity. "They have pulled a lot of products off the 

shelves in recent decades that were previously assured to be safe," he said.

He also pointed out that just this week, the Federal Court of Canada ordered Health Canada to 

conduct a formal review of Glyphosate, the key ingredient in Vision, Roundup and other 

herbicides.

Asked whether the committee's work will likely lead to a legislated ban on cosmetic pesticide 

use, Fleming said, "I think that's one option that's certainly a strong one."

NDP leader Adrian Dix introduced just such a private member's bill in the spring, which did not 

pass but led to the formation of the committee after Premier Christy Clark said she also 

favours a ban. Liberals hold the majority on the committee.

"If it is something that's on her agenda, I would expect we would come out with some very 

clear recommendations that are specific," said Fleming.

The prevalance of toxins in the environment is a larger problem, but starting with a ban on 

cosmetic pesticides is a reasonable place to start, he said. "This is an area where there's an 

Page 7 of 12The Tyee – Who Said What in BC's Pesticide Review

26/11/2011http://thetyee.ca/News/2011/11/25/Pesticide-Review-Quotes/index.html



5 

Granville
1 day ago

Recommend as a 
best comment

Suggest as offensive

It is time we stopped using pesticides in 
our gardens 

In an ideal world, we would know better, but in 

the "real world" we think we need chemical crap 

to keep he dandelions down. 

We sure do need pesticides some of the time, 

but only a fool would use them in the back yard 

where you grow your food, or where your kids 

play. 

It took decades to realise the utter folly of using 

urea-formaldehyde resin, pressure-treated wood 

and asbestos, but we did eventually get there.

As a member of my local environment and 

sustainability committee, I am aware of the 

agonising we have done over this issue in the 

last three years. We need a provincial law to 

opportunity where they're clearly unnecessary." Different members of the committee will likely 

give differing weights to the testimonies they heard from the presenters, said Bennett.

"Each member is going to approach this differently and we're going to have to find some way 

of applying this decision making matrix and rating things the way we think makes the most 

sense," he said. "Hopefully it can be something the committee agrees on and arrives at 

consensus on, but I can't guarantee that will happen."

He said it's too soon to speculate on whether or not the committee will recommend cosmetic 

pesticide legislation. 

Andrew MacLeod is The Tyee's Legislative Bureau Chief in Victoria. Reach him here.
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settle the issue, instead of hundreds of municipal 

bylaws in a checkerboard pattern, depending on 

how old the local politicians are.

sdgreen
23 hours ago

Recommend as a best 
comment

Suggest as offensive

Red Herring

This entire issue is completely off the wall. Firstly the term 

'cosmetic' is nonsense. The fact is that gardens do become 

severely over run by weeds, that is a fact. 

Current herbicides are safe and if used in the manner as 

described by Health Canada are totally safe. In fact the 

standards are such that the concentration of the H. Chemicals 

are highly diluted, even in the concentrated mode.

I live on an acre of ground, and frankly do not have the time to 

physically pull every weed out, nor do I want to hire some 

professional (sic) who woul use herbicides to do the same 

thing. 

The entire project by the politicos is to provide some sort of 

comfort to the ecological freaks. Agriculter will still use them, 

Railways will still use them, Regional Districts and Municipalities 

will still use them, and so on.

This is just another example of erosion of property rights under 

the guise of the movement supporting organic simplicity and 

the return to cave man days. 

I will continue to use these herbicides and pesticides as I see 

fit. 

To hell with the Ecoligists who are ill equipped to deal with 

reality.

mainland landscaping
4 hours ago

Recommend as a best 
comment

Suggest as offensive

25 years at granville island

I started managing the landscape at G.I. in 1987 and continued 

to 2011 I started using a full on chemical maintenance system 

designed by the industry and universities of the Cascades. I 

found that chemicals do not work and only serve to unbalance 

the natural. Plants cannot feed when soils are poisoned by 

chemicals and their health quickly deteriorates. Then we need 

to feed them chemically and this adds to the destruction of the 

soil food web. I am and have been a professional in this field for 

over 30 years. IS It as Marvin Hunt says a tragedy that the 

people of the Sudan cannot use DDT to kill the malaria 
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mosquito OR is that open sewers and polluted water supply is 

ok? you decide.

Granville
4 hours ago

Recommend as a best 
comment

Suggest as offensive

Dear S.D. Green:

Go ahead and keep using pesticides to your heart's content. 

One of the side effects is that it impairs one's ability to spell.

e.g. 

Agriculter vs. Agriculture

Woul vs. Would

Ecoligists vs. Ecologists

Otherwise, you are quite right that the proposed bylaws will 

only affect domestic use of pesticides, but that is where we are 

most exposed to them.

Farmers are presumed to be able to make their own decisions, 

and they come under rules set by Agriculture Canada.

You should use more pesticides, not less. You could use them 

as condiments too if you like. There is nothing quite like a 

green salad with a bit of 2-4-D dressing.

WILLIAM H. GATH...

1 sec ago
NORAHG Responds to Special Committee on 
Cosmetic Pesticides.

MEDIA RELEASE

NORAHG Responds to Special Committee on Cosmetic 

Pesticides.

In 2011, the Government of British Columbia invited the public 

to participate in MOCK-CONSULTATIONS concerning a proposal 

to PROHIBIT pest control products in the Urban Landscape. 

This is organized by the government’s Special Committee on 

Cosmetic Pesticides, which was appointed by the Legislative 

Assembly of British Columbia.

The ULTIMATE GOAL of some Anti-Pesticide Lunatic members of 

this committee is to IMPOSE the PROHIBITION of pest control 

product used in the Urban Landscape.

While seemingly listening to all interested parties regarding the 

fate of « cosmetic pesticides », Special Committee on Cosmetic 

Pesticides will, BEYOND ANY DOUBT, recommend the 

PROHIBITION of pest control products in the Urban Landscape.
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Nevertheless, Special Committee on Cosmetic Pesticides wants 

MAINTAIN THE PRETENSE that it wants to hear what the public 

has to say with MOCK-CONSULTATIONS.

Public comments were made by completing an on-line E-

QUESTIONNAIRE or by sending a written submission. 

Canadian Cancer Society has issued « Model Response » to « 

coach » people in answering the questionnaire.

Predictably, Anti-Pesticide Activists have FLOODED the Special 

Committee on Cosmetic Pesticides with THOUSANDS, YES 

THOUSANDS, OF COMMENTS consisting of LIES and MIS-

INFORMATION.

Anti-Pesticide Activists « coached » by Canadian Cancer Society 

have CARPET-BOMBED and TERRORIZED the Special 

Committee on Cosmetic Pesticides.

The issue here is CREDIBILITY of the source of information, 

since the VAST MAJORITY of the COMMENTS are 

ORCHESTRATED, through a coast-to-coast CAMPAIGN, using 

NON-EXPERT VOLUNTEERS with Canadian Cancer Society.

This CAMPAIGN gives an unsuspecting public the FALSE and 

FRAUDULENT impression that the Anti-Pesticide Movement has 

considerable size and power, when in fact, IT DOES NOT. 

Anti-Pesticide Activists have a HUGE VESTED INTEREST IN 

PERPETUATING IMAGINARY DANGERS about pest control 

products used in the Urban Landscape. 

Doing this attracts HUGE PROFIT and BENEFITS, in the form of 

DONATIONS, GOVERNMENT GRANTS, and CELEBRITY.

The deadline for submissions ― December 16th, 2011.

For more information, please go to the following links ...

http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/british-columbia-conspiracy-to-

prohibit-pest-control-products-in-the-urban-landscape/

http://pesticidetruths.com/toc/canadian-cancer-society/

WILLIAM H. GATHERCOLE AND NORAH G

National Organization Responding Against HUJE that seek to 

harm the Green Space Industry ( NORAHG ).

http://pesticidetruths.com/
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