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Canadian beekeepers will have to wait on a final report on bee health before the federal government
will consider banning the use of controversial pesticides, Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz said Friday.

Speaking to reporters in Halifax Friday, Ritz said the decision to ban the use of neonicotinoid
pesticides must be based on sound science in the field report, currently being led by the Pest
Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA), a division of Health Canada.

“Certainly, we’re watching with interest what they do,” Ritz said when asked if the topic had been

discussed at the federal-provincial-territorial meeting in Halifax, which wrapped up Friday afternoon. ﬁ OP-EDS »

“We’re hopeful the report will be out sooner rather than later and we’re understanding they’re doing
everything they can to get it out as quickly as they can,” he said, adding reports of this nature are

known to take time.
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In May, PMRA officials told the House agriculture committee the
final report would not be completed until 2018.

Those results should come sooner, Ontario Premier Kathleen
Wynne told her colleagues when raising the issue at the Halifax

meeting.

However, when asked if the Premier’s efforts to move the release
date up had been successful, the Premier’s press secretary
Gabrielle Gallant said no new deadline had been set as of yet.

But beekeepers, particularly those from Ontario and Quebec, say
that’s too long. With apiarists in those provinces reporting higher
than average bee losses, ranging between 20 — 60 per cent, they
say they can’t wait any longer.

Theses losses simply aren’t sustainable, Ontario Beekeepers
Association President Dan Davidson has repeatedly told iPolitics.
Something needs to be done.

That something, he said, is a ban on neonicotinoid pesticides
—commonly used as a seed treatment on corn, canola, and
soybeans — before next planting season.

That ban should be similar to the European Union’s moratorium,
which partially suspends the use of the pesticides for two years, he
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said while briefing fellow beekeepers on the issue at their annual . ] )
summer meeting last week. Reviews at your fingertips

Canadian beekeepers want a moratorium that is, at a minimum, B O K

three years in length. Three years is the industry estimated half life

of neonicotinoid pesticides, although that number is disputed, with B
some studies saying the pesticides could remain the environment —

for upwards of 17 years.

But on Friday, Minister Ritz said beekeepers should wait for the ;
o o #POLITICS
research to be completed before jumping to conclusions. “There

are a number of factors that enter into the bee mortality here in

Canada, as well as around the world,” he said.
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