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Pesticide ban is really working

June 06, 2009
Re: Readers coming to terms with devilish dandelions, The Fixer June 2

Five years after Toronto's pesticide prohibition came into force, this column offers a powerful
reality check. Industry predictions of widespread contempt for the law have not come true. A
recent Board of Health study found 60 per cent fewer homeowners reporting pesticide use in
2007 as compared with 2004.

And now The Fixer tells us "dandelions are the wave of the future, and a lot of people seem to be
okay with it." One of your correspondents writes, "Dandelions are not the enemy!"

Indeed. The enemy is the cocktail of toxic lawn products used in our city for decades until
enlightened politicians - in a widely popular move - ended their use.

Gideon Forman, Executive Director, Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment,
Toronto
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