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RE: "No reason to panic over pesticide use," August 

23

---------

In fact there's a growing body of science 

showing people exposed to pesticides are at greater 

risk for cancer.

For example, a landmark study by the Ontario College 

of Family Physicians found pesticide exposure is 

linked to brain cancer, prostate cancer, kidney cancer 

and pancreatic cancer, among others.

The College also found that children have an 

increased risk of acute leukemia if exposed to 

"insecticides and herbicides used on lawns, fruit trees 

and gardens..."

This is one reason Canada's most prestigious health 

organizations —- including the Canadian Cancer 

Society, the Lung Association, and the Canadian 

Breast Cancer Foundation — support a province-wide 

ban on lawn and garden pesticides' use and sale.

Homeowners can keep their properties beautiful using 

non-toxic products.

Gideon Forman

Executive Director, Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment

Toronto

---------

I read with interest Paul Visentin’s thoughts on pesticide use.  Paul is frustrated by the lack of concrete evidence 

regarding the link between cancer and pesticides. He is right in some ways that the evidence is not concrete but I 

ask, should we not err on the side of caution especially when we are talking about the cosmetic use of pesticides?

No one can debate that cancer rates are on the rise and will continue so until drastic changes are made in many 

areas of our lives. Generally there is not just one cause for illness but many contributing factors — but when an 

unnecessary product is “linked” to cancer why would we take the chance? He cites that pesticides have been in 

use for 60 years but he should also note that toxins continue to build up in our bodies until the poisons become 

overwhelming. Thirteen years ago I watched my then 2 year old experienced a seizure after briefly playing on my 

front lawn while the neighbour  sprayed her dandelions. My daughter was only outside a brief period and there 

was no notable wind but the attending doctor said it was pesticide poisoning.

CIVIC ELECTION HOME NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT COMMUNITY LIFESTYLES OPINION BlogsObitsLotteriesWeather

0 COMMENTS

Invermere Valley Echo - Letters

EMAIL LETTER PRINT FOLLOW SHARE

TEXT 

SendRecommend

Mike Naomi Diane Arlene Stephen

Carly Troy Taryn Eileen David

Invermere Valley Echo on Facebook

54 people like Invermere Valley Echo.

Like

Facebook social plugin

Friday, 9/30/2011 10:55 pm

Search Site SEARCH

LOCAL OPINIONS BC OPINIONS LETTERS part of bclocalnews.com

MORE INFO

Brand New Lake Front Condo Inv

MORE INFO

Fully Furnished 3 Bedroom Home for Rent

MORE INFO

Garage Sale for Nelson Grans-to-Grans

2003 42' Gulfstream

Page 1 of 3Invermere Valley Echo - Two takes on pesticide issues

30/09/2011http://www.bclocalnews.com/kootenay_rockies/invermerevalleyecho/opinion/letters/1286...



Like

My daughter could have eaten the dandelions without any harm but she could not have consumed the liquid that 

We know in large quantities pesticides are harmful so why is small amounts acceptable? Will my child one day be 

a victim of cancer? It is hard to say but I do know that what she experienced was not good and long term 

exposure is not worth the chance. For me it is like wearing my seat belt….it won’t harm me to wear one and 

chances are it will save me and that is a chance that I will take. Becoming a productive member of the community 

as Paul puts it means warning others of the potential dangers does it not?

Jackie Lysak

Invermere
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