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BY GIDEON FORMAN, VANCOUVER SUN JULY 2, 2011

Re: Banning pesticides leads to unintended consequences, Letters, June 28

Pesticide bans have a number of consequences. One is a dramatic reduction in chemical use, which
leads to protection of waterways.

Following the introduction of legislation in Ontario, for example, herbicide concentrations in some
streams dropped as much as 97 per cent, according to the Ministry of Environment.

Another consequence is business expansion. In the five years following enactment of a pesticide bylaw
in Halifax, the number of landscaping and lawn-care firms in the city grew 53 per cent, according to
Statistics Canada.

There's every reason to believe provincewide pesticide restrictions in B.C. would have similar beneficial
effects for the environment and economy.

Gideon Forman

Toronto, ON
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