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Authors: Grant, Kathie A.; McLauchlin, Jim; Amar, Corinne

Source: Community Practitioner, Volume 86, Number 7, July 2013 , pp. 44-46(3)

Publisher: Community Practitioner

< previous article | view table of contents | next article >

Abstract:
Botulism is a rare, but extremely serious, disease and Public Health England is responsible for its diagnosis and surveillance in the UK. 
Over the past five years (2008-2013), the most common form of the disease recognised in the UK has been infant botulism. The aim of 
this article is to raise awareness of infant botulism and highlight advice for parents and carers of infants that honey should not be fed to 
infants under 12 months old. Other possible risk factors for infant botulism are also discussed in this article, including household pet 
reptiles and herbal teas. 
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