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Long-debated ban on cosmetic pesticides passed unanimously  
Serena Willoughby 

This is the last summer you can use pesticides in Markham.  

 
Council voted unanimously Tuesday night to accept a bylaw to ban cosmetic 
use of the harmful chemicals. 

 
The long-awaited bylaw will take effect in January 2008. 

 
The bylaw makes Markham the largest suburban municipality in Ontario to 
ban pesticides. 

 
Council also approved $100,000 for an education campaign to help 

residents make the change to pesticide-free lawn care. 
 
“I’m very proud of council and the unanimous vote speaks to this council’s 

commitment to the environment,” Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti said. 
 

Markham Councillor Erin Shapero, who has been working toward the bylaw 
since before she became a councillor in 2000, said the ban shows council is 
listening to residents. 

 
“Over the last municipal election we heard so strongly from people that this (bylaw) is what they wanted,” she said. 

 
Mayor Scarpitti agreed. 
 

“The public is way out front on this,” he said. 
 

Groups that have been campaigning for the bylaw were ecstatic. 
 
“This is a huge, huge victory,” said Sari Merson, spokesperson for Pesticide Free Ontario and Markham resident. 

 
Ms Merson has been campaigning for the bylaw for 10 years and she believes in that time residents’ awareness of how pesticides 

affect humans has greatly increased. 
 
“The science shows pesticides are linked to cancers, birth defects, and neurological disease. By phasing-out toxic lawn products, 

Markham is taking a crucial step toward preventing these tragedies,” said Gideon Forman, executive director of the Canadian 
Association of Physicians for the Environment. 

 
The bylaw includes a clause allowing pesticides to be used in the case of an infestation of grubs and chinch bugs, but council will 
review the clause in September because it may be hard to define what constitutes an infestation. 

 
Other health organizations such as the Canadian Cancer Society, the Ontario College of Family Physicians and the Registered Nurses’ 

Association of Ontario also supported the bylaw.  
 
There are exemptions for farms, golf courses and lawn bowling greens. 

 
Golf courses, hydro corridors and transmission stations can only apply pesticides under the direction of an integrated pest 

management agent. 
 

Most of the people at a public consultation in May supported the bylaw and wondered why it was taking so long. 
 
In fact, four of five residents believe pesticides threaten children’s health, said a recent poll of 500 Markham residents commissioned 

by the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment. 
 

In Newmarket, where a bylaw has been approved, golf courses were also exempted from the bylaw. 
 
Georgina and Vaughan councils have also approved the drafting of pesticide bylaws, while Richmond Hill is following a strategy of 

pesticide reduction. 
 

Markham will continue with seminars on pesticide-free lawn care maintenance, this summer and next.  
 
For more information go to www.markham.ca 
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