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Re: Landscape Ontario speaks out against pesticide ban, Reformer, Jan. 12  

Ontario's new pesticide ban will be a boon to our economy, boosting business and creating jobs. Communities across Canada which already have 
pesticide restrictions have enjoyed a major expansion of their lawn care sector.  

For example, in the five years following a pesticide ban in Halifax the number of lawn care firms in the city grew from 118 to 180 -- an increase of 53 
per cent, according to Statistics Canada. The number of employees in the sector grew as well.  

Stats Canada also reports the number of landscaping and lawn care businesses in Toronto has grown each year since that city passed a pesticide 
ban.  

Scientists have long told us that pesticides are associated with cancer, neurological illness, and birth defects. Now we know that, in addition to its 
health benefits, going pesticide-free also makes good economic sense.  

Gideon Forman  

Executive Director  

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment 
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